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destined for greatness from conception. In his early years, Alexander was raised by a nurse, Lanike, sister of
Alexander & #039; s future general Cleitus the Black.

Alexander 111 of Macedon (Ancient Greek: ??2?7??2?7??2?, romanized: Aléxandros; 20/21 July 356 BC — 10/11
June 323 BC), most commonly known as Alexander the Great, was a king of the ancient Greek kingdom of
Macedon. He succeeded his father Philip 11 to the throne in 336 BC at the age of 20 and spent most of his
ruling years conducting alengthy military campaign throughout Western Asia, Central Asia, parts of South
Asia, and Egypt. By the age of 30, he had created one of the largest empiresin history, stretching from
Greece to northwestern India. He was undefeated in battle and is widely considered to be one of history's
greatest and most successful military commanders.

Until the age of 16, Alexander was tutored by Aristotle. In 335 BC, shortly after his assumption of kingship
over Macedon, he campaigned in the Balkans and reasserted control over Thrace and parts of Illyria before
marching on the city of Thebes, which was subsequently destroyed in battle. Alexander then led the League
of Corinth, and used his authority to launch the pan-Hellenic project envisaged by his father, assuming
leadership over all Greeksin their conquest of Persia.

In 334 BC, heinvaded the Achaemenid Persian Empire and began a series of campaigns that lasted for 10
years. Following his conquest of Asia Minor, Alexander broke the power of Achaemenid Persiain a series of
decisive battles, including those at Issus and Gaugamela; he subsequently overthrew Darius 111 and
conquered the Achaemenid Empirein its entirety. After the fall of Persia, the Macedonian Empire held a vast
swath of territory between the Adriatic Sea and the Indus River. Alexander endeavored to reach the "ends of
the world and the Great Outer Sea" and invaded Indiain 326 BC, achieving an important victory over Porus,
an ancient Indian king of present-day Punjab, at the Battle of the Hydaspes. Due to the mutiny of his
homesick troops, he eventually turned back at the Beas River and later died in 323 BC in Babylon, the city of
Mesopotamia that he had planned to establish as his empire's capital. Alexander's death |eft unexecuted an
additional series of planned military and mercantile campaigns that would have begun with a Greek invasion
of Arabia. In the years following his death, a series of civil wars broke out across the Macedonian Empire,
eventually leading to its disintegration at the hands of the Diadochi.

With his death marking the start of the Hellenistic period, Alexander's legacy includes the cultural diffusion
and syncretism that his conquests engendered, such as Greco-Buddhism and Hellenistic Judaism. He founded
more than twenty cities, with the most prominent being the city of Alexandriain Egypt. Alexander's
settlement of Greek colonists and the resulting spread of Greek culture led to the overwhelming dominance
of Hellenistic civilization and influence as far east as the Indian subcontinent. The Hellenistic period
developed through the Roman Empire into modern Western culture; the Greek language became the lingua
franca of the region and was the predominant language of the Byzantine Empire until its collapse in the mid-
15th century AD.

Alexander became legendary as a classical hero in the mould of Achilles, featuring prominently in the
historical and mythical traditions of both Greek and non-Greek cultures. His military achievements and
unprecedented enduring successes in battle made him the measure against which many later military leaders
would compare themselves, and his tactics remain a significant subject of study in military academies
worldwide. Legends of Alexander's exploits coalesced into the third-century Alexander Romance which, in
the premodern period, went through over one hundred recensions, translations, and derivations and was
trandlated into almost every European vernacular and every language of the Islamic world. After the Bible, it
was the most popular form of European literature.
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The death of Alexander the Great and subsequent related events have been the subjects of debates. According
to a Babylonian astronomical diary, Alexander died in the palace of Nebuchadnezzar 11 in Babylon between
the evening of 10 June and the evening of 11 June 323 BC, at the age of 32.

Macedonians and local residents wept at the news of the death, while Achaemenid subjects were forced to
shave their heads. The mother of Darius 111, Sisygambis, having learned of Alexander's death, became
depressed and killed herself later. Historians vary in their assessments of primary sources about Alexander's
death, which has resulted in different views about its cause and circumstances.
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The tomb of Alexander the Great is attested in several historical accounts, but its location remains an
enduring mystery. Following Alexander's death in Babylon, his body wasinitialy buried in Memphis by one
of his generals, Ptolemy | Soter, before being transferred to Alexandria, Egypt, where it was reburied.

