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US food regulators recall 380 million eggs after salmonella outbreak
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Friday, August 20, 2010

The United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has recalled 380 million eggs and the number is
expected to grow, after around 300 in Colorado, California, and Minnesota and 2,000 nationwide became
infected with salmonella after eating eggs distributed by Wright County Eggs.

The contaminated eggs were sold under the labels Lucerne, Albertson, Mountain Dairy, Ralph's, Boomsma's,
Sunshine, Hillandale, Trafficanda, Farm Fresh, Shoreland, Lund, Dutch Farms, Kemps, Bayview, Mountain
Dairy, NuLay and Sun Valley. Eggs have been sold in seventeen states.

Wright County Egg's owner has been previously cited for breaking environmental laws.

In response to the outbreak the FDA deployed an initial team of ten investigators to Wright County Egg in
Iowa to inspect the farms and determine the source of the contamination. Although no official statement has
been issued, it is believed animals including birds and rodents defecated where food for chickens is stored.

The outbreak is believed to have started in early July, around the time new federal regulations to prevent
salmonella contamination of eggs took effect.

According to the FDA, the symptoms of salmonella infection includes fever, diarrhea, nausea, vomiting, and
abdominal pain.

George and Laura Bush introduce 2008 White House egg roll

her mind, as she comes up to address you,&quot; he said. 7,500 eggs are being provided for 2008 egg roll,
with the White House estimating before the event that

Monday, March 24, 2008

The President of the United States, George W. Bush, and his wife Laura Bush have introduced the 2008
White House egg roll. Mrs. Bush introduced the attendees to the event by saying "welcome, everybody, to
the White House Easter Egg Roll, the 2008 Easter Egg Roll. This event is one of the happiest traditions on
the White House lawn. It's always fun to see the South Lawn filled with children. Thank you for coming.
And I'd especially like to thank our entertainers, our readers, our volunteers, and our special guests."

M. Bush dedicated the event to cleaning oceans. "We [the Bush family] want to remind you that we're
dedicating today's Easter Egg Roll to our clean oceans. And there's a booth here where you can find out how
you can contribute to make sure that we're environmentally sound stewards of our oceans. Ocean
conservation is a important aspect of good public service, and it's certainly something that Laura has on her
mind, as she comes up to address you," he said.

7,500 eggs are being provided for 2008 egg roll, with the White House estimating before the event that
22,000 people will attend this year.

Spiders' egg case silk gene found
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Wednesday, August 3, 2005

Two researchers at the University of California, Riverside have found a gene coding for a silk protein used
by female spiders to construct their egg cases. The research confirms that the silk protein used for the egg
case is different than that used in spider webs. Spider silks are renowned for their superior material
properties, being among the toughest known natural

fibers. The researchers' findings may lead to new applications of spider silks for novel

high-tech materials. The researchers, Jessica Garb and Cheryl Hayashi, published their findings in the
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences on August 1, in the early edition of the journal.

Until now, the sequence of the silk protein used to construct the egg case was unknown. The team
characterized the egg case silk protein from multiple spider species and found within a species its gene was
composed of nearly identical, repeating sequences. The repeat units were also similar across species that
diverged more than 125 million years ago. Their findings suggest that the egg case silk gene has been
undergoing what is known as concerted evolution where mutations in one part of the gene "spread" to other
parts of the same gene, creating a highly repetitive gene sequence.

"The protein of the egg-case fibers has a different function altogether from that of the other silks such as
dragline or capture silks," Garb said. "Egg-case silk has to last a long time and therefore must be durable
under a wide variety of conditions, from freezing to very high temperatures. It needs to be strong enough to
protect the eggs from threats such as predators, parasites and molds."

Although the egg case silk protein is extremely different, its gene sequence shares certain features in
common with all other spider silk genes. According to Garb, this discovery confirms that spider silk genes
comprise what is known as a "gene family". This means that silk genes first evolved with spiders
approximately 400 million years ago and subsequently evolved into different genes specifically used for
different functions, such as genes for spider webs or genes for egg cases (Gatesy et al. 2001). The researchers
also suggest that there are many more silk genes that remain unknown, particularly as there are more than
37,000 known species of spiders, and silk genes sequences have been described from only a few species.

