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Action Comics is an American comic book/magazine series that introduced Superman, one of the first major
superhero characters. The publisher was originally known as Detective Comics Inc., which later merged into
National Comics Publications (later National Periodical Publications), before taking on its current name of
DC Comics. Its original incarnation ran from 1938 to 2011 and stands as one of the longest-running comic
books with consecutively numbered issues. The second volume of Action Comics beginning with issue #1
ran from 2011 to 2016. Action Comics returned to its original numbering beginning with issue #957 (Aug.
2016).

Action Comics 1

Action Comics #1 (cover dated June 1938) is the first issue of the original run of the comic book/magazine
series Action Comics. It features the first

Action Comics #1 (cover dated June 1938) is the first issue of the original run of the comic book/magazine
series Action Comics. It features the first appearance of several comic-book heroes—most notably the Jerry
Siegel and Joe Shuster creation, Superman—and sold for 10 cents (equivalent to $2 in 2024). It is widely
considered to be both the beginning of the superhero genre and the most valuable comic book in the world.
Action Comics ran for 904 numbered issues (plus additional out-of-sequence special issues) before it
restarted its numbering in the fall of 2011. It returned to its original numbering with issue #957, published on
June 8, 2016 (cover-dated August) and reached its 1,000th issue in 2018.

On August 24, 2014, a copy graded 9.0 by CGC was sold on eBay for $3,207,852 USD (equivalent to
$4,260,753 in 2024); it was the first comic book to have sold for more than $3 million for a single original
copy.
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Action was a British weekly boys' comic published by IPC Magazines from 14 February 1976 to 5 November
1977, when it merged with war comic Battle after 86 issues. The comic was created by Pat Mills and Geoff
Kemp.

While initially a sales success, the comic quickly received media criticism for its violent content, causing a
moral panic that ultimately saw it withdrawn from sale by IPC in October 1976, amid rumours it was to be
banned. Action returned two months later in a much-sanitised form, quickly losing readers and being
cancelled the following year. Despite its short lifespan, Action was highly influential on the British comics
scene, and was a direct forerunner of the long-running 2000 AD.
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Action Comics #1000 (cover dated Early June 2018) is the 1,007th issue of the original run of the comic
book/magazine series Action Comics (after special #0 and #1,000,000 tie-ins to Zero Hour: Crisis in Time!
and DC One Million respectively; a second #0 in 2012; and #23.1, #23.2, #23.3, #23.4 in 2013). It features
several Superman stories from a variety of creators, including previously unpublished artwork by Curt Swan,
who drew Superman for nearly four decades. It was a commercial and critical success, being the most-
ordered comic of the month.
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Superman is a superhero created by writer Jerry Siegel and artist Joe Shuster, first appearing in issue #1 of
Action Comics, published in the United States on April 18, 1938. Superman has been regularly published in
American comic books since then, and has been adapted to other media including radio serials, novels, films,
television shows, theater, and video games. Superman is the archetypal superhero: he wears an outlandish
costume, uses a codename, and fights evil and averts disasters with the aid of extraordinary abilities.
Although there are earlier characters who arguably fit this definition, it was Superman who popularized the
superhero genre and established its conventions. He was the best-selling superhero in American comic books
up until the 1980s.

Superman was born Kal-El, on the fictional planet Krypton. As a baby, his parents Jor-El and Lara sent him
to Earth in a small spaceship shortly before Krypton was destroyed in an apocalyptic cataclysm. His ship
landed in the American countryside near the fictional town of Smallville, Kansas, where he was found and
adopted by farmers Jonathan and Martha Kent, who named him Clark Kent. The Kents quickly realized he
was superhuman; due to the Earth's yellow sun, all of his physical and sensory abilities are far beyond those
of a human, and he is nearly impervious to harm and capable of unassisted flight. His adoptive parents
having instilled him with strong morals, he chooses to use his powers to benefit humanity, and to fight crime
as a vigilante. To protect his personal life, he changes into a primary-colored costume and uses the alias
"Superman" when fighting crime. Clark resides in the fictional American city of Metropolis, where he works
as a journalist for the Daily Planet alongside supporting characters including his love interest and fellow
journalist Lois Lane, photographer Jimmy Olsen, and editor-in-chief Perry White. His enemies include
Brainiac, General Zod, and archenemy Lex Luthor.

Since 1939, Superman has been featured in both Action Comics and his own Superman comic. He exists
within the DC Universe, where he interacts with other heroes including fellow Justice League members like
Wonder Woman and Batman, and appears in various titles based on the team. Different versions of the
character exist in alternative universes; the Superman from the Golden Age of comic books has been labeled
as the Earth-Two version while the version appearing in Silver Age and Bronze Age comics is labeled the
Earth One Superman. His mythos also includes legacy characters such as Supergirl, Superboy and Krypto the
Superdog.

