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The Christmas truce (German: Weihnachtsfrieden; French: Trêve de Noël; Dutch: Kerstbestand) was a series
of widespread unofficial ceasefires along the Western Front of the First World War around Christmas 1914.

The truce occurred five months after hostilities had begun. Lulls occurred in the fighting as armies ran out of
men and munitions and commanders reconsidered their strategies following the stalemate of the Race to the
Sea and the indecisive result of the First Battle of Ypres. In the week leading up to 25 December, French,
German, and British soldiers crossed trenches to exchange seasonal greetings and talk. In some areas, men
from both sides ventured into no man's land on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day to mingle and exchange
food and souvenirs. There were joint burial ceremonies and prisoner swaps, while several meetings ended in
carolling. Hostilities continued in some sectors, while in others the sides settled on little more than
arrangements to recover bodies.

The following year, a few units arranged ceasefires, but the truces were not nearly as widespread as in 1914;
this was, in part, due to strongly worded orders from commanders, prohibiting truces. Subsequently, soldiers
themselves became less amenable to truce by 1916; the war had become increasingly bitter after the human
losses suffered during the battles of 1915.

The truces were not unique to the Christmas period and reflected a mood of "live and let live", where infantry
close together would stop fighting and fraternise, engaging in conversation. In some sectors, there were
occasional ceasefires to allow soldiers to go between the lines and recover wounded or dead comrades; in
others, there was a tacit agreement not to shoot while men rested, exercised or worked in view of the enemy.
The Christmas truces were particularly significant due to the number of men involved and the level of their
participation—even in quiet sectors, dozens of men openly congregating in daylight was remarkable—and
are often seen as a symbolic moment of peace and humanity amidst one of the most violent conflicts in
human history.
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The Truce (Italian: La tregua), titled The Reawakening in the US, is a book by the Italian author Primo Levi.
It is the sequel to If This Is a Man and describes the author's experiences from the liberation of Auschwitz
(Monowitz), which was a concentration camp, until he reaches home in Turin, Italy, after a long journey. He
describes the situation in different displaced persons camps after the Second World War.
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Truce or ceasefire is a temporary stoppage of any armed conflict.

Truce may also refer to:



Truce (album), a 1982 album by Robin Trower and Jack Bruce

Truce (group), British R&B trio in the 1990s

"Truce" (song), a 1998 song by Jars of Clay

"Truce" (Tom Robinson song), on the 1982 album Cabaret '79

Truce term, a word used by children to call for a temporary respite

Ekecheiria, the spirit and personification of truce in Greek mythology

Flag of truce, an internationally recognized white flag

"Truce", a song by Twenty One Pilots from their album Vessel
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The Watts truce was a 1992 peace agreement among rival street gangs in Los Angeles, California, declared in
the neighborhood of Watts. The truce was reached just days before the 1992 Los Angeles riots and, although
not universally adhered to, was a major factor in the decline of street violence in the city between the 1990s
and 2010s.
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The Truce (La Tregua) is an autobiographical book by Primo Levi.

The Truce may also refer to:

The Truce (1974 film), a film based on Benedetti's novel

The Truce (1997 film), an adaptation of Primo Levi's book

La tregua, a 1960 novel by Mario Benedetti
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The Truce or Armistice of Pläswitz was a nine-week armistice during the Napoleonic Wars, agreed between
Napoleon I of France and the Allies on 4 June 1813 (the same day as the Battle of Luckau was being fought
elsewhere). It was proposed by Metternich during the retreat of the main Allied army into Silesia after
Bautzen, seconded by Napoleon (keen as he was to buy time to strengthen his cavalry, rest his army,
intimidate Austria by bringing the Army of Italy up to Laibach and negotiate a separate peace with Russia)
and keenly accepted by the Allies (thus buying time to woo Austrian support, bring in further British funding
and rest the exhausted Imperial Russian Army). The Truce conceded all of Saxony to Napoleon, in return for
territory along the Oder, and was initially scheduled to end on 10 July, but later extended to 10 August.
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In the time the Truce bought, the Landwehr was mobilised and Metternich finalised the Treaty of
Reichenbach on 27 June, agreeing that Austria would join the Allies should Napoleon fail to meet certain
conditions by a specific day. He failed to meet those conditions, the Truce was allowed to lapse without
renewal, and Austria declared war on 12 August. Napoleon later described the armistice as the greatest
mistake of his life.
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The Breton Civil War was a dynastic dispute between two claimants to the Duchy of Brittany which broke
out in May 1341, after the death of Duke John III. A complicating factor was the ongoing Hundred Years'
War between France and England. Philip VI of France supported the claim to the duchy of his nephew,
Charles of Blois; Edward III of England backed the rival claimant, John of Montfort. John seized most of the
fortified places in Brittany in 1341, but a French army sent to support Charles overran eastern Brittany and
captured John in November. John's wife, Joanna of Montfort, took command of her husband's field army, set
up her two-year-old son, also named John, as the faction's figurehead and heir to his father's claim to the
duchy, and appealed for English military intervention. A truce between France and England was in place, but
it was due to expire in June 1342.

