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The Balkan Wars were two conflicts that took place in the Balkan statesin 1912 and 1913. In the First
Balkan War, the four Balkan states of Greece, Serbia, Montenegro and Bulgaria declared war upon the
Ottoman Empire and defeated it, in the process stripping the Ottomans of their European provinces, leaving
only Eastern Thrace under Ottoman control. In the Second Balkan War, Bulgaria fought against the other
four combatants of the first war. It also faced an attack from Romania from the north. The Ottoman Empire
lost the bulk of its territory in Europe. Although not involved as a combatant, Austria-Hungary became
relatively weaker as a much enlarged Serbia pushed for union of the South Slavic peoples. The war set the
stage for the July crisis of 1914 and as a prelude to the First World War.

By the early 20th century, Bulgaria, Greece, Montenegro and Serbia had achieved independence from the
Ottoman Empire, but large elements of their ethnic populations remained under Ottoman rule. Over the
course of the Macedonian Struggle these states fought for influence between themselves and the Ottoman
government within Ottoman Macedonia, during which their governments came under the control of
nationalists. In 1912, these countries united to formed the Balkan League. The First Balkan War began on 8
October 1912, when the League member states attacked the Ottoman Empire, and ended eight months | ater
with the signing on 30 May 1913 of the Treaty of London negotiated together with the Great Powers. The
Great Powers - particularly Italy and AustriaHungary -- included independence for Albaniain the Treaty.
The Second Balkan War began on 16 June 1913, when Bulgaria, dissatisfied with its allotment of territory
from Macedonia, attacked its former Balkan League alies. The combined forces of the Serbian and Greek
armies, with their superior numbers repelled the Bulgarian offensive and counter-attacked by invading
Bulgaria from the west and the south. Romania, having taken no part in the first conflict, had intact armies to
strike with and invaded Bulgaria from the north in violation of a peace treaty between the two states. The
Ottoman Empire also attacked Bulgaria and advanced in Thrace, regaining Adrianople. In the resulting
Treaty of Bucharest, Bulgaria managed to retain most of the territories it had gained in the First Balkan War.
However, it was forced to cede the ex-Ottoman south part of Dobruja province to Romania.

The Balkan Wars were marked by ethnic cleansing, with all parties being responsible for grave atrocities
against civilians, and inspired later atrocities including war crimes during the 1990s Y ugoslav Wars.
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The Balkans ( BAWL-k”z, BOL-k?nz), corresponding partially with the Balkan Peninsula, is a geographical
areain southeastern Europe with various geographical and historical definitions. The region takes its name
from the Balkan Mountains that stretch throughout the whole of Bulgaria. The Balkan Peninsulais bordered
by the Adriatic Seain the northwest, the lonian Seain the southwest, the Aegean Seain the south, the
Turkish straitsin the east, and the Black Seain the northeast. The northern border of the peninsulais
variously defined. The highest point of the Balkansis Musala, 2,925 metres (9,596 ft), in the Rila mountain
range, Bulgaria.

The concept of the Balkan Peninsula was created by the German geographer August Zeune in 1808, who
mistakenly considered the Balkan M ountains the dominant mountain system of southeastern Europe



spanning from the Adriatic Seato the Black Sea. In the 19th century the term Balkan Peninsulawas a
synonym for Rumelia, the parts of Europe that were provinces of the Ottoman Empire at thetime. It had a
geopolitical rather than a geographical definition, which was further promoted during the creation of
Yugoslaviain the early 20th century. The definition of the Balkan Peninsula's natural borders does not
coincide with the technical definition of a peninsula; hence modern geographers reject the idea of a Balkan
Peninsula, while historical scholars usually discuss the Balkans as aregion. The term has acquired a
stigmatized and pejorative meaning related to the process of Balkanization. The region may alternatively be
referred to as Southeast Europe.

