Sexual Assault: Will | Ever Feel Okay Again

Joe Biden sexual misconduct allegation

congressional aide Tara Reade alleged that Democratic nominee Joe Biden had sexually assaulted her in
1993 in a Capitol Hill office building when she was a staff

In March 2020, during that year's election campaign for President of the United States, congressional aide
Tara Reade alleged that Democratic nominee Joe Biden had sexually assaulted her in 1993 in a Capitol Hill
office building when she was a staff assistant in his office. Biden denied Reade's allegation.

Reade worked for Biden as a Congressional aidein 1992 and 1993, and later attended Antioch University and
Seattle University School of Law. She later worked as a domestic violence advocate. She said she suffered
emotional and violent physical abuse from both her father and ex-husband, which motivated her to work on
behalf of victims. Reade misrepresented herself and her life experiences on numerous occasions, including
lying under oath and in court proceedings. For example, she falsely claimed to hold a bachelor's degree from
Antioch University.

Before accusing Biden of sexual assault in 2020, Reade made other comments that cast her encounters with
Biden differently. In April 2019, Reade said that she filed a complaint in 1993 against Biden with a Senate
human resources office, in which she alleged that Biden had made her feel uncomfortable through comments
she deemed demeaning, allegedly including a compliment about her looks and a request for Reade to serve
drinks at a Senate event. However, in her complaint, Reade did not accuse Biden of any kind of sexual
misconduct and made no mention of the alleged assault.

In May 2023, Reade defected to Russia to seek Russian citizenship, citing security concerns. She announced
this during an interview with Sputnik in Moscow alongside activist Maria Butina. Reade said that she felt
safe in Moscow.

Bill Cosby sexual assault cases

drug-facilitated sexual assault, sexual battery, child sexual abuse, and sexual harassment. The earliest
incidents allegedly took place in the mid-1960s. Assault allegations

In 2014, multiple allegations emerged that Bill Cosby, an American film, television, and stand-up comedy
star often cited as atrailblazer for African Americansin the entertainment industry, had sexually assaulted
dozens of women throughout his career. Cosby was well known in the United States for his fatherly image
for his portrayal of Cliff Huxtable in the sitcom The Cosby Show (1984-1992) and gained a reputation as
"America’s Dad", but the allegations ended his career and sharply diminished his status as a pop culture icon.
He received numerous awards and honorary degrees throughout his career, many of which were revoked.
There were previous allegations against Cosby, but they were dismissed and accusers were ignored or
disbelieved.

Cosby has been accused by over 60 women of rape, drug-facilitated sexual assault, sexual battery, child
sexual abuse, and sexua harassment. The earliest incidents allegedly took place in the mid-1960s. Assault
allegations against Cosby became more public after a stand-up routine by fellow comedian Hannibal Buress
in October 2014, alluding to Cosby's covert sexua misbehavior; thereafter, many additional claimswere
made. The dates of the alleged incidents span from 1965 to 2008 in ten U.S. states and one Canadian
province. Cosby has maintained his innocence and repeatedly denied the allegations, but they nonethel ess
have effectively ended his career and destroyed hislegacy. Amid the allegations, numerous organizations
severed ties with Cosby and revoked honors and titles awarded to him. Media organizations pulled reruns of



The Cosby Show and other television programs featuring Cosby from syndication. Ninety-seven colleges and
universities rescinded honorary degrees.

Most of the alleged acts fall outside the statute of limitations for criminal legal proceedings, but criminal
charges were filed against Cosby in one case and numerous civil lawsuits were brought against him. As of
November 2015, eight related civil suits were active against him. Gloria Allred represented 33 of the alleged
victims. In July 2015, some court records were unsealed and released to the public from Andrea Constand's
2005 civil suit against Cosby, concerning a sexual assault in Cosby's home in January 2004; at that time, no
criminal charges were filed. The full transcript of his deposition was rel eased to the media by a court
reporting service. In his testimony, Cosby admitted to casual sex involving recreational use of the sedative-
hypnotic methagual one (Quaaludes) with a series of young women but with their full consent and
knowledge, and he acknowledged that his dispensing of the prescription drug wasillegal. In December 2015,
three Class |1 felony charges of aggravated indecent assault were filed against Cosby in Montgomery County,
Pennsylvania, based on allegations by Constand concerning incidents in January 2004. Cosby'sfirst tria in
June 2017 ended in amistrial. Cosby was found guilty of three counts of aggravated indecent assault at retrial
on April 26, 2018 and on September 25, 2018, he was sentenced to three to ten yearsin state prison and fined
$25,000 plus the cost of the prosecution, $43,611.

