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"What Is Life" is a song by the English rock musician George Harrison from his 1970 triple album All
Things Must Pass. In many countries, it was issued as the second single from the album, in February 1971,
becoming a top-ten hit in the United States, Canada and elsewhere, and topping singles charts in Australia
and Switzerland. In the United Kingdom, "What Is Life" appeared as the B-side to "My Sweet Lord", which
was the best-selling single there of 1971. Harrison's backing musicians on the song include Eric Clapton and
the entire Delaney & Bonnie and Friends band, with whom he had toured during the final months of the
Beatles. Harrison co-produced the recording with Phil Spector, whose Wall of Sound production also
employed a prominent string arrangement by John Barham and multiple acoustic rhythm guitars, played by
Harrison's fellow Apple Records signings Badfinger.

An uptempo soul tune, "What Is Life" is one of several Harrison love songs that appear to be directed at both
a woman and a deity. Harrison wrote the song in 1969 and originally intended it as a track for his friend and
Apple protégé Billy Preston to record. Built around a descending guitar riff, it is one of Harrison's most
popular compositions and was a regular inclusion in his live performances. Rolling Stone magazine has
variously described it as a "classic" and an "exultant song of surrender".

"What Is Life" has appeared in the soundtrack for feature films such as Goodfellas (1990), Patch Adams
(1998), Big Daddy (1999), Away We Go (2009), This Is 40 (2012) and Instant Family (2018). Harrison's
original recording was included on the compilations The Best of George Harrison and Let It Roll, and live
versions appear on his album Live in Japan (1992) and in Martin Scorsese's 2011 documentary George
Harrison: Living in the Material World. In 1972, Olivia Newton-John had a UK hit with her version of the
song. Ronnie Aldrich, the Ventures and Shawn Mullins are among the other artists who have covered the
track.
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What Is Life? The Physical Aspect of the Living Cell is a 1944 science book written for the lay reader by the
physicist Erwin Schrödinger. The book was based on a course of public lectures delivered by Schrödinger in
February 1943, under the auspices of the Dublin Institute for Advanced Studies, where he was Director of
Theoretical Physics, at Trinity College, Dublin. The lectures attracted an audience of about 400, who were
warned "that the subject-matter was a difficult one and that the lectures could not be termed popular, even
though the physicist’s most dreaded weapon, mathematical deduction, would hardly be utilized."
Schrödinger's lecture focused on one important question: "how can the events in space and time which take
place within the spatial boundary of a living organism be accounted for by physics and chemistry?"

In the book, Schrödinger introduced the idea of an "aperiodic solid" that contained genetic information in its
configuration of covalent chemical bonds. In the 1940s, this idea stimulated enthusiasm for discovering the
chemical basis of genetic inheritance. Although the existence of some form of hereditary information had
been hypothesized since 1869, its role in reproduction and its helical shape were still unknown at the time of
Schrödinger's lecture. In 1953, James D. Watson and Francis Crick jointly proposed the double helix
structure of deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) on the basis of, amongst other theoretical insights, X-ray



diffraction experiments conducted by Rosalind Franklin. They both credited Schrödinger's book with
presenting an early theoretical description of how the storage of genetic information would work, and each
independently acknowledged the book as a source of inspiration for their initial researches.
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The meaning of life is the concept of an individual's life, or existence in general, having an inherent
significance or a philosophical point. There is no consensus on the specifics of such a concept or whether the
concept itself even exists in any objective sense. Thinking and discourse on the topic is sought in the English
language through questions such as—but not limited to—"What is the meaning of life?", "What is the
purpose of existence?", and "Why are we here?". There have been many proposed answers to these questions
from many different cultural and ideological backgrounds. The search for life's meaning has produced much
philosophical, scientific, theological, and metaphysical speculation throughout history. Different people and
cultures believe different things for the answer to this question. Opinions vary on the usefulness of using time
and resources in the pursuit of an answer. Excessive pondering can be indicative of, or lead to, an existential
crisis.

The meaning of life can be derived from philosophical and religious contemplation of, and scientific
inquiries about, existence, social ties, consciousness, and happiness. Many other issues are also involved,
such as symbolic meaning, ontology, value, purpose, ethics, good and evil, free will, the existence of one or
multiple gods, conceptions of God, the soul, and the afterlife. Scientific contributions focus primarily on
describing related empirical facts about the universe, exploring the context and parameters concerning the
"how" of life. Science also studies and can provide recommendations for the pursuit of well-being and a
related conception of morality. An alternative, humanistic approach poses the question, "What is the meaning
of my life?"
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"What Is Life" is a 1970 song by George Harrison, later covered by Olivia Newton-John.