The borders of the Balkans are, due to many contrasting definitions, widely disputed, with no universal
agreement on its components. By most definitions, the term fully encompasses Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia (up to the Sava and Kuparivers), mainland Greece, Kosovo, Montenegro,
North Macedonia, Northern Dobrujain Romania, Serbia (up to the Danube river), and East Thrace in Turkey.
However, many definitions also include the remaining territories of Croatia, Romania and Serbia, aswell as
Slovenia (up to the Kupariver). Additionally, some definitions include Hungary and Moldova due to cultural
and historical factors. The province of Trieste in northeastern Italy, whilst by some definitions on the
geographical peninsula, is generally excluded from the Balkansin aregional context.
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The Balkans, partly corresponding with the Balkan Peninsula, encompasses areas that may also be placed in
Southeastern, Southern, Central and Eastern Europe. The distinct identity and fragmentation of the Balkans
owes much to its often turbulent history, with the region experiencing centuries of Ottoman conflict and
conguest. The Balkan Peninsulais predominantly mountainous, featuring several mountain ranges such as
the Dinaric Alps, the Pindus Mountains and the Balkan Mountains.
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The League of the Balkans was a quadruple aliance formed by a series of bilateral treaties concluded in 1912
between the Eastern Orthodox kingdoms of Greece, Bulgaria, Serbia and Montenegro, and directed against
the Ottoman Empire, which still controlled much of Southeastern Europe.

The Balkans had been in a state of turmoil since the early 1900s, with years of guerrillawarfarein
Macedonia followed by the Y oung Turk Revolution, the protracted Bosnian Crisis, and several Albanian
Uprisings. The outbreak of the Italo-Turkish War in 1911 had further weakened the Ottomans and
emboldened the Balkan states. Under Russian influence, Serbia and Bulgaria settled their differences and
signed an alliance, which was originally directed against AustriaHungary, on 13 March 1912, but by adding
a secret chapter to it essentially redirected the alliance against the Ottoman Empire. Serbiathen signed a
mutual alliance with Montenegro, and Bulgaria did the same with Greece.

The League was victorious in the First Balkan War which broke out in October 1912, where it successfully
seized control of amost all European Ottoman territories. After the victory, however, unresolved prior
differences between the allies re-emerged over the division of the spoils, particularly Macedonia, leading to
the effective break-up of the League, and soon after, on 16 June 1913, Bulgaria attacked her erstwhile dlies,
beginning the Second Balkan War.
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A series of military conflicts between the Ottoman Empire and various European states took place from the
Late Middle Ages up through the early 20th century. The earliest conflicts began during the
Byzantine-Ottoman wars, waged in Anatoliain the late 13th century before entering Europe in the mid-14th
century with the Bulgarian—Ottoman wars. The mid-15th century saw the Serbian—Ottoman wars and the
Albanian-Ottoman wars. Much of this period was characterized by the Ottoman expansion into the Balkans.
The Ottoman Empire made further inroads into Central Europe in the 15th and 16th centuries, culminating in
the peak of Ottoman territorial claimsin Europe.

The Ottoman—V enetian wars spanned four centuries, starting in 1423 and lasting until 1718. This period
witnessed the fall of Negroponte in 1470, the siege of Maltain 1565, the fall of Famagusta (Cyprus) in 1571,
the defeat of the Ottoman fleet at the Battle of Lepanto in 1571 (at that time the largest naval battle in
history), the fall of Candia (Crete) in 1669, the V enetian reconquest of Morea (Peloponnese) in the 1680s and
itslossagain in 1715. Theisland of Venetian-ruled Corfu remained the only Greek island not conquered by
the Ottomans.

In the late seventeenth century, European powers began to consolidate against the Ottomans and formed the
Holy League, reversing a number of Ottoman land gains during the Great Turkish War of 1683-99.
Nevertheless, Ottoman armies were able to hold their own against their European rivals until the second half
of the eighteenth century.

In the nineteenth century the Ottomans were confronted with insurrection from their Serbian (1804-1817),
Greek (1821-1832) and Romanian (1877-1878) subjects. This occurred in tandem with the Russo-Turkish
wars, which further destabilized the empire. The final retreat of Ottoman rule began with the First Balkan
War (1912-1913), and culminated in the signing of the Treaty of Sevres after World War 1, leading to the
partitioning of the Ottoman Empire.
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The Balkans theatre or Balkan campaign was a theatre of World War | fought between the Central Powers
(AustriaaHungary, Bulgaria, Germany and the Ottoman Empire) and the Allies (Serbia, Montenegro, France,
the United Kingdom, Russig, Italy, and later, Greece).