According to the team, this unknown diversity of silk genes may not only be important for understanding
spider evolution but also for the development of genetically modified fibers. "Collectively, spider silks are
some of the toughest natural fibers known," Hayashi said. "Imagine a fabric made from such a substance? It
would be incredibly strong, flexible and ultimately, biodegradable."

Slow-cooking dinosaur eggs may have contributed to extinction, say scientists

Protoceratops andrewsi, which had eggs weighing under 200 grams, and Hypacrosaurus stebingeri, a type
of duck-billed dinosaur that had eggs twenty times that size

Wednesday, January 4, 2017

A joint research team from the University of Calgary, American Museum of Natural History, and Florida
State University announced on Monday that the eggs of non-avian dinosaurs such as the duck-billed dinosaur
took as long as six months to hatch, far longer than had previously been believed.

Bird eggs incubate for 11 to 85 days, about half the time of most other egg-laying vertebrates. Scientists had
thought dinosaur eggs were more like those of modern birds than modern reptiles, but this long hatch time is
far more reminiscent of monitor lizard than magpie.
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The scientists reached this conclusion by comparing CT scans of the teeth of dinosaur embryos of two
different species, the Protoceratops andrewsi, which had eggs weighing under 200 grams, and Hypacrosaurus
stebingeri, a type of duck-billed dinosaur that had eggs twenty times that size. They observed the von Ebner
lines, patterns that form in vertebrate teeth as they grow, to determine how long the overall developmental
process was taking. "They're kind of like tree rings, but they're put down daily," said Florida State University
co-author Gregory Erickson. "And so we could literally count them to see how long each dinosaur had been
developing." They found the Protoceratops embryo was about three months old and the Hypacrosaurus about
six months.

According to the research team, this may be one reason why dinosaurs did not recover after the Cretaceous-
Paleogene extinction event 65 million years ago. Both the eggs and any parents guarding them would have
drawn the attention of predators and been unable to flee floods or other problems. Guardians might not have
been able to move far to find food. This, researchers say, would have put dinosaurs at a disadvantage over
animals with quicker-hatching eggs and their mammalian competitors.

Natural History Museum Curator and study co-author Mark Norell cites advances in imaging technology as
the reason why this study is being published today: "We know very little about dinosaur embryology, yet it
relates to so many aspects of development, life history, and evolution, [b]ut with the help of advanced tools
like CT scanners and high-resolution microscopy, we're making discoveries that we couldn't have imagined
20 years ago."

The research team plans to study more fossilized dinosaur embryo skeletons to confirm their findings.
Specifically, the current study did not include the skeleton of a velociraptor or any other dinosaur considered
closely related to birds.

William Salice, creator of Kinder Surprise eggs, dies at 83
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Sunday, January 1, 2017

On Thursday, William Salice, credited with creating Kinder Surprise eggs, died at age 83 in Pavia, Italy
because of a stroke, according to his foundation "Color Your Life Campus". Salice had worked with the
businessman Michele Ferrero in the 1960s, the creator of the Nutella cream and owner of Ferrero Rocher.
Ferrero died in 2015.

In 1974, Kinder Surprise was launched with plastic toys, which are sold within the eggs to surprise children.
Due to this, the sale of Kinder eggs is prohibited in the US. A 1938 US law prohibits the sale of food
containing objects in its interior. It is also prohibited in Chile, due to an obesity-reduction law brought in last
year. Last year a three-year-old girl died in France, swallowing the plastic toy.

In 2007, after his retirement, Salice founded Color Your Life Campus from his retirement bonus of €400,000
in Italy. It aims to help young people between the ages of thirteen and eighteen discover and develop their
own talents. Salice's career spanned 46 years.

Since 2013, the Kinder Surprise Company has been taking care of continuing the manufacture and processing
of chocolate eggs. According to the company, the chocolate egg has 32% milk and 15% cocoa in its
composition.

Japanese researchers create smell sensor using genetically engineered frog eggs
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Sunday, August 29, 2010

A University of Tokyo group of researchers, led by bioengineer Shoji Takeuchi, has made an electronic
sensor capable of smelling gases. The sensor uses genetically engineered frog cells. Since previous sensors
were not very accurate, the scientist decided to try a biological approach. The invention was revealed in a US
scientific journal yesterday, and is supposed to be used to design better machines to detect polluting gases in
the atmosphere.

