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London isthe capital and largest city of both England and the United Kingdom, with a population of
9,841,000 in 2025. Its wider metropolitan areaisthe largest in Western Europe, with a population of 15.1
million. London stands on the River Thames in southeast England, at the head of a 50-mile (80 km) tidal
estuary down to the North Sea, and has been amajor settlement for nearly 2,000 years. Its ancient core and
financial centre, the City of London, was founded by the Romans as Londinium and has retained its medieval
boundaries. The City of Westminster, to the west of the City of London, has been the centuries-long host of
the national government and parliament. London grew rapidly in the 19th century, becoming the world's
largest city at the time. Since the 19th century the name "London" has referred to the metropolis around the
City of London, historically split between the counties of Middlesex, Essex, Surrey, Kent and Hertfordshire,
which since 1965 has largely comprised the administrative area of Greater London, governed by 33 local
authorities and the Greater London Authority.

As one of the world's magjor global cities, London exerts a strong influence on world art, entertainment,
fashion, commerce, finance, education, healthcare, media, science, technology, tourism, transport and
communications. London is Europe’ s most economically powerful city, and is one of the world's major
financial centres. London hosts Europe's largest concentration of higher education institutions, comprising
over 50 universities and colleges and enrolling more than 500,000 students as at 2023. It is home to severa
of the world's leading academic institutions: Imperial College London, internationally recognised for its
excellence in natural and applied sciences, and University College London (UCL), a comprehensive
research-intensive university, consistently rank among the top ten globally. Other notable institutions include
King's College London (KCL), highly regarded in law, humanities, and health sciences; the London School
of Economics (L SE), globally prominent in social sciences and economics; and specialised institutions such
asthe Royal College of Art (RCA), Roya Academy of Music (RAM), the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art
(RADA), the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) and London Business School (LBYS). It isthe
most-visited city in Europe and has the world's busiest city airport system. The London Underground is the
world's oldest rapid transit system.

London's diverse cultures encompass over 300 languages. The 2025 population of Greater London of just
over 9.8 million made it Europe's third-most populous city, accounting for 13.1 per cent of the United
Kingdom's population and 15.5 per cent of England's population. The Greater London Built-up Areaisthe
fourth-most populous in Europe, with about 9.8 million inhabitants as of 2011. The London metropolitan
areais the third-most-populous in Europe, with about 15 million inhabitants as of 2025, making London a
megacity.

Four World Heritage Sites are located in London: Kew Gardens; the Tower of London; the site featuring the
Palace of Westminster, the Church of St Margaret, and Westminster Abbey; and the historic settlement in
Greenwich where the Royal Observatory defines the prime meridian (0° longitude) and Greenwich Mean
Time. Other landmarks include Buckingham Palace, the London Eye, Piccadilly Circus, St Paul's Cathedral,
Tower Bridge and Trafalgar Square. The city has the most museums, art galleries, libraries and cultural
venues in the UK, including the British Museum, the National Gallery, the Natural History Museum, Tate
Modern, the British Library and numerous West End theatres. Important sporting events held in London
include the FA Cup Final, the Wimbledon Tennis Championships and the London Marathon. It became the
first city to host three Summer Olympic Games upon hosting the 2012 Summer Olympics.
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AnnaMinton is aBritish writer, journalist, and academic. Born 19 April 1970, educated at Queen's College,
Oxford, Minton has worked as a foreign correspondent, business reporter and social affairs writer and has
won anumber of national journalism awards. She is the author of Big Capital: Who is London For?
(Penguin, 2017) and Ground Control: Fear and Happiness in the Twenty-First Century City (Penguin, 2009).
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Ben Dylan Aaronovitch (born 22 February 1964) is an English author and screenwriter. He is the author of
the series of novels Rivers of London. He also wrote two Doctor Who serials in the late 1980s and spin-off
novels from Doctor Who and Blake's 7.

JLL (company)

through JLL Technologies, and venture capital investments through its PropTech fund, JLL Spark. The
company is ranked 188 on the Fortune 500. After LaSalle

Jones Lang LaSalle Incorporated (JLL) isaglobal real estate services company headquartered in Chicago.
The company has offices in 80 countries. It offers investment management services worldwide, including
servicesto institutional and retail investors, and to high-net-worth individuals, as well as technology products
through JLL Technologies, and venture capital investments through its PropTech fund, JLL Spark. The
company is ranked 188 on the Fortune 500.
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Jonathan Randal Vaughan (born 16 July 1966) is an English television and radio presenter and a film critic.
He was the main presenter of Capital Breakfast alongside Lisa Snowdon on 95.8 Capital FM between 2004
and 2011.