The offensive began in 1914 with three failed Austro-Hungarian offensivesinto Serbia. A new attempt a year
later by the combined forces of AustriaHungary, Germany, and Bulgaria led to the conquest and occupation
of Serbia and Montenegro. The Serbian military did not surrender, retreating through the mountains of
Albania and evacuated to Corfu before reforming in Salonika a few months later. On the Macedonian front,
the Royal Serbian Army joined the Franco-British Allied Army of the Orient and fought a protracted trench
war against Bulgarian and German forces. The Allied army presence in Greece resulted in the National
Schism on whether Greece should join the Allies or remain neutral, which would benefit the Central Powers.
Greece eventually joined the Allied Powersin 1917. In September 1918, the Vardar Offensive had broken
through the Bulgarian lines, forcing them to surrender. Serbia, Albaniaand Montenegro's liberation soon
followed.
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The Second Balkan War (29 June — 10 August 1913) was a conflict fought between Bulgaria and its former
Balkan League allies, Serbia and Greece, who were later joined by Romania and the Ottoman Empire. The
war began when Bulgaria, unhappy with the division of territory after the First Balkan War, launched attacks
on Serbian and Greek forces, who repelled the offensive and pushed into Bulgarian territory. With most of
Bulgaria's army committed in the south, Romania intervened from the north. The Ottoman Empire also took
advantage of the situation to recover territories lost the previous year.

As Bulgaria suffered military setbacks on multiple fronts and Romanian forces advanced towards its capital,
Sofia, it requested an armistice. The war ended with the Treaty of Bucharest, which compelled Bulgariato
cede significant territory: Southern Dobrujato Romania, parts of Macedoniato Serbia and Greece, and
Adrianople (Edirne) to the Ottoman Empire under the separate Treaty of Constantinople.

The war altered the political balance in the Balkans and intensified regional tensions. Serbia expanded its
territory and influence, heightening its rivalry with Austria=Hungary. Bulgaria, weakened by defeat and
territorial losses, would later align with the Central Powersin the First World War.
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Massacres of Albaniansin the Balkan Wars were perpetrated on several occasions by the Serbian and
Montenegrin armies and paramilitaries between 1912 and 1913. During the 1912-13 First Balkan War,
Serbia and Montenegro committed a number of war crimes against the Albanian population after expelling
Ottoman Empire forces from present-day Albania, Kosovo, and North Macedonia, which were reported by
the European, American and Serbian opposition press. Most of the crimes occurred between October 1912
and the summer of 1913. The goal of the forced expulsions and massacres was statistical manipulation before
the London Ambassadors Conference to determine the new Balkan borders. According to contemporary
accounts, around 20,000 to 25,000 Albanians were killed in the Kosovo Vilayet during the first two to four
months, before the violence climaxed. The total number of Albanians that were killed in Kosovo and
Macedonia or in all Serbian-occupied regions during the Balkan Warsis estimated to be at least 120,000.
Most of the victims were children, women and the elderly. In addition to the massacres, some civilians had
their lips and noses severed. Multiple historians, scholars, and contemporary accounts refer to or characterize
the massacres as: localized genocide, extermination, genocide of Albanians or part of the wider genocide
against Muslims. Further massacres against Albanians occurred during the First World War and continued
during the interwar period.

According to Philip J. Cohen, the Serbian Army generated so much fear that some Albanian women killed
their children rather than let them fall into the hands of Serbian soldiers. The Carnegie Commission, an
international fact-finding mission, concluded that the Serbian and Montenegrin armies perpetrated large-scale
violence for "the entire transformation of the ethnic character of regions inhabited exclusively by Albanians'.
Cohen, examining the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace report, said that Serbian soldiers cut off
the ears, noses and tongues of Albanian civilians and gouged out their eyes. Cohen aso cited Durham as
saying that Serbian soldiers helped bury people aivein Kosovo.