Superman has been adapted outside of comics. The radio series The Adventures of Superman ran from 1940
to 1951 and would feature Bud Collyer as the voice of Superman. Collyer would also voice the character in a
series of animated shorts produced by Fleischer/Famous Studios and released between 1941 and 1943.
Superman also appeared in film serials in 1948 and 1950, played by Kirk Alyn. Christopher Reeve would
portray Superman in the 1978 film and its sequels, and define the character in cinema for generations.
Superman would continue to appear in feature films, including a series starring Henry Cavill and a 2025 film
starring David Corenswet. The character has also appeared in numerous television series, including
Adventures of Superman, played by George Reeves, and Superman: The Animated Series, voiced by Tim
Daly.
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DC Comics (originally DC Comics, Inc., and also known simply as DC) is an American comic book
publisher owned by DC Entertainment, a subsidiary of Warner Bros. Discovery. DC is an initialism for
Detective Comics, a comic book series first published in 1937. DC Comics is one of the largest and oldest
American comic book companies, the first comic under the DC banner being published in 1937.

The majority of its published stories are set in the fictional DC Universe and feature numerous culturally
iconic heroic characters, such as Superman, Batman, Wonder Woman, and the Flash; as well as famous
fictional teams, including the Justice League, the Teen Titans, the Suicide Squad, and the Legion of
Superheroes. The universe contains an assortment of well-known supervillains, such as Lex Luthor, the
Joker, Darkseid, and the antihero Catwoman. The company has published non-DC Universe-related material,
including Watchmen, V for Vendetta, Fables, and many other titles, under the alternative imprint Vertigo and
DC Black Label.

Originally at 432 Fourth Avenue in Manhattan, New York City, the company offices have been located at
480 and later 575 Lexington Avenue, 909 Third Avenue, 75 Rockefeller Plaza, 666 Fifth Avenue, and 1325
Avenue of the Americas. DC Comics was located at 1700 Broadway in Midtown Manhattan until April 2015,
when DC Entertainment transferred its headquarters to Burbank, California.

In 2017, approximately 70% of the American comic book market was shared by DC Comics and its long-
time major competitor Marvel Comics, though this figure may be distorted by the fact that sales of graphic
novels are excluded. When all book sales are included, DC is the second largest publisher of comic books,
after Viz Media, and Marvel is third.
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Doomsday is a supervillain character appearing in American comic books published by DC Comics. Created
by Dan Jurgens, the character first made a cameo appearance in Superman: The Man of Steel #17 (November
1992) before being fully introduced in Superman: The Man of Steel #18 (December 1992). He has become
one of the most enduring enemies belonging to Superman's rogues gallery. Doomsday ranked as #46 on
IGN's list of the Top 100 Comic Book Villains of All Time. The character is best known as Superman's killer
in the 1992 storyline, "The Death of Superman".

Doomsday appears in the film Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice, where he was portrayed by Robin
Atkin Downes through voice acting and motion capture.
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Krypton is a fictional planet appearing in American comic books published by DC Comics, most commonly
appearing or mentioned in stories starring the superhero Superman as the world from where he came. The
planet was created by Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster, and was named after the chemical element krypton. It was
first mentioned in Action Comics #1 (June 1938) and made its first appearance in Superman #1 (1939).
Krypton is destroyed immediately after Superman, as the baby Kal-El, is sent from the planet in a spacecraft
by his parents, although the exact details of its destruction have varied over publication history.
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The planet is portrayed as having been far more technologically advanced than Earth, and having orbited a
red sun. Kryptonians were the dominant species on Krypton, and its inhabitants included Supergirl, Krypto
the Superdog, Beppo the Super-Monkey, Power Girl (in her case, an alternate-universe version designated
"Krypton-Two"), and the supervillain General Zod.

Krypton appears in several television series such as Adventures of Superman, Lois & Clark: The New
Adventures of Superman, Superman: The Animated Series, Smallville, Supergirl, and Krypton. It also
appears in the films Superman (1978) and Man of Steel (2013).
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Action Lab Entertainment (also known as Action Lab Comics or ALE), is an American publisher of comic
books, known primarily for the publication of the all-ages fantasy title Princeless, as well as a wide range of
titles from all genres. The company is also known for embracing digital comics and is recognized as one of
the first publishers to release a digital-only Free Comic Book Day title.
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Brainiac (Vril Dox) is a supervillain appearing in American comic books published by DC Comics. Created
by writer Otto Binder and artist Al Plastino, Brainiac first appeared in Action Comics #242 (1958), and has
since endured as one of Superman's greatest enemies.

Brainiac is commonly depicted as a superintelligent android or cyborg from the planet Colu who is obsessed
with collecting all knowledge in the known universe. He travels the galaxy and shrinks cities to bottle size for
preservation on his skull-shaped spaceship before destroying their source planets, believing the knowledge he
acquires to be most valuable if he alone possesses it. Among these shrunken cities is Kandor, the capital of
Superman's home planet Krypton, and Brainiac is even responsible for Krypton's destruction in some
continuities. Regarded as one of the most dangerous threats in the DC Universe, Brainiac has come into
repeated conflict with Superman and the Justice League. Although stories often end in Brainiac's apparent
destruction, the character's artificial consciousness is resurrected in new physical forms, some robotic and
others more organic-based in appearance.

The character has been adapted in various media incarnations, having been portrayed in live-action by James
Marsters in Smallville and Blake Ritson in Krypton. Corey Burton, John Noble, Jeffrey Combs, Michael
Emerson, and others have provided Brainiac's voice in animation and video games. The character's name, a
portmanteau of the words brain and maniac, is believed by etymologists to be the inspiration for the informal
noun brainiac entering common use in the 1970s.
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