Cosby appealed on June 25, 2019, and the verdict was subsequently upheld and granted an appeal by the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court. On June 30, 2021, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court found that an agreement
with previous prosecutor Bruce Castor prevented Cosby from being charged in the case, and overruled the
conviction. The Supreme Court's decision prevents him from being tried on the same charges a third time.
The Montgomery County district attorney's office filed a certiorari petition asking the U.S. Supreme Court to
hear the case, but on March 7, 2022, the petition was denied, making the decision of the state supreme court
final. Cosby’ s legal issues continued following his release from prison. In 2014, Judy Huth had filed acivil
suit against Cosby in California, alleging that he had sexually assaulted her in 1975 at age 16. The trial began
in 2022, and the jury ruled in Huth's favour. Cosby was ordered to pay $500,000 in compensatory damages.
In 2023, nine women filed sexual assault suits against Cosby.

Woody Allen sexual abuse allegation

Goldblum said he would consider working with Woody Allen again, and the Internet is not okay& quot;. The
Washington Post. Retrieved November 8, 2019. Dowd,

In August 1992, American filmmaker and actor Woody Allen was alleged by actress Mia Farrow to have
sexually molested their adoptive daughter Dylan Farrow, then aged seven, in Mia Farrow's homein
Bridgewater, Connecticut. Allen has repeatedly denied the allegation, which was investigated and dismissed
by both the judge in the custody case and New Y ork Social Services. In Connecticut it was investigated
without charges being filed.

Allen and Mia Farrow were in aromantic relationship for seven years, from 1980 to 1987. They had three
children together: two adopted, Dylan and Moses, and one biological, Satchel (now known as Ronan
Farrow). The sexual abuse was alleged to have taken place eight months after Farrow learned that Allen and
Soon-Yi Previn, whom Farrow adopted with her former husband André Previn, had begun a sexual
relationship in December 1991. Previn was a 21-year-old first-year college student when the sexual
relationship began. Farrow learned of the relationship in January 1992, which Allen and Previn say was
within two weeks of its start, afact confirmed by the New Y ork Supreme and Appellate courts. Allen aleged
the relationship prompted Farrow to concoct the molestation allegation as an act of vengeance. The
Connecticut State's Attorney investigated the allegation but did not press charges, saying atrial would be
"questionable” and "fertile ground for defense attacks" and referring to the New Y ork Supreme Court's
decision to not give credence to the allegation. During the investigation the Connecticut State Police referred
Dylan to the Child Sexual Abuse Clinic of Yae-New Haven Hospital, which concluded that Allen had not
sexually abused Dylan and the allegation was probably coached or influenced by Mia Farrow. The New Y ork



Department of Social Services found "no credible evidence" to support the allegation.

In response to the allegation, Allen sued Farrow for sole custody of Dylan, Satchel, and Moses. He lost the
case in June 1993, though the judge agreed that the allegation of sexual abuse had not been proven and the
preponderance of the evidence indicated no abuse. Visitations with Dylan were to be resumed within six
months, as soon as Dylan had recovered from what she had suffered during theinitial custody case, while
Allen was given limited, supervised visitation with Satchel; Moses, a teenager, was allowed to decide for
himself. The decision was upheld on appeal in 1994 and 1995.

