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The attack on Pearl Harbor was a surprise military strike by the Empire of Japan on the United States Pacific
Fleet at its naval base at Pearl Harbor on Oahu, Hawaii, on December 7, 1941. At the time, the U.S. was a
neutral country in World War II. The air raid on Pearl Harbor, which was launched from aircraft carriers,
resulted in the U.S. declaring war on Japan the next day. The Japanese military leadership referred to the
attack as the Hawaii Operation and Operation AI, and as Operation Z during its planning.

The attack on Pearl Harbor was preceded by months of negotiations between the U.S. and Japan over the
future of the Pacific. Japanese demands included that the U.S. end its sanctions against Japan, cease aiding
China in the Second Sino-Japanese War, and allow Japan to access the resources of the Dutch East Indies.
Japan sent out its naval attack group on November 26, 1941, just prior to receiving the Hull note, which
stated the U.S. desire that Japan withdraw from China and French Indochina. Isoroku Yamamoto,
commander of the Japanese Combined Fleet, planned the attack as a pre-emptive strike on the Pacific Fleet,
based at Pearl Harbor since 1940 in order to prevent it from interfering with Japan's planned actions in
Southeast Asia. Yamamoto hoped that the strike would enable Japan to make quick territorial gains and
negotiate a peace. In addition to Pearl Harbor, over seven hours Japan launched coordinated attacks on the
U.S.-held Philippines, Guam, and Wake Island; and on the British Empire in Malaya, Singapore, and Hong
Kong.

The attack force, commanded by Ch?ichi Nagumo, began its attacks at 7:48 a.m. Hawaiian time (6:18 p.m.
GMT) on December 7, 1941. The base was attacked by 353 fighters, level and dive bombers, and torpedo
bombers in two waves launched from six aircraft carriers. Of the eight U.S. battleships present, all were
damaged and four were sunk. All but Arizona were later raised, and six were returned to service during the
war. The Japanese also sank or damaged three cruisers, three destroyers, an anti-aircraft training ship, and a
minelayer. More than 180 U.S. aircraft were destroyed. A total of 2,403 Americans were killed and 1,178
others were wounded, while the Japanese lost a total of 29 aircraft, five midget submarines, and 130 men.
The three U.S. carriers stationed at Pearl Harbor were at sea at the time, and important base installations,
including its oil storage and naval repair facilities, were not attacked.

Japan declared war on the U.S. and the British Empire later that day (December 8 in Tokyo), but the
declarations were not delivered until the next day. On December 8, both the United Kingdom and U.S.
declared war on Japan. On December 11, though they had no formal obligation to do so under the Tripartite
Pact with Japan, Germany and Italy each declared war on the United States, which responded with a
declaration of war against Germany and Italy. While there were historical precedents for unannounced
military action by Japan, the lack of a formal warning and perception that the attack had been unprovoked led
U.S. president Franklin D. Roosevelt to famously label December 7, 1941, "a date which will live in infamy".
The attack was the deadliest event ever in Hawaii, and the deadliest foreign attack on the U.S. until the
September 11 attacks of 2001.
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The Pearl Harbor advance-knowledge conspiracy theory is an unproven conspiracy theory alleging that U.S.
government officials had advance knowledge of Japan's 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor.

Starting from shortly after the attack, there has been debate as to what extent the United States was caught off
guard, and how much and when American officials knew of Japanese plans for an attack. Several writers,
including journalist Robert Stinnett, retired U.S. Navy Rear Admiral Robert Alfred Theobald, and Harry
Elmer Barnes, have argued that various parties high in the governments of the United States and the United
Kingdom knew of the attack in advance and may even have let it happen or encouraged it in order to ensure
America’s entry into the European theater of World War II via a Japanese–American war started at "the back
door".

The Pearl Harbor advance-knowledge conspiracy theory is rejected by most historians as a fringe theory,
citing several key discrepancies and reliance on dubious sources.
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Pearl Harbor is a 2001 American romantic war drama film directed by Michael Bay, produced by Bay and
Jerry Bruckheimer and written by Randall Wallace. Starring Ben Affleck, Josh Hartnett, Kate Beckinsale,
Cuba Gooding Jr., Tom Sizemore, Jon Voight, Colm Feore, and Alec Baldwin, the film features a heavily
fictionalized version of the attack on Pearl Harbor, focusing on a love triangle set amidst the lead up to the
attack, its aftermath, and the Doolittle Raid.