What Is Life may also refer to:

"What Is Life?" (Black Uhuru song), a song from the 1984 album Anthem

What Is Life?, a 1944 book by physicist Erwin Schrödinger

What Is Life?, a 1947 book by evolutionary biologist J. B. S. Haldane

What Is Life (to me without thee), a translation of Gluck's Che Faro Senza Euridice from his 1762 opera
Orfeo ed Euridice

"What is Life?" (Adventure Time), 15th episode of American animated television series Adventure Time
season 1

What Is Life? (album), 2021 by Brett Kissel

What is Life?, 2023 album by Dax
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What a Life may refer to: What a Life! (novel), a 1911 novel by E. V. Lucas and George Morrow What a Life
(short film), a 1930 short film directed by
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Life, also known as biota, refers to matter that has biological processes, such as signaling and self-sustaining
processes. It is defined descriptively by the capacity for homeostasis, organisation, metabolism, growth,
adaptation, response to stimuli, and reproduction. All life over time eventually reaches a state of death, and
none is immortal. Many philosophical definitions of living systems have been proposed, such as self-
organizing systems. Defining life is further complicated by viruses, which replicate only in host cells, and the
possibility of extraterrestrial life, which is likely to be very different from terrestrial life. Life exists all over
the Earth in air, water, and soil, with many ecosystems forming the biosphere. Some of these are harsh
environments occupied only by extremophiles.

Life has been studied since ancient times, with theories such as Empedocles's materialism asserting that it
was composed of four eternal elements, and Aristotle's hylomorphism asserting that living things have souls
and embody both form and matter. Life originated at least 3.5 billion years ago, resulting in a universal
common ancestor. This evolved into all the species that exist now, by way of many extinct species, some of
which have left traces as fossils. Attempts to classify living things, too, began with Aristotle. Modern
classification began with Carl Linnaeus's system of binomial nomenclature in the 1740s.

Living things are composed of biochemical molecules, formed mainly from a few core chemical elements.
All living things contain two types of macromolecule, proteins and nucleic acids, the latter usually both DNA
and RNA: these carry the information needed by each species, including the instructions to make each type of
protein. The proteins, in turn, serve as the machinery which carries out the many chemical processes of life.
The cell is the structural and functional unit of life. Smaller organisms, including prokaryotes (bacteria and
archaea), consist of small single cells. Larger organisms, mainly eukaryotes, can consist of single cells or
may be multicellular with more complex structure. Life is only known to exist on Earth but extraterrestrial
life is thought probable. Artificial life is being simulated and explored by scientists and engineers.
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Kenneth Roy Feinberg (born October 23, 1945) is an American attorney specializing in mediation and
alternative dispute resolution. He served as the Chief of Staff to Senator Ted Kennedy, Special Master of the
U.S. government's September 11th Victim Compensation Fund and the Special Master for TARP Executive
Compensation. Additionally, Feinberg served as the government-appointed administrator of the BP
Deepwater Horizon Disaster Victim Compensation Fund. Feinberg was also appointed by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts to administer the One Fund—the victim assistance fund established in the
wake of the 2013 Boston Marathon bombing. Feinberg was also retained by General Motors to assist in their
recall response and by Volkswagen to oversee their U.S. compensation of VW diesel owners affected by the
Volkswagen emissions scandal. Feinberg was hired by The Boeing Company in July 2019, to oversee
distribution of $50 million to support 737 MAX crash victim families. Feinberg is also an adjunct professor
at the Columbia University School of Law, University of Pennsylvania Law School, Georgetown University
Law Center, New York University School of Law, the University of Virginia School of Law and at the
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law.
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"What's This Life For" is a song by American rock band Creed. It is the third single and ninth track off their
1997 debut album, My Own Prison. The song reached number one on the Billboard Hot Mainstream Rock
Tracks chart in the U.S., becoming their first number one hit on this chart. It remained on top for six weeks.
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What Is Life? is the fifth major-label studio album by Canadian country music artist Brett Kissel. It was
released on April 9, 2021, through Warner Music Canada, and ONErpm in the United States. It includes the
#1 Canada Country hit single "Make a Life, Not a Living", as well as "Night in the Life".
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"AKA... What a Life!" is a song by the English rock band Noel Gallagher's High Flying Birds. The song was
written by Noel Gallagher and was released through Gallagher's own label, Sour Mash Records and produced
by Dave Sardy whom Noel had previously worked with on Oasis records.

It was released on 9 September 2011 as the second single from the band's eponymous studio album, Noel
Gallagher's High Flying Birds (2011). Following the success of "The Death of You and Me", "AKA... What a
Life!" was released as a digital UK single on 9 September 2011, alongside "If I Had a Gun...", which was
released as a North American (digital) single on 31 August 2011. It was later physically released as a CD
single, 7" vinyl on 17 October 2011. It reached number twenty on the UK Singles Chart.
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