Dylan has repeated the allegation severa times as an adult, although with modifications of Mia's 1992
narrative. Her first public comment was in an interview with Maureen Orth for Vanity Fair in 2013, followed
by an open letter in the New Y ork Timesin 2014 and a Los Angeles Times op-ed in December 2017. Allen
has a so spoken publicly about the alegation, in aNew Y ork Times op-ed and in 2018 in a statement to CBS
News, each time denying it, and referring to the unanimous conclusions of multiple judicia investigations
that exonerated him. Miais accused of child abuse by two of her children, Moses and Soon-Yi, who also
accuse her of false allegations and of "brainwashing” Dylan. In a 2018 letter posted online, Moses—who was
14 at the time of the allegations—wrote that he felt a responsibility "as the man of the house" to carefully
watch Dylan and others the afternoon she was allegedly molested, and explained in detail why he believes the
allegation is false. He calls his coerced support of Miathe biggest mistake of hislife. He tweeted, "So many
times | saw my mother try to convince her that she was abused—and it has worked."

201516 New Y ear's Eve sexual assaults in Germany
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During the 2015-2016 celebrations of New Y ear's Eve in Germany, approximately 1,200 women were
reported to have been sexually assaulted, especially in the city of Cologne. In many of the incidents, while
these women were in public spaces, they were surrounded and assaulted by large groups of men who were
identified by officials as Muslim men of Arab or North African origin. The Federal Criminal Police Office
confirmed in July 2016 that 1,200 women had been sexually assaulted on that night.

By 4 January 2016, German media reports stated that, in Cologne, the perpetrators had mostly been described
by the victims and witnesses as being "North African”, "Arab", "dark-skinned", and "foreign". On 5 January
2016, the German government and the Cologne police speculated that the attacks might have been organized.
However, by 21 January, the government of North Rhine-Westphalia declared that there were no indications
of premeditated organized attacks, and on 11 February, the new Cologne police chief stated the same.
Instead, the Cologne police chief suggested that the perpetrators had come from countries where such sexual
assaults by groups of men against women are common. That suggestion was confirmed in a Federal Criminal
Police Office report in June 2016, which also identified five more factors contributing to the occurrence of
the attacks: group pressure, absence of police intervention, frustrations of migrants, disinhibition caused by
alcohol and/or drug use, and disinhibition due to lack of socia ties with indigenous German society.

By April 2016, statistics recorded by authorities indicated that out of the identified 153 suspectsin Cologne
who were convicted of sexual offenses and other crimes on New Y ear's Eve, two-thirds were originally from
Morocco or Algeria, 44% were asylum-seekers, another 12% were likely to have been in Germany illegally,
and 3% were underaged unaccompanied refugees. By July 2016, the police stated that half of the 120
identified suspects of sexual offenseson New Y ear's Eve had arrived in Germany during the year 2015, and
most of those 120 had come from North Africa, with four suspects having been convicted nationwide. By
November 2016, around 200 suspects of the sexual assaults had been identified across Germany.

E. Jean Carroll v. Donald J. Trump



claim of battery under the Adult Survivors Act, a New York law allowing sexual -assault victims to file civil
suits beyond expired statutes of limitations.

E. Jean Carroll v. Donald J. Trump is the name of two related lawsuits by American author E. Jean Carroll
against U.S. President Donald Trump. The two suits resulted in atotal of $88.3 million in damages awarded
to Carroll; both cases are under appeal. Both cases were related to Carroll's accusation from mid-2019
(during Trump'sfirst term) that he sexually assaulted her in late 1995 or early 1996. Trump denied the
allegations, prompting Carroll to sue him for defamation in November 2019 (a.k.a. Carroll I).

In November 2022, Carroll filed her second suit against Trump (a.k.a. Carroll 1), renewing her claim of
defamation and adding a claim of battery under the Adult Survivors Act, aNew Y ork law allowing sexual-
assault victims to file civil suits beyond expired statutes of limitations. This suit went to trial in April 2023.
Evidence included testimony from two friends Carroll spoke to after the alleged incident, a photograph of
Carroll with Trump in 1987, testimony from two women who had separately accused Trump of sexual
assault, footage from the Trump Access Hollywood tape and his October 2022 deposition. A jury verdict in
May 2023 found Trump liable for sexually abusing and defaming Carroll, and ordered him to pay US$5
million in damages. Trump made an unsuccessful counterclaim and in December 2024, lost hisinitial appeal.
His request for an en banc hearing was rejected in June 2025.