In late May 1342 Charles led an army against the small but strongly walled port of Hennebont where Joanna
was based. Repeated assaults were rebuffed, but the delayed arrival of English reinforcements – caused by
lack of shipping and bad weather – forced the Montfortists to retreat to the extreme west of Brittany. The
English arrived in August, relieved Brest – where Charles was again besieging Joanna – and inflicted a heavy
defeat on Charles at the battle of Morlaix, the first land battle of the Hundred Years' War. Edward III arrived
with further English reinforcements, besieged Vannes, and in turn overran most of Brittany. Attempts to
reinforce or supply Edward from England failed and a French army greatly outnumbering the Anglo-
Montfortist force was raised and advanced to Malestroit, 18 miles (29 km) from the English camp. Philip
entered into negotiations with Edward and the Truce of Malestroit, which was supposed to pause hostilities
for three-and-a-half years, was agreed on 19 January 1343.

A peace conference was arranged in Avignon where, mediated by Pope Clement VI, a treaty to permanently
end the war was to be drafted. The conference did not convene until late 1344, due to English quibbling over
the arrangements. The proposals made by each side were unacceptable to the other. Neither displayed any
willingness to compromise, and the conference rapidly collapsed. After mutual provocations Edward
formally renounced the truce on 15 June 1345 and full-scale war resumed. Despite the truce, the Breton Civil
War had been grinding on as a disjointed and inconclusive series of petty sieges and skirmishes. The English
and their Montfortist allies held almost the whole of Brittany by 1345. The Breton Civil War continued until
1365, the Hundred Years' War until 1453.
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The Truce of Ulm (German: Waffenstillstand von Ulm) (also known as the Treaty of Ulm) was signed in
Ulm on 14 March 1647 between France, Sweden, and Bavaria. This truce was developed after France and
Sweden invaded Bavaria during the Thirty Years' War. Both invading nations forced Maximilian I, Elector of
Bavaria, to conclude the truce and renounce his alliance with Emperor Ferdinand III. However, Maximilian
broke the truce on 14 September and returned to his alliance with Ferdinand.

Irish War of Independence
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The Irish War of Independence (Irish: Cogadh na Saoirse), also known as the Anglo-Irish War, was a
guerrilla war fought in Ireland from 1919 to 1921 between the Irish Republican Army (IRA, the army of the
Irish Republic) and British forces: the British Army, along with the quasi-military Royal Irish Constabulary
(RIC) and its paramilitary forces the Auxiliaries and Ulster Special Constabulary (USC). It was part of the
Irish revolutionary period.

In April 1916, Irish republicans launched the Easter Rising against British rule and proclaimed an Irish
Republic. Although it was defeated after a week of fighting, the Rising and the British response led to greater
popular support for Irish independence. In the December 1918 election, republican party Sinn Féin won a
landslide victory in Ireland. On 21 January 1919 they formed a breakaway government (Dáil Éireann) and
declared Irish independence. That day, two RIC officers were killed in the Soloheadbeg ambush by IRA
volunteers acting on their own initiative. The conflict developed gradually. For most of 1919, IRA activity
involved capturing weaponry and freeing republican prisoners, while the Dáil set about building a state. In
September, the British government outlawed the Dáil throughout Ireland, Sinn Féin was proclaimed
(outlawed) in County Cork and the conflict intensified. The IRA began ambushing RIC and British Army
patrols, attacking their barracks and forcing isolated barracks to be abandoned. The British government
bolstered the RIC with recruits from Britain—the Black and Tans and Auxiliaries—who became notorious
for ill-discipline and reprisal attacks on civilians, some of which were authorised by the British government.
Thus the conflict is sometimes called the "Black and Tan War". The conflict also involved civil disobedience,
notably the refusal of Irish railwaymen to transport British forces or military supplies.

