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Elizabeth Griscom Ross (née Griscom; January 1, 1752 — January 30, 1836), aso known by her second and
third married names, Ashburn and Claypoole, was an American upholsterer who was credited by her relatives
in 1870 with making the second official U.S. flag, accordingly known as the Betsy Ross flag. Though most
historians dismiss the story, Ross family tradition holds that General George Washington, commander-in-
chief of the Continental Army and two members of a congressional committee—Robert Morris and George
Ross—visited Ross in 1776. Ross convinced Washington to change the shape of the starsin a sketch of aflag
he showed her from six-pointed to five-pointed by demonstrating that it was easier and speedier to cut the
latter. However, there is no archival evidence or other recorded verbal tradition to substantiate this story of
thefirst U.S. flag. It appears that the story first surfaced in the writings of her grandson in the 1870s (a
century after the fact), with no mention or documentation in earlier decades.

Ross made flags for the Pennsylvania Navy during the American Revolution. After the Revolution, she made
U.S. flags for over 50 years, including 50 garrison flags for the U.S. Arsenal on the Schuylkill River during
1811. Theflags of the Pennsylvania navy were overseen by the Pennsylvania Navy Board. The board
reported to the Pennsylvania Provincial Assembly's Committee of Safety. In July 1775, the President of the
Committee of Safety was Benjamin Franklin. Its members included Robert Morris and George Ross. At that
time, the committee ordered the construction of gunboats that would eventually need flags as part of their
equipment. As late as October 1776, Captain William Richards was still writing to the Committee of Safety
to request the design that he could use to order flags for the fleet.

Ross was one of those hired to make flags for the Pennsylvanian fleet. An entry dated May 29, 1777, in the
records of the Pennsylvania Navy Board, includes an order to pay her for her work. It isworded as follows:

The Pennsylvania navy's ship color included an ensign, along, narrow pennant, and a short, narrow pennant.
The ensign was a blue flag with 13 stripes—seven red stripes and six white stripes in the flag's canton (upper-
left-hand corner). It was flown from a pole at the rear of the ship. The long pennant had 13 vertical, red-and-
white stripes near the mast; the rest was solid red. It flew from the top of the ship's mainmast, the center pole
holding the sails. The short pennant was solid red, and flew from the top of the ship's mizzenmast—the pole
holding the ship's sails nearest the stern (rear of the ship).
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The Betsy Ross flag is an early design for the flag of the United States, which has red stripes outermost and
stars arranged in acircle. The name, first used more than 90 years after the flag was designed, stems from the
legend that a Philadel phia upholsterer, Elizabeth “Betsy” Ross, designed and produced this flag.

The design of the “Betsy Ross flag” conformsto the Flag Act of 1777, passed early in the American
Revolutionary War, which merely specified 13 alternating red and white horizontal stripes and 13 white stars
in a blue canton.
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The Ross Sisters were atrio of American singers and dancers consisting of Betsy Ann Ross (1926-1996),
VedaVictoria"Vicki" Ross (1927-2002), and Dixie Jewell Ross (1929-1963), who used the stage names
Aggie, Maggie, and Elmira. They performed as a three-part harmony trio, who also danced and were
particularly noted for their acrobatics and contortionism. Their careers peaked during the 1940s, when they
featured prominently in the 1944 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer musical film Broadway Rhythm, footage from
which appeared in the 1994 compilation film That's Entertainment! I11.
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Betsy Rossis a character appearing in American comic books published by Marvel Comics. Created by Joe
Simon and Jack Kirby, the character first appeared in Captain America Comics#1 (March 1941). Betsy Ross
is Captain America's early love interest and supporting character in American comic books published by
Marvel Comics during the 1930-1940s period known to historians and collectors as the Golden Age of
Comic Books. She then debuted as the superheroine Golden Girl in Captain America Comics #66 (April
1948).