Carroll's accusation against Trump was more severe than the accusations made by other women. Regarding
the jury verdict, the judge asked the jury to find if the preponderance of the evidence suggested that Trump
raped Carroll under New Y ork's narrow legal definition of rape at that time, denoting forcible penetration
with the penis, as alleged by the plaintiff; the jury did not find Trump liable for rape and instead found him
liable for alesser degree of sexual abuse. In July 2023, Judge Kaplan said that the verdict found that Trump
had raped Carroll according to the common definition of the word, i.e. not necessarily implying penile
penetration. In August 2023, Kaplan dismissed a countersuit and wrote that Carroll's accusation of rapeis
"substantially true".

In September 2023, Kaplan issued a partial summary judgment regarding Carroll |, finding Trump liable for
defamation via his 2019 statements. The jury verdict from the January 2024 trial was $83.3 millionin
additional damages. To appeal, Trump secured a bond for this amount plus 10 percent.

In December 2024, Trump settled a defamation case with ABC News after anchor George Stephanopoul os
incorrectly stated that the jury found Trump liable for rape in the case. ABC News agreed to pay $15 million
to Trump's presidential library and $1 million for hislegal fees, as well asissue a public apology.

Sexual harassment

bribery, coercion, and assault. Harassment may be explicit or implicit, with some examples including making
unwanted sexually colored remarks, actions

Sexual harassment is atype of harassment based on the sex or gender of avictim. It can involve offensive
sexist or sexual behavior, verbal or physical actions, up to bribery, coercion, and assault. Harassment may be
explicit or implicit, with some examples including making unwanted sexually colored remarks, actions that
insult and degrade by gender, showing pornography, demanding or requesting sexual favors, offensive sexual
advances, and any other unwelcome physical, verbal, or non-verba (sometimes provocative) conduct based
on sex. Sexual harassment includes a range of actions from verbal transgressions to sexual abuse or assaullt.
Harassment can occur in many different social settings such as the workplace, the home, school, or religious
institutions. Harassers or victims can be of any gender.

In modern legal contexts, sexual harassment isillegal. Laws surrounding sexual harassment generally do not
prohibit simple teasing, offhand comments, or minor isolated incidents—that is due to the fact that they do

not impose a"general civility code". In the workplace, harassment may be considered illegal when itis
frequent or severe, thereby creating a hostile or offensive work environment, or when it resultsin an adverse



employment decision (such as the victim's demotion, firing or quitting). The legal and social understanding
of sexual harassment, however, varies by culture.

Sexual harassment by an employer isaform of illegal employment discrimination. For many businesses or
organizations, preventing sexua harassment and defending employees from sexual harassment charges have
become key goals of legal decision-making.

Y ungblud

January 2018, he released & quot; Polygraph Eyes& quot; from the EP, a song about sexual assault against
girls. Speaking to Harper & #039;s Bazaar, he stated that & quot;it needs

Dominic Richard Harrison (born 5 August 1997), known professionally as Y ungblud, is an English singer,
songwriter and actor. In 2018, he released his debut EP Y ungblud, followed by hisfirst full-length album
21st Century Liability. In 2019, he released his second EP, The Underrated Y outh, and the following year, he
released his second studio album, Weird!, which peaked at the top of the UK Albums Chart and reached
number 75 on the US Billboard 200. His third album, titled Y ungblud like hisfirst EP, was released in 2022
and reached number 1 on the UK Album Charts, as well as number 45 on the Billboard 200 and number 7 on
the U.S. Top Rock Albums chart.