According to an Albanian imam organization, there were around 21,000 simple graves in Kosovo where
Albanians were massacred by the Serbian armies. In August and September 1913, Serbian forces destroyed
140 villages and forced 40,000 Albanians to flee. According to documents from the Serbian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, 239,807 Albanians were expelled from Old Serbia between 1912 and early 1914 (not
counting children under the age of six); by late 1914, this number increased to 281,747. These figures,
however, are controversial and scholarly estimates can be as low as 60,000 or as high as 300,000. American
relief commissioner Willard Howard said in 21914 Daily Mirror interview that General Carlos Popovitch
would shout, "Don't run away, we are brothers and friends. We don't mean to do any harm.” Peasants who



trusted Popovitch were shot or burned to death, and elderly women unable to leave their homes were also
burned. Howard said that the atrocities were committed after the war ended.

According to Leo Freundlich's 1912 report, Popovitch was responsible for many of the Albanian massacres
and became captain of the Serb troops in Durrés. Serbian Generals Datidas Arkan and Bozo Jankovic were
authorized to kill anyone who blocked Serbian control of Kosovo. Y ugoslaviafrom a Historical Perspective,
a 2017 study published in Belgrade by the Helsinki Committee for Human Rightsin Serbia, said that villages
were burned to ashes and Albanian Muslims forced to flee when Serbo-Montenegrin forces invaded Kosovo
in 1912. Some chronicles cited decapitation as well as mutilation. Leon Trotsky and Leo Freundlich
estimated that about 25,000 Albanians died in the Kosovo Vilayet by early 1913. Serbian journalist Kosta
Novakovi?, who was a Serbian soldier during the Balkan wars, reported that over 120,000 Albanians were
killed in Kosovo and Macedonia, and at |east 50,000 were expelled to the Ottoman Empire and Albania. A
2000 report examining Freundlich's collection of international news stories about the atrocities estimated that
about 50,000 were victims within present-day borders of Kosovo.
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The Balkan Cup (officially Coupe Balkanique de Football) was an international association football
competition contested on and off from 1929 to 1980 by countries from the Balkans region. The most
successful team was Romania with four titles.
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The Serbian campaign was a series of military expeditions launched in 1914 and 1915 by the Central Powers
against the Kingdom of Serbia during the First World War.

The first campaign began after AustriaHungary declared war on Serbia on 28 July 1914. The campaign,

dubbed a"punitive expedition” (German: Strafexpedition) by the Austro-Hungarian |eadership, was under
the command of Austrian General Oskar Potiorek. It ended after three unsuccessful Austro-Hungarian
invasion attempts were repelled by the Serbians and their Montenegrin allies. The victory of the Royal
Serbian Army at the battle of Cer is considered the first Allied victory in World War I, and the Austro-
Hungarian Army's defeat by Serbia has been called one of the great upsets of modern military history.

The second campaign was launched, under German command, almost a year later, on 6 October 1915, when
Bulgarian, Austro-Hungarian, and German forces, led by Field Marshal August von Mackensen, successfully
invaded Serbia from three sides, pre-empting an Allied advance from Salonicato help Serbia. Thisresulted in
the Great Retreat through Montenegro and Albania, the evacuation to Greece, and the establishment of the
Macedonian front. The defeat of Serbia gave the Central Powers temporary mastery over the Balkans,
opening up aland route from Berlin to Constantinople, allowing the Germans to re-supply the Ottoman
Empire for the rest of the war. Mackensen declared an end to the campaign on 24 November 1915. Serbia
was then occupied and divided between the Austro-Hungarian Empire and Bulgaria.

After the Allieslaunched the Vardar Offensive in September 1918, which broke through the Macedonian
front and defeated the Bulgarians and their German allies, a Franco-Serbian force advanced into the occupied
territories and liberated Serbia, Albania, and Montenegro. Serbian forces entered Belgrade on 1 November
1918.



The Serbian army declined severely from about 420,000 at its peak to about 100,000 at the moment of
liberation. The estimates of casualties are various: Original Serb sources claim that the Kingdom of Serbia
lost more than 1,200,000 inhabitants during the war (including both military and civilian losses), which
represented more than 29% of its overall population and 60% of its male population. More recent historical
analysis has estimated that roughly 177,000 Serbian soldiers lost their lives or were not returned from
captivity, while the civilian death toll isimpossible to determine, numbering in the hundreds of thousands.
According to estimates prepared by the Y ugoslav government in 1924, Serbialost 265,164 soldiers or 25%
of all mobilized troops. By comparison, France lost 16.8%, Germany 15.4%, Russia 11.5%, and Italy 10.3%.
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