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Watchmen is a comic book limited series by the British creative team of writer Alan Moore, artist Dave
Gibbons, and colorist John Higgins. It was published monthly by DC Comicsin 1986 and 1987 before being
collected in asingle-volume edition in 1987. Watchmen originated from a story proposal Moore submitted to
DC featuring superhero characters that the company had acquired from Charlton Comics. As Moore's
proposed story would have left many of the characters unusable for future stories, managing editor Dick
Giordano convinced Moore to create original characters instead.

Moore used the story as a means of reflecting contemporary anxieties, deconstructing and satirizing the
superhero concept, and making political commentary. Watchmen depicts an aternate history in which
superheroes emerged in the 1940s and 1960s and their presence changed history so that the United States
won the Vietham War and the Watergate scandal was never exposed. In 1985, the country is edging toward
World War I11 with the Soviet Union, freelance costumed vigilantes have been outlawed and most former
superheroes are in retirement or working for the government. The story focuses on the protagonists' personal
development and moral struggles as an investigation into the murder of a government-sponsored superhero
pulls them out of retirement.

Gibbons uses a nine-panel grid layout throughout the series and adds recurring symbols such as a blood-
stained smiley face. All but the last issue feature supplemental fictional documents that add to the series
backstory and the narrative is intertwined with that of another story, an in-story pirate comic titled Tales of
the Black Freighter, which one of the characters reads. Structured at times as a nonlinear narrative, the story
skips through space, time, and plot. In the same manner, entire scenes and dialogues have parallels with
others through synchronicity, coincidence, and repeated imagery.

A commercia success, Watchmen has received critical acclaim both in the comics and mainstream press.
Watchmen was recognized in Time's List of the 100 Best Novels as one of the best English language novels
published since 1923. In aretrospective review, the BBC's Nicholas Barber described it as "'the moment
comic books grew up". Moore opposed thisidea, stating, "I tend to think that, no, comics hadn't grown up.
There were afew titles that were more adult than people were used to. But the majority of comicstitles were
pretty much the same as they'd ever been. It wasn't comics growing up. | think it was more comics meeting
the emotional age of the audience coming the other way."

After several attempts to adapt the seriesinto afeature film, director Zack Snyder's Watchmen was rel eased
in 2009. An episodic video game, Watchmen: The End Is Nigh, was released to coincide with the film's
release.

DC Comics published Before Watchmen, a series of nine prequel miniseries, in 2012, and Doomsday Clock,
a 12-issue limited series and sequel to the original Watchmen series, from 2017 to 2019 — both without
Moore's or Gibbons' involvement. The second series integrated the Watchmen characters within the DC
Universe. A standalone sequel, Rorschach by Tom King, began publication in October 2020. A television
continuation to the original comic, set 34 years after the comic's timeline, was broadcast on HBO from
October to December 2019 with Gibbons' involvement. Moore has expressed his displeasure with adaptations
and sequels of Watchmen and asked it not be used for future works.
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Watchmen is a 2009 American superhero film based on the comic book limited series by Dave Gibbons, and
published by DC Comics. Directed by Zack Snyder from a screenplay by David Hayter and Alex Tse, the
film features Malin Akerman, Billy Crudup, Matthew Goode, Carla Gugino, Jackie Earle Haley, Jeffrey
Dean Morgan, and Patrick Wilson. A dark and dystopian deconstruction of the superhero genre, the filmis
set in an alternate history in the year 1985 at the height of the Cold War, as a group of mostly retired
American superheroes investigate the murder of one of their own before uncovering an elaborate and deadly
conspiracy with which they are all connected.

For nearly two decades from October 1987 until October 2005, a live-action film adaptation of the
Watchmen series became stranded in development hell. Producers Lawrence Gordon and Joel Silver began
developing the project at 20th Century Fox, later moving it to Warner Bros. Pictures, the sister company of
Watchmen publisher DC Comics, and hiring director Terry Gilliam, who eventually left the production and
deemed the complex comic "unfilmable”. During the 2000s, Gordon and Lloyd Levin collaborated with
Universal Pictures, Revolution Studios and Paramount Pictures to produce the film. Directors David Hayter,
Darren Aronofsky, and Paul Greengrass were attached to the project before it was canceled over budget
disputes. In October 2005, the project returned to Warner Bros., where Snyder was hired to direct. Paramount
remained asits international distributor, whereas Warner Bros. would distribute the film in the United States.
However, Fox sued Warner Bros. for copyright violation arising from Gordon's failure to pay a buy-out in
1991, which enabled him to develop the film at the other studios. Fox and Warner Bros. settled this before
the film's release, with Fox receiving a portion of the gross. Principal photography began in Vancouver, in
September 2007. As with his previous film 300 (2006), Snyder closely modeled his storyboards on the comic
but chose not to shoot all of Watchmen using green screens and opted for real setsinstead.