Donald Trump Access Hollywood tape

lawyer s described such an action as sexual assault. Others argued that the remarks were an assertion that
sexual consent is easier to obtain for the famous

On October 7, 2016, one month before the United States presidential election that year, The Washington Post
published avideo and article about then-presidential candidate Donald Trump and television host Billy Bush
having a lewd conversation about women in September 2005. Trump and Bush were on a bus on their way to
film an episode of Access Hollywood, a show owned by NBCUniversal. In the video, Trump described his
attempt to seduce a married woman and indicated he might start kissing awoman that he and Bush were
about to meet. He added, "I don't even wait. And when you're a star, they let you do it. Y ou can do anything.
... Grab 'em by the pussy. Y ou can do anything." Many commentators and lawyers described such an action
as sexual assault. Others argued that the remarks were an assertion that sexual consent is easier to obtain for
the famous and wealthy.

News of the recording broke two days before the second 2016 presidential debate between Trump, the
Republican nominee, and Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton. Trump gave a statement in which he
apologized for the video's content, but he attempted to deflect attention by saying that Hillary's husband Bill
Clinton had "said far worse to me on the golf course”. The recording provoked strong reactions by media
figures and politicians across the political spectrum. Statements from Republican officials varied. Some,
including Trump's vice-presidential running mate Mike Pence, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell,
and Republican National Committee Chairman Reince Priebus, indicated their disapproval of Trump's words
but did not renounce their support or call for his resignation from the ticket. Other Republicans, most
prominently former presidential nominee John McCain, stated that they would no longer support Trump's
presidential campaign, and some called for his withdrawal from the ticket. House Speaker Paul Ryan
announced that he would no longer defend or support Trump's campaign, athough he did not officially
retract his endorsement of Trump.

Bush was fired from his position as a host on the Today show, another show owned by NBCUniversal and
aired on the NBC television network, and several women made allegations of sexual misconduct against
Trump. The release of the tape was regarded as an " October surprise”, influencing public opinion in the
weeks before the election. According to a 2020 study, it reduced public support for Trump. On Saturday
October 8, Trump released an apology video, calling the remarks "locker room banter” and apol ogized,
stating that "I've said and done things | regret”. Despite the controversy, Trump ultimately won the 2016



election.

Trump was shown the tape during an October 2022 deposition for a civil lawsuit brought by author E. Jean
Carroll, who accused Trump of raping her in 1995 or 1996. In response to questions from Carroll's attorney
about whether the statements in the tape were true, Trump replied, "historicaly, that's true with stars" and "if
you look over the last million years, | guess that's been largely true. Not always, but largely true.
Unfortunately, or fortunately.” The tape was used as evidence during the trial. On May 9, 2023, ajury found
Trump liable for sexual abuse and defamation against Carroll and ordered him to pay her $5 million. On July
19, 2023, Judge Kaplan denied Donald Trump's request for anew trial.

Chris Rock—Will Smith slapping incident

WIll: Yes. Chris: It wasa G.lI. Jane joke. Will: [Slowly, voicerising] Keep my wife&#039;s name out [ of]
your fucking mouth! Chris: 1&#039;m going to, okay? Oh

During the 94th Academy Awards on March 27, 2022, actor Will Smith walked onstage and slapped
comedian Chris Rock across the face during Rock's presentation for Best Documentary Feature. The slap was
in response to an unscripted joke Rock made about Smith's wife Jada Pinkett Smith's shaved head, which was
in response to alopecia. Rock said that he "can't wait to see" Pinkett Smith in a sequel to the film G.1. Jane
(1997), in which Demi Moore'stitular character has a shaved head. After slapping Rock, Smith returned to
his seat and shouted profanity twice at Rock, who briefly responded before completing his presentation
without further interruption.

Later that evening, Smith won Best Actor for hisrole in King Richard. In his acceptance speech, he
apologized to the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (AMPAS) and other nominees, but not to
Rock. The next day, he issued an apology to Rock and the AMPAS through social media. Smith resigned his
Academy membership on April 1, facing a potential suspension or expulsion, and was banned from attending
AMPAS eventsfor 10 years.

Live television broadcasts in the United States mostly muted the incident due to federal censorship laws.
However, uncensored international footage went viral on social media; an excerpt from the Australian
broadcast became one of the most-viewed online videosin the first 24 hours. The incident received
worldwide attention and largely overshadowed the rest of the ceremony.