Previous smell sensors were based on quartz rods, which vibrate when a substance binds to them. The gases
are distinguished by their molar masses, which can be similar for molecules with different structure, thus
relatively often triggering a false positive. Trying to find a more accurate solution, Takeuchi decided to
follow an example from insect world. As he explained, "when you think about the mosquito, it is able to find
people because of carbon dioxide from the human. So the mosquito has CO2 receptors. When we can
(extract) DNA (from the mosquito) we can put this DNA into the frog eggs to detect CO2."

Genes of several insects (the silk moth, diamondback moth and fruit fly), injected into African clawed frog
Xenopus laevis eggs, allowed them to produce relatively inexpensive and useful sensors. The choice of the
species was caused by their widely studied and well-understood protein expression mechanism.

The modified cells responded to three kinds of pheromones and one odourant, which have similar chemical
properties. When a molecule of an odorous substance adhered to the receptor on the membrane protein, ion
channels opened for a certain period of time, and a current was generated. Its magnitude was clearly different
for all four tested substances, allowing to distinguish between them accurately.

The colleagues embedded the sensor into a mannequin, so that it could shake its head when a gas was
detected. It was easier to observe. Pheromones and molecules with quite similar molecule structure produced
clearly distinguishable reaction, with higher accuracy than other biological or human-made sensors. As the
research group said, the detection sensitivity of the odor sensor is several tens of parts per billion (ppb), and it
is as high as the sensitivity of an existing odor sensor that uses an oxide semiconductor. The distinctive
feature of the new sensor is its capability to selectively detect some odorous substances, rather than its
sensitivity. Very few false positives were possible due to the biological mechanism involved.

At normal temperature, the sensor lifetime is about 12 hours, which can be extended by putting it into a
refrigerator before first use.

Shoji Takeuchi says has a great hope for research use in future, since the frog eggs are very practical for
genetic engineering, and can be conveniently used to develop smell sensors for a wide range of gases. He
said, "The X. laevis oocyte has high versatility for the development of chemical sensors for various odorants.
We believe that a shared ability to smell might open a new relationship between man and robot. .. The
research will have wide implications... If the sensor is embedded in a nursing robot, it will be able to identify
certain mouth odors or body odors. Also, it can be used for detecting CO2, air pollution, water pollution and
food. It's very important for the environment."

Scientists report chemotherapy cocktail may cause adult women to grow new egg cells

story? Share it! Press Release. Cancer drug may cause women to grow new eggs, study suggests
— University of Edinburgh, December 5, 2016 M. McLaughlin

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Chemotherapy is usually associated with a collection of side effects ranging from digestive problems to hair
loss, but a study published this week in Human Reproduction demonstrated that female cancer patients may
find they have something in common with much younger women in one specific area — their ovaries.
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Scientists from the University of Edinburgh examined donated ovarian tissue from fourteen female cancer
patients, most of whom had Hodgkin lymphoma, and compared it to tissue from healthy women. They found
the samples from women who had been treated with a specific chemotherapeutic regimen known as ABVD
not only contained greater numbers of dormant ova — egg cells — than those from women treated with
harsher regimens but also more than samples from healthy women. ABVD is named for combining several
drugs known as adriamycin, bleomycin, vinblastine, and dacarbazine.

These reproductive cells were not merely more plentiful in ABVD patients. They also appeared immature,
"new" in the words of lead researcher Evelyn Telfer. This challenges the conventional belief that girls are
born with all the ova they will ever have and the numbers can only go down as the cells are either used up by
the reproductive cycle or succumb to damage or natural aging. However, further research is needed to
confirm this. The study covered relatively few patients by scientific standards, and David Albertini of the
Center for Human Reproduction in New York has suggested the cells may not actually be freshly grown.
Instead, they may have always been there and were merely rendered more detectable by ABVD treatment.

The ability to grow new egg cells may have significant implications for women in Western societies, many of
whom postpone childbearing to establish careers, sometimes into their late thirties or forties. However, Telfer
warns against making use of these findings too soon: "There's so much we don't know about the ovary. We
have to be very cautious about jumping to clinical applications."

The experiments had been discussed earlier this year at the annual conference of the European Society of
Human Reproduction and Embryology.