Betsy Ross (disambiguation)

Betsy Ross (1752-1836) was an American woman who is said to have sewn the first American flag. Betsy
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Betsy Ross (1752-1836) was an American woman who is said to have sewn the first American flag.
Betsy Ross may also refer to:

Betsy McCaughey Ross (born 1948), lieutenant-governor of the State of New Y ork

Betsy King Ross (1921-1989), American actress, anthropologist and author

Khadijah Farrakhan (born Betsy Ross), wife of Louis Farrakhan

Betsy Ross (solitaire), asolitaire card game

TS Betsy Ross, acruise ship, originally built as TS Leda

Golden Girl (Timely Comics), a Golden Age comic character, whose secret identity was Betsy Ross
A train operated by Amtrak as part of the Clocker service

Betsy Ross (film), 21917 American silent historical film

Betsy Ross Bridge, a bridge connecting Pennsauken, New Jersey to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania over the
Delaware River

Betsy Ross, ajournalist in Cincinnati

George Ross (American politician)
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George Ross Jr (May 10, 1730 — July 14, 1779) was a Founding Father of the United States who signed the
Continental Association and the United States Declaration of Independence as a representative of
Pennsylvania. He was also the uncle of the man who married Betsy Griscom in 1773, more famous under her
married name, Betsy Ross. In 1952, Ross, George Washington, and Robert Morris appeared on a three-cent
stamp commemorating Betsy Ross.
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The Betsy is a 1978 American romantic dramafilm directed by Daniel Petrie, from a screenplay by William
Bast and Walter Bernstein, based on the 1971 novel of the sametitle by Harold Robbins. It stars Laurence
Olivier as aretired auto tycoon, with Robert Duvall, Katharine Ross, Tommy Lee Jones, and Jane Alexander
in supporting roles.

The film was theatrically released in the United States on February 9, 1978, by Allied Artists and United
Artists. Robbins considered The Betsy the best movie adaptation of any of hisworks.
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Betsy Rossisasurviving 1917 American silent historical film starring Alice Brady and produced and
distributed by her father William A. Brady.
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Betsy King Ross (March 14, 1921 — October 4, 1989) was an American actress, anthropologist and author.

She was born in St Paul, Minnesota. During the 1930s she starred in several Western serial films as a child
actress. In 1933 she starred with Johnny Mack Brown and Noah Beery, Jr in the serial Fighting with Kit
Carson. In 1935 she starred with Gene Autry in the serial The Phantom Empire. She was aso a champion
trick rider.
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Elizabeth Helen McCaughey (; born October 20, 1948), formerly known as Betsy McCaughey Ross, isan
American politician who was the lieutenant governor of New Y ork from 1995 to 1998, during the first term
of Governor George Pataki. She unsuccessfully sought the Democratic Party nomination for governor after
Pataki dropped her from his 1998 ticket, and she ended up on the ballot under the Liberal Party line. In
August 2016 the Donald Trump presidential campaign announced that she had joined the campaign as an
economic adviser.
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A historian by training, with a PhD from Columbia University, McCaughey has, over the years, provided
conservative media commentary on US public policy affecting heathcare-related issues. Her 1993 attack on
the Clinton healthcare plan was likely a major factor in theinitially popular bill's defeat in Congress. Also, it
brought her to the attention of Republican Pataki, who chose her as his nominee/running mate. In 2009, her
criticisms of the Affordable Care Act, then a bill being debated in Congress again gained significant media
attention in television and radio interviews, and it may have specifically inspired the "death panel” claim
about the act.

She has been afellow at the conservative Manhattan Institute and Hudson Institute thinktanks and has written
numerous articles and op-eds. She was a member of the boards of directors of medical equipment companies
Genta (from 2001 to 2007) and Cantel Medical Corporation, but she resigned in 2009 to avoid the appearance
of conflict of interest with her public advocacy against the Affordable Care Act.

From 1995 until their divorce in 2000, she was married to business magnate Wilbur Ross, who went on to
serve as Secretary of Commerce in Donald Trump's first term cabinet.
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