Following its world premiere at Odeon Leicester Square on February 23, 2009, the film was released in both
conventional and IMAX theatres on March 6, 2009. The film underperformed at the box office, grossing over
$185.4 million worldwide against a production budget between $130-138 million; however, the film later
found financial success at the home media markets. Greg Silverman (former Warner Bros. executive) said
that the film did later become profitable.

The film received mixed to positive reviews from fans and critics; the style was praised, but Snyder was
accused of making an action film that lacked the thematic depth and nuance of the comic. Over the years, it
gained acult following. A DVD based on elements of the Watchmen universe was released, including an
animated adaptation of the Tales of the Black Freighter comic within the story voiced by Gerard Butler and a
fictional documentary titled Under the Hood detailing the older generation of superheroes from the film's
backstory. A director's cut with 24 minutes of additional footage was released in July 2009. The "Ultimate
Cut" edition incorporated the animated comic Tales of the Black Freighter into the narrative asit wasin the
original graphic novel, lengthening the runtime to 3 hours and 35 minutes, and was released on November
10, 2009. The director's cut was better received than the theatrical release.
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Watchmen is a 2019 American superhero drama limited series written as a sequel to the 1986 DC Comics
series of the sametitle created by Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons. The TV series was created for HBO by
Damon Lindelof, who also served as an executive producer and writer. Its ensemble cast includes Regina
King, Don Johnson, Tim Blake Nelson, Y ahya Abdul-Mateen |1, Andrew Howard, Jacob Ming-Trent, Tom
Mison, Sara Vickers, Dylan Schombing, Louis Gossett Jr. and Jeremy Irons. Jean Smart and Hong Chau
joined the cast in later episodes.



Lindelof likened the television seriesto a"remix" of the original comic series. While the seriesis technically
asequel that takes place 34 years after the events of the comics within the same alternate reality, Lindel of
wanted to introduce new characters and conflicts which created a new story within the Watchmen continuity,
rather than creating a reboot. The series focuses on events surrounding racist violence in present-day Tulsa,
Oklahoma. A white supremacist group called the Seventh Kavalry has taken up arms against the Tulsa Police
Department because of perceived racial injustices, causing the police to conceal their identities with masksto
prevent the Seventh Kavalry from targeting them in their homes following the "White Night". Angela Abar
(portrayed by King), a detective known as Sister Night, investigates the murder of her friend and the chief of
the police, Judd Crawford (Johnson), and discovers secrets regarding the situations around vigilantism.

The series, promoted by HBO as an ongoing drama series, premiered on October 20, 2019, before concluding
its nine-episode run on December 15. Lindelof |eft hisrole as showrunner after the first season, stating that
he had completed his intended story. HBO subsequently confirmed there are no further plans for the show to
continue without Lindelof returning in some capacity, and reclassified the work as a limited series with
possible future installments.

Watchmen received widespread critical acclaim for its performances, writing, visuals, score, and expansion
of the source material, as well as commendation for highlighting the 1921 Tulsa race massacre. The series
received 11 awards at the 72nd Primetime Emmy Awards — the most for any show in 2020.
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Watchmen is a 2024 American adult animated two-part superhero film directed by Brandon Vietti and
written by J. Michael Straczynski. It stars an ensemble cast including Matthew Rhys, Katee Sackhoff, Titus
Weélliver, Troy Baker, Adrienne Barbeau, and Michael Cerveris. Chapter 1 isthe 60th film, and Chapter 2 is
the 61st film of the DC Universe Animated Original Movies, and produced by Warner Bros. Animation,
Paramount Pictures, and DC Entertainment, and distributed by Warner Bros. Home Entertainment in North
Americaand Paramount Home Entertainment elsewhere, the film is based on the DC Comics limited series
Watchmen co-created and illustrated by Dave Gibbons with co-creator and author Alan Moore choosing to
remain uncredited. Set in an aternate 1985, the film follows a group of outlawed and retired superheroes who
investigate a conspiracy following the murder of one of their own. Gibbons served as a consulting producer
on the film. Animation for the film was provided by Studio Mir.