Norfolk youths banned from buying eggs and ketchup

England, have been banned from purchasing &quot;squirty bottles&quot; of ketchup, and eggs after a
number of complaints from residents in the area. The move, which

Wednesday, April 9, 2008

Youths in the Norfolk town of Caister-on-Sea, near Great Yarmouth, England, have been banned from
purchasing "squirty bottles" of ketchup, and eggs after a number of complaints from residents in the area.
The move, which is backed by the Norfolk Police, is aimed at reducing the number of anti-social incidents
occurring in the area. Sergeant Andy Brown, of the Norfolk Police, has said that no further complaints have
been received since the ban came into force.

While squirting ketchup itself is not a criminal offence, the damage that it can cause, such as removing paint
from cars or houses, is often enough to bring charges of criminal damage. Sgt Brown said that there were
"about a dozen complaints from residents, some of them elderly, about people squirting ketchup over doors,
windows and vehicles." Martin Bailie, a spokesperson for Lidl supermarkets, has defended his staff's actions,
saying "the stores' staff were [already] challenging youngsters who were trying to bulk buy these things. It
wasn't that we haven't been selling eggs and ketchup to youths, but have been careful about who we have
sold them to, and we are glad it has been making a difference."

Virgin lizard reproduces

other. When both monitors laid eggs, they were put in an incubator together. Hennessy said, &quot;both the
lizards lay eggs most years, but we usually just

Saturday, July 4, 2009

A Nile monitor lizard has produced an offspring without ever performing sexual intercourse or coming in
contact with male monitor. This is the first time parthenogenesis has been witnessed among this particular
species. The 10-year-old, 4.5 feet (1.4 m) long lizard named Nice, came from the African nation of Ghana as
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a hatchling. It is currently housed in a reptile zoo in Kilkenny, Ireland. This species of Monitor lizard is
common to West and Central Africa.

The discovery was reported by James Hennesy, in charge of the lizards at Reptile Village Zoo in Kilkenny.

Nice is one of the two female monitors kept at the zoo. Nasty is the other. When both monitors laid eggs,
they were put in an incubator together. Hennessy said, "both the lizards lay eggs most years, but we usually
just throw them out. I decided to put the eggs in an incubator and see what happened. I'm still not one
hundred percent sure why I did it this year, but I'm glad I did."

Unfortunately the baby monitor was too weak to fully hatch from its egg and died before it could. Hennessy
knew there was a problem when the egg failed to hatch within the normal 180 day period. When he opened
one of the eggs, he found the baby monitor lifeless, but fully formed. The baby lizard's remains have now
been preserved in the zoo.

"It's a huge deal," Hennessy said, "It's just absolutely amazing. It's still quite hard to believe, but I'll be
keeping a close eye on the eggs from now on. My theory behind it would be that I’ve a female here who has
never seen another male in her life. As far as she is concerned, she’s in a habitat where it looks to her like
there are no males around. She needs to keep her species going, so she needs to repopulate."

In May of 2007, it was reported that blood samples taken from a Hammerhead shark, born in 2001, located in
Omaha Nebraska at the Henry Doorly Zoo was the product of a "virgin birth". The mother shark was in a
tank with three other hammerheads, all female, and the baby shark was also born in the same tank. Tests on
the DNA from the baby shark show that there was no "chromosomal contribution" of a male shark present in
the blood, something that is required in order for mating to have taken place.

Scientists crack age-old egg problem

eggs are perfectly cooked thanks to a brand new hi-tech logo being printed on shells. After cooking starts,
people will be able to see if their egg is

Tuesday, August 1, 2006

Scientists in the UK have developed a new way to ensure boiled eggs are perfectly cooked thanks to a brand
new hi-tech logo being printed on shells.

After cooking starts, people will be able to see if their egg is soft, medium or hard-boiled with the help of a
thermochromic print which appears in black ink on the egg’s shell.

The eggs will be sold to consumers in the UK within the next few months. A spokeswoman for Lion Quality,
the assurance scheme which came up with the idea, said: “We had a lot of inquiries from people which
sparked an interest in the industry. We said OK, this is a big issue - people can’t even boil an egg.”

Gilly Beaumont, from B&H Colour Change, the company which created the logos, said: "We are still
perfecting the technology, but we are very excited at the prospect of sorting a problem that has wound people
up at breakfast time for decades."

The most successful way to cook an egg has baffled some of the greatest chefs in the past. In 1998, Delia
Smith dedicated a whole episode of her How To Cook programme on the best way to boil an egg. And last
year, a survey carried out by the magazine

Waitrose Food Limited showed five top chefs all had different techniques.
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