The Roman general, Julius Caesar, Queen Cleopatra and Emperor Augustus, among others, are noted as
having visited Alexander's tomb in Alexandriain antiquity. Itslater fate is unknown, and it had possibly been
destroyed by the 4th or 5th centuries; since the 19th century, over one hundred official attempts have been
made to try to identify the site of Alexander'stomb in Alexandria.
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Callisthenes of Olynthus (/k?A?2s??2ni?z/; Greek: ??2?2??7?7?2??7?; ¢. 360 — c. 327 BCE) was a Greek historian in
Macedon with connections to both Aristotle and Alexander the Great. He accompanied Alexander the Great
during his Asiatic expedition and served as his historian and publicist. He later opposed Alexander’s
adoption of Persian culture and was arrested after being implicated in aplot on the king'slife; he died in
prison. During hislife, he authored several works on Greek history and a biography of Alexander the Great.
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The wars of Alexander the Great were a series of conquests carried out by Alexander 111 of Macedon from
336 to 323 BC. They began with battles against the Achaemenid Empire, then under the rule of Darius 1.
After Alexander's chain of victories, he began a campaign against local chieftains and warlords that stretched
from Greece to asfar asthe region of Punjab in South Asia. By the time he died, Alexander ruled over most
regions of Greece and the conquered Achaemenid Empire, including much of Achaemenid Egypt.

Despite his military accomplishments, Alexander did not provide any stable alternative to the rule of the
Achaemenids, as his untimely death threw the vast territories he conquered into a series of civil wars
commonly known as the Wars of the Diadochi.
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Alexander assumed kingship over ancient Macedonia following the assassination of his father, Philip Il (r.
359-336 BC). During his two decades on the throne, Philip I had unified the poleis (Greek city-states) of
mainland Greece (with Macedonian hegemony) under the League of Corinth. Alexander proceeded to
solidify Macedonian rule by quashing arebellion in the southern Greek city-states and staged a short but
bloody excursion against the city-states to the north. He then proceeded east to carry out his plans to conquer
the Achaemenid Empire. His campaign of conquests from Greece spanned across Anatolia, Syria, Phoenicia,
Egypt, Mesopotamia, Greater Iran, Afghanistan, and India. He extended the boundaries of his Macedonian
Empire asfar east as the city of Taxilain modern-day Pakistan.

Prior to his death, Alexander had also made plans for a Macedonian military and mercantile expansion into
the Arabian Peninsula, after which he planned to turn his armies to Carthage, Rome, and the Iberian
Peninsulain the west. However, the Diadochi (his political rivals) abandoned these plans after he died;
instead, within afew years of Alexander's death, the Diadochi began a series of military campaigns against
each other and divided the territories of the Macedonian Empire among themselves, triggering 40 years of
warfare during the Hellenistic period.

Stateira (wife of Alexander the Great)
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Stateira (Greek: ??7?772?77: » died 323 BC), possibly also known as Barsine, was the daughter of Stateira and
Darius |11 of Persia. After her father's defeat at the Battle of Issus, Stateira and her sisters became captives of
Alexander of Macedon. They were treated well, and she became Alexander's second wife at the Susa
weddingsin 324 BC. At the same ceremony Alexander also married her cousin, Parysatis, daughter of
Darius predecessor. After Alexander's death in 323 BC, Stateirawas killed by Alexander's other wife,
Roxana.
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Thai's (; Greek: ??7??; fl. 4th century BCE) was a Greek hetaira who accompanied Alexander the Great on his
military campaigns. Likely from Athens, she is most famous for having instigated the burning of Persepalis,
the capital city of the Achaemenid Persian Empire, after it was conquered by Alexander's army in 330 BCE.
At thetime, Thai's was the lover of Ptolemy | Soter, who was one of Alexander's close companions and
generals. It has been suggested that she may also have been Alexander's lover on the basis of a statement by
the Greek rhetorician Athenaeus, who writes that Alexander liked to "keep Thai's about him" without directly
classifying the nature of their relationship as intimate; this may ssmply have meant that he enjoyed her
company, as sheis said to have been very witty and entertaining. Athenaeus also states that after Alexander's
death in 323 BCE, Thai's married Ptolemy and bore three of his children.