In mid-1920, republicans won control of most county councils, and British authority collapsed in most of the
south and west, forcing the British government to introduce emergency powers. About 300 people had been
killed by late 1920, but the conflict escalated in November. On Bloody Sunday in Dublin, 21 November
1920, fourteen British intelligence operatives were assassinated; then the RIC fired on the crowd at a Gaelic
football match in Croke Park, killing fourteen civilians and wounding sixty-five. A week later, the IRA killed
seventeen Auxiliaries in the Kilmichael Ambush in County Cork. In December, the British authorities
declared martial law in much of southern Ireland, and the centre of Cork city was burnt out by British forces
in reprisal for an ambush. Violence continued to escalate over the next seven months; 1,000 people were
killed and 4,500 republicans were interned. Much of the fighting took place in Munster (particularly County
Cork), Dublin and Belfast, which together saw over 75 percent of the conflict deaths.

The conflict in north-east Ulster had a sectarian aspect (see The Troubles in Ulster (1920–1922)). While the
Catholic minority there mostly backed Irish independence, the Protestant majority were mostly
unionist/loyalist. A mainly Protestant special constabulary was formed, and loyalist paramilitaries were
active. They attacked Catholics in reprisal for IRA actions, and in Belfast a sectarian conflict raged in which
almost 500 were killed, most of them Catholics. In May 1921, Ireland was partitioned under British law by
the Government of Ireland Act, which created Northern Ireland.

A ceasefire began on 11 July 1921. The post-ceasefire talks led to the signing of the Anglo-Irish Treaty on 6
December 1921. This ended British rule in most of Ireland and, after a ten-month transitional period overseen
by the Provisional Government, the Irish Free State was created as a self-governing Dominion on 6
December 1922. Northern Ireland remained within the United Kingdom. After the ceasefire, violence in
Belfast and fighting in border areas of Northern Ireland continued, and the IRA launched the failed Northern
Offensive in May 1922. In June 1922, disagreement among republicans over the Anglo-Irish Treaty led to the
eleven-month Irish Civil War. The Irish Free State awarded 62,868 medals for service during the War of
Independence, of which 15,224 were issued to IRA fighters of the flying columns.
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The Olympic Truce is a tradition originating from ancient Greece that dates back to 776 BC. A "truce" (from
Ancient Greek ????????? (ékécheiria) 'laying down of arms') was announced before and during the Olympic
Games to ensure the host city state (Elis) was not attacked and athletes and spectators could travel safely to
the Games and peacefully return to their respective countries.

In 1992, the International Olympic Committee (IOC) renewed this tradition by calling upon all nations to
observe the Truce during the modern Games. The Truce was revived by United Nations Resolution 48/11 of
25 October 1993, as well by the United Nations Millennium Declaration relating to the world peace and
security. Every two years since the 1993 resolution the United Nations has adopted, with varying levels of
consensus, a resolution reaffirming the ideals of the Olympic Truce.

In 1996, the Athens Bid Committee committed to revive the Olympic Truce and promoting it to the world
through the Olympic flame relay. Three years later, the IOC announced the establishment of the International
Olympic Truce Foundation and the International Olympic Truce Centre in cooperation with Greece. The
vision was to protect the interests of athletes and sport, and to promote peaceful principles in modern day.
Each host city was encouraged to embrace the meaning and spirit of the Olympic Truce in the planning and
staging of the Games.

As of 2022, the modern Olympic Truce starts one week before the main opening ceremony of the Olympic
Games and ends one week after the closing ceremony of the Paralympic Games. The Truce has been violated
multiple times in the modern history of the Games, including multiple violations committed by the United
States and the Russian Federation, with the most recent breach coming in 2022 with the Russian invasion of
Ukraine.
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