Thefirst part (titled Watchmen Chapter ) was released on August 13, 2024, while the second part (titled
Watchmen Chapter I1) was released on November 26, 2024.
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Watchman or Watchmen may refer to:
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Watchmen is a twelve-issue comic book limited series created by Alan Moore, Dave Gibbons, and John
Higgins, published by DC Comicsin 1986 and 1987. Watchmen

Watchmen is atwelve-issue comic book limited series created by Alan Moore, Dave Gibbons, and John
Higgins, published by DC Comicsin 1986 and 1987. Watchmen focuses on six main characters: the
Comedian, Doctor Manhattan, Nite Owl |1, Ozymandias, Rorschach, and the Silk Spectre 11. These characters



were originally based on the Mighty Crusaders and then reworked in an unsolicited proposal to fit superhero
properties DC had acquired from Charlton Comicsin the early 1980s. Moore later based the team's
predecessors, the Minutemen, on the Mighty Crusaders. Since the publisher planned to integrate Charlton's
superheroes into the main DC Universe and the script would have made many of them unusable for future
stories, serieswriter Alan Moore eventually agreed to create original characters. Moore wished the main
charactersto present six radically opposing ways to perceive the world, and to give readers of the story the
privilege of determining which one was most morally comprehensible.

The protagonists of Watchmen were reused in the prequel series Before Watchmen, which also gave
backstories to several minor characters from the original graphic novel, and introduced new characters.

Later on, several Watchmen characters reappeared in the limited series Doomsday Clock, bringing them into
the main DC Universe.

Thetelevision series Watchmen is set in the same canon as the limited series, taking place in 2019 in Tulsa,
Oklahoma
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Adrian Alexander Veidt, also known as Ozymandias ( OZ-im-AN-dee-?s), isafictional character and the
main antagonist in the graphic novel limited series Watchmen, published by DC Comics. Created by Alan
Moore and Dave Gibbons, named "Ozymandias® in the manner of Ramesses |1, his name recalls the famous
poem by Percy Bysshe Shelley, which takes asits theme the fleeting nature of empire and is excerpted as the
epigraph of one of the chapters of Watchmen.

Ozymandias is ranked number 25 on Wizard's Top 200 Comic Book Characterslist and number 21 on IGN's
Top 100 Villains list.

Veidt made his live-action debut in the 2009 film Watchmen, played by Matthew Goode. An older Adrian
Veidt appeared in the 2019 limited television series Watchmen, played by Jeremy Irons.
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Walter Joseph Kovacs, also known as Rorschach, is afictional antihero and one of the two main protagonists
(alongside Nite Owl) of the graphic novel limited series Watchmen, published by DC Comicsin 1986.
Rorschach was created by writer Alan Moore with artist Dave Gibbons; as with most of the main characters
in the series, he was an analogue for a Charlton Comics character; in this case, Steve Ditko's the Question.
Moore also modeled Rorschach on Mr. A, another Steve Ditko creation on whom the Question was originally
based.

While Watchmen has an ensemble cast, many consider Rorschach to be the primary protagonist as he drives
most of the plot forward and serves as the series narrator. In the beginning of the story, heisintroduced as
the only masked vigilante to remain active on his own terms and initiative, a criminal outlaw as opposed to
other former superheroes now covertly employed by the U.S. government. A ruthless crime-fighter,
Rorschach believes in moral absolutism—good and evil as pure ends, with no shades of gray—which
compels him to seek to punish any evidence of evil at all costs. His mask displays a constantly morphing
inkblot based on the ambiguous designs used in Rorschach inkblot tests, also his namesake, with the mask's
black and white coloring consistent with his sense and view of morality.



The original character was positively received, with multiple references in other comic titles and appearances
in other media. He reappears in the Before Watchmen comic book prequel including his own miniseries.
Rorschach made his live-action debut in DC's 20th full-length live-action feature film Watchmen, played by
Jackie Earle Haley, who also voices him in the video game Watchmen: The End Is Nigh.

A successor to the Rorschach mantle, named Reggie Long, debuted in the sequel limited series Doomsday
Clock, which connects the Watchmen universe with the mainstream DC Universe. Another incarnation of
Rorschach, Wil Myerson, appears in the DC Black Label limited series Rorschach, a standal one sequel to
Watchmen.
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Before Watchmen is a series of comic books published by DC Comicsin 2012. Acting as a prequel to the
1986 12-issue Watchmen limited series by writer Alan Moore and artist Dave Gibbons, the project consists
of eight limited series and one one-shot (though two were planned) for atotal of 37 issues.
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Quis custodiet ipsos custodes? is a Latin phrase found in the Satires (Satire V1, lines 347-348), awork of the
1st—2nd century Roman poet Juvenal. It may be trandated as "Who will guard the guards themselves?' or
"Who will watch the watchmen?'.

The original context deals with the problem of ensuring marital fidelity, though the phrase is now commonly
used more generally to refer to the problem of controlling the actions of persons in positions of power, an
issue discussed by Plato in the Republic. It is not clear whether the phrase was written by Juvenal, or whether
the passage in which it appears was interpolated into his works.
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