Personal relationships of Alexander the Great
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Alexander the Great died. Ancient sources tell

The historical and literary tradition describes several of Alexander's relations, some of which are the subject
of question among modern historians.
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Ptolemy | Soter (; Greek: ??7?2?7?2?2?2??? ??7?7?7?, Ptolemaios S, "Ptolemy the Savior”; c. 369/68 BC — January
282 BC) was a Macedonian Greek general, historian, and successor of Alexander the Great who went on to
found the Ptolemaic Kingdom centered on Egypt. Ptolemy was king and pharaoh of Ptolemaic Egypt from
305/304 BC to hisdeath in 282 BC, and his descendants continued to rule Egypt until 30 BC. During their
rule, Egypt became a thriving bastion of Hellenistic civilization and Alexandriaa great seat of Greek culture.

Ptolemy | was the son of Arsinoe of Macedon by either her husband Lagus or Philip 11 of Macedon, the
father of Alexander. However, the latter is unlikely and may be a myth fabricated to glorify the Ptolemaic
Dynasty. Ptolemy was one of Alexander's most trusted companions and military officers. After the death of
Alexander in 323 BC, Ptolemy retrieved his body asit was en route to be buried in Macedon, placing it in
Memphisinstead, where it was later moved to Alexandriain a new tomb. Afterwards he joined a coalition
against Perdiccas, the royal regent over Philip 111 of Macedon. The latter invaded Egypt but was assassinated
by his own officersin 320 BC, alowing Ptolemy | to consolidate his control over the country. After a series
of wars between Alexander's successors, Ptolemy gained a claim to Judea in southern Syria, which was
disputed with the Seleucid king Seleucus |. He also took control of Cyprus and Cyrenaica, the latter of which
was placed under the control of Ptolemy's stepson Magas. Ptolemy also commanded the construction of the
Library of Alexandriaand of the Lighthouse of Alexandria, one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.

Ptolemy | may have married Thai's, his mistress during the life of Alexander; he is known to have married the
Persian noblewoman Artakama on Alexander's orders. He later married Eurydice, daughter of the
Macedonian regent Antipater; their sons Ptolemy Keraunos and Meleager ruled in turn as kings of Macedon.
Ptolemy's final marriage was to Eurydice's cousin and lady-in-waiting, Berenice |. Upon his death, he was
succeeded by his son with Berenice, Ptolemy I1.
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Hieronymus of Cardia (Greek: ??7?7?7?72?77? 2 2722227772, ¢. 354 — ¢. 250 BC) was a Greek general and historian
from Cardiain Thrace, and a contemporary of Alexander the Great (356323 BC).

After the death of Alexander I11, he followed the fortunes of his friend and fellow-countryman Eumenes. He
was wounded and taken prisoner by Antigonus, who pardoned him and appointed him superintendent of the
asphalt beds in the Dead Sea. He was treated with equal friendliness by Antigonus's son Demetrius, who
made him polemarch of Thespiae, and by Antigonus Gonatas, at whose court he died at the purported age of
104.

He wrote a history of the Diadochi and their descendants, encompassing the period from the death of
Alexander to the war with Pyrrhus (323-272 BC), which is one of the chief authorities used by Diodorus
Siculus (xviii.—xx.) and also by Plutarch in hislife of Pyrrhus.

He made use of official papers and was careful in hisinvestigation of facts. The simplicity of his style
seemingly rendered his work unpopular to people of histime, but modern historians believe it was very good.
In the last part of hiswork he made a praiseworthy attempt to acquaint the Greeks with the character and
early history of the Romans. He is reproached by Pausanias (i. 9. 8) with unfairness towards all rulers with
the exception of Antigonus Gonatas.

Like the even more famous lost history of Alexander by Ptolemy | of Egypt, no significant amount of his
work survived the end of the ancient world, although he is extensively referenced by later historians. Heis
among the authors whose fragments were collected in Karl Wilhelm Ludwig Miller's Fragmenta



Historicorum Graecorum (11 pp. 450-61), and in Felix Jacoby's Die Fragmente der griechischen Historiker (=
FGrHist 154).
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