Vaughan currently presents the Radio X drivetime show, weekdays from 4 pm to 7 pm (commonly referred
toon air as The 4til7 Thang) and The Kickabout every Saturday from 11 am to 1 pm. Vaughan also writesa
weekly column in The Sun newspaper reviewing recent film releases.
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Capital (ISBN 9780571234622) is anovel by John Lanchester, published by Faber and Faber in 2012. The
novel is set in London before and during the 2008 financial crisis, jumping between December 2007, April
2008, and August 2008. Thetitle refers both to London as the capital city of the United Kingdom, and to
financial capital. All of the main characters have a connection to Pepys Road, a street in the south London
suburb of Clapham.
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The book deals with multiple contemporary issuesin British life including the 2008 financial crisis,
immigration, Islamic extremism, celebrity, and property prices. In 2015 athree-part TV adaptation by Peter
Bowker, and starring Lesley Sharp and Toby Jones, was filmed. The first episode was broadcast on BBC One
on 24 November 2015.
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Capital isathree 1 hour parts British television adaptation of John Lanchester's novel Capital. It was later
recut in four 45 minutes parts by Netflix. The series was written by Peter Bowker, directed by Euros Lyn and
produced by Matt Strevens for Kudos Film & Television Company. The story centres on the residents of a
road in South London as the value of each house in the street is approaching £3 million. They al begin to
receive repeated postcards with the message "We want what you have". The first episode was broadcast on
BBC One on 24 November 2015.
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Major film studios are production and distribution companies that release a substantial number of films
annually and consistently command a significant share of box office revenue in agiven market. In the
American and international markets, the major film studios, often known simply as the majors or the Big
Five studios, are commonly regarded as the five diversified media conglomerates whose various film
production and distribution subsidiaries collectively command approximately 80 to 85% of American box
office revenue. The term may also be applied more specifically to the primary motion picture business
subsidiary of each respective conglomerate.

Since the dawn of filmmaking, the major American film studios have dominated both American cinemaand
the global film industry. American studios have benefited from a strong first-mover advantage in that they
were thefirst to industrialize filmmaking and master the art of mass-producing and distributing high-quality
films with broad cross-cultural appeal. Today, the Big Five majors— Universal Pictures, Paramount Pictures,
Warner Bros., Walt Disney Studios, and Sony Pictures — routinely distribute hundreds of films every year
into all significant international markets (that is, where discretionary income is high enough for consumers to
afford to watch films). The mgjors enjoy "significant internal economies of scale" from their "extensive and
efficient [distribution] infrastructure,” whileit is "nearly impossible” for afilm to reach a broad international
theatrical audience without being first picked up by one of the majors for distribution. Today, all the Big Five
major studios are also members of the Motion Picture Association (MPA) and the Alliance of Motion Picture
and Television Producers (AMPTP).
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Sequoia Capital Operations, LLC (commonly known simply as Sequoia) is an American venture capital firm
headquartered in Menlo Park, California, specializing in seed stage, early stage, and growth stage
investments in private companies across technology sectors. As of January 2025, the firm had approximately
US$56 billion in assets under management.

Sequoiaisan umbrella brand for three regionally focused venture entities: Sequoia Capital Operations on
Europe and United States, Peak XV Partners on India and Southeast Asia, and HongShan on China.



Notable successful investments made by the firm include Apple, ByteDance, and Cisco.
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Capital punishment, also known as the death penalty and formerly called judicial homicide, isthe state-
sanctioned killing of a person as punishment for actual or supposed misconduct. The sentence ordering that
an offender be punished in such amanner is called a death sentence, and the act of carrying out the sentence
isan execution. A prisoner who has been sentenced to death and awaits execution is condemned and is
commonly referred to as being "on death row". Etymologically, the term capital (lit. 'of the head', derived via
the Latin capitalis from caput, "head") refers to execution by beheading, but executions are carried out by
many methods.

Crimes that are punishable by death are known as capital crimes, capital offences, or capital felonies, and
vary depending on the jurisdiction, but commonly include serious crimes against a person, such as murder,
nation, mass murder, child murder, aggravated rape, terrorism, aircraft hijacking, war crimes, crimes
against humanity, and genocide, along with crimes against the state such as attempting to overthrow
government, treason, espionage, sedition, and piracy. Also, in some cases, acts of recidivism, aggravated
robbery, and kidnapping, in addition to drug trafficking, drug dealing, and drug possession, are capital crimes
or enhancements. However, states have also imposed punitive executions, for an expansive range of conduct,
for political or religious beliefs and practices, for a status beyond one's control, or without employing any
significant due process procedures. Judicial murder is the intentional and premeditated killing of an innocent
person by means of capital punishment. For example, the executions following the show trialsin the Soviet
Union during the Great Purge of 1936-1938 were an instrument of political repression.

Asof 2021, 56 countries retain capital punishment, 111 countries have taken a position to abolished it de jure
for all crimes, 7 have abolished it for ordinary crimes (while maintaining it for special circumstances such as
war crimes), and 24 are abolitionist in practice. Although the mgjority of countries have abolished capital
punishment, over half of the world's population live in countries where the death penalty is retained. As of
2023, only 2 out of 38 OECD member countries (the United States and Japan) allow capital punishment.

Capital punishment is controversial, with many people, organisations, religious groups, and states holding
differing views on whether it is ethically permissible. Amnesty International declares that the death penalty
breaches human rights, specifically "the right to life and the right to live free from torture or cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment or punishment.” These rights are protected under the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, adopted by the United Nationsin 1948. In the European Union (EU), the Charter of Fundamental
Rights of the European Union prohibits the use of capital punishment. The Council of Europe, which has 46
member states, has worked to end the death penalty and no execution has taken place in its current member
states since 1997. The United Nations General Assembly has adopted, throughout the years from 2007 to
2020, eight non-binding resolutions calling for a global moratorium on executions, with support for eventual
abolition.
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