Partner violence in hip-hop

& quot; Exposure to sexualized images in hip-hop has been found to influence black girls perception of male-
female gender roles, attitudes toward sexual assault, physical

Forbes magazine reported in 2017 that hip hop was the "dominant musical genre" in the U.S. music industry
and, for the first time, outsold any other U.S. musical genre. With its cultural foundation in the South Bronx,
hip hop has grown in popularity since its beginningsin 1979. Popular dominance of the genre coincided with
the international #MeToo movement, which exposed the sexual misconduct of men in positions of power in
the field of entertainment. Although women and men from all walks of life worldwide have shared their
#MeT oo stories, accounts in the music industry (particularly in the genre of rap) were few; the industry
evaded public scrutiny, despite its dominance as broadcast and streaming media.

A controversial issue in rap and hip-hop culture since its inception has been the violence and aggression of its
hardcore styles. The prevalence of misogyny, sexism and sexual violence in the lyrics of the most-popular
gangstarap lyrics triggered public debate about obscenity and indecency and was atopic of U.S. Senate
hearings during the mid-1990s. The common depiction of women as video vixens in music videos and being
called "bitches' or "hos" in derogatory and misogynistic lyrics may escalate gender violence and anti-black
misogyny (misogynoir). The multi-platinum sales of The Chronic by Dr. Dre (featuring Snoop Doggy Dogg)
in 1992 bely the genre'slyrics. In 1999, Anthony M. Giovacchini wrote about a song from the album in the



journal Poverty and Prejudice: Media and Race:
"Nuthin' but a'G' Thang" reads:

These lyrics portray women as dirty sex toys that have no value other than the pleasure they can provide
during intercourse.

Critics say that the pervasive usage of misogynistic language in rap and other popular genres, such as country
music, can help normalize attitudes trivializing women and encouraging sexual assault. Misogynistic lyricsin
popular music may contribute to rape culture. Songs referring to girls or women of color as usable or
disposable, with lyrics suggesting rape, assault and murder, evoke concern and criticism. Feminist critiques
insert "new guestions about representation, [provide] additional insight about embodied experience, and
[offer] aternative models for critical engagement” with hip hop, and misogynistic rhetoric has been discussed
in academic literature.

Songs considered misogynistic or sexist may be amplified by artists such as Rick Ross or XXX Tentacion in
an age of mobile music and technology. People from different age groups (tweens to adults) and backgrounds
in the U.S. and abroad have been repeatedly exposed to this content. Artists accused of violence against
women or sexual assault may still circulate their music. Case outcomes may be ignored due to love of the
music (if not the lyrics) and the artists who perform it. Consumers of rap and hip hop may perceive intimate-
partner violence as normal, rather than harmful.

The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) reported in 2001 that music, film and television convey "sexual
messages’ which areincreasingly "explicit in dialogue, lyrics, and behavior ... These messages contain
unrealistic, inaccurate, and misleading information that young people accept asfact." In 2010, another AAP
report stated that representations of sexuality in mass media such as music can lead to a "major disconnect
between what mainstream media portray—casual sex and sexuality with no consequences—and what
children and teenagers need—straightforward information about human sexuality and the need for
contraception when having sex."

In"Still on the Auction Block: The (S)exploitation of Black Adolescent Girlsin Rap(e) Music and Hip-Hop
Culture", achapter of The Sexualization of Childhood, Carolyn M. West discusses the effect of rape and
sexual imagesin hip hop. West writes, "Exposure to sexualized images in hip-hop has been found to
influence black girls perception of male-female gender roles, attitudes toward sexual assault, physical dating
violence, and physical attractiveness ... Music videos and lyrics that perpetuate gender inequality and glorify
risky sexual behaviors but rarely provide healthy sexual messages or emphasize possible negative health
consequences may increase the likelihood that black adolescent girls will have unplanned pregnancies, early
sexual onset, or sexually transmitted disease acquisition, including HIV/AIDS."
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