The film was a box office success, grossing $59 million in its opening weekend and $449.2 million
worldwide, becoming the sixth highest-grossing film of 2001. It received generally negative reviews from
critics, although there was praise for the visual effects, action sequences, and music score. The film was
nominated for four Academy Awards, winning in the category of Best Sound Editing. It was also nominated
for six Golden Raspberry Awards, including Worst Picture.
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Naval Station Pearl Harbor is a United States naval base on the island of Oahu, Hawaii. In 2010, as part of
the recommendations of the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) commission, the naval station was
consolidated with the United States Air Force's Hickam Air Force Base to form Joint Base Pearl
Harbor–Hickam. Since 1940, Pearl Harbor has been the headquarters of the United States Pacific Fleet.
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The attack on Pearl Harbor has received substantial attention in popular culture in multiple media and
cultural formats including film, architecture, memorial statues, non-fiction writing, historical writing, and
historical fiction. Today, the USS Arizona Memorial on the island of Oahu honors the dead. Visitors to the
memorial reach it via boats from the naval base at Pearl Harbor. The memorial was designed by Alfred Preis,
and has a sagging center but strong and vigorous ends, expressing "initial defeat and ultimate victory". It
commemorates all lives lost on December 7, 1941.
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Although December 7 is known as National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, it is not a federal holiday in the
United States. The nation does however pay homage remembering the thousands injured and killed when
attacked by the Japanese in 1941 and on Pearl Harbor Day the American flag should be flown at half-staff
until sunset. Schools and other establishments in many places around the country do observe lowering the
American flag to half-staff out of respect. Ceremonies are held annually at Pearl Harbor itself, attended each
year by some of the ever-dwindling number of elderly veterans who were there on the morning of the attack.

The naval vessel where the war ended on September 2, 1945—the last U.S. Navy battleship ever built, USS
Missouri—is now a museum ship moored in Pearl Harbor, with its bow barely 1,000 feet (300 meters)
southwest of the Arizona memorial. The last surviving vessels from the attack are also museum ships, the US
Coast Guard cutter USCGC Taney, which is located in the Inner Harbor of Baltimore, Maryland, and the US
Navy tug Hoga at the Arkansas Inland Maritime Museum.

Radar warning of Pearl Harbor attack
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On the morning of 7 December 1941 the SCR-270 radar at the Opana Radar Site on northern Oahu detected a
large number of aircraft approaching from the north. This information was conveyed to Fort Shafter’s
Intercept Center. The report was dismissed by Lieutenant Kermit Tyler who assumed that it was a scheduled
flight of aircraft from the continental United States. The radar had in fact detected the first wave of Japanese
Navy aircraft about to launch the attack on Pearl Harbor.
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Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor took place on December 7, 1941. The United States military suffered 19 ships
damaged or sunk, and 2,403 people were killed. Its most significant consequence was the entrance of the
United States into World War II. The US had previously been officially neutral and considered an isolationist
country with its Neutrality Act but subsequently after the attack declared war on Japan the next day and
entered the Pacific War. Then on December 11, 1941, four days after the Japanese attack, after the Italian
declaration of war on the United States and the German declaration of war against the United States, which
Hitler had orchestrated, the US was then at war with Germany and Italy. The US then became involved in the
Battle of the Atlantic and the European theatre of war as well as with Japan.

Following the attack, the US interned 120,000 Japanese Americans, 11,000 German Americans, and 3,000
Italian Americans.
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The Pearl Harbor Survivors Association (PHSA), founded in 1958 and recognized by the United States
Congress in 1985, was a World War II veterans organization whose members were on Pearl Harbor or three
miles or less offshore during the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, on December 7, 1941. The PHSA was
officially disbanded at the end of December 2011 with a membership of about 2,700 members nationally.

The PHSA, which was incorporated in the State of Missouri, held Federal Charter 99-119 under Title 36 of
the United States Code. The PHSA National Insignia bearing the name Pearl Harbor Survivors Association
was registered at the U.S. Patent Office. The PHSA's motto read:

What Was Pearl Harbor



Ni?ihau incident

the Hawaiian island of Ni?ihau after participating in the attack on Pearl Harbor. The Imperial Japanese
Navy had mistakenly designated Ni?ihau as an uninhabited

The Ni?ihau incident occurred on December 7–13, 1941, when the Imperial Japanese Navy Air Service pilot
Shigenori Nishikaichi (??? ??, Nishikaichi Shigenori) crash-landed on the Hawaiian island of Ni?ihau after
participating in the attack on Pearl Harbor. The Imperial Japanese Navy had mistakenly designated Ni?ihau
as an uninhabited island for damaged aircraft to land and await rescue.

Native Hawaiians, unaware of the Pearl Harbor attack, treated Nishikaichi as a guest but took the precaution
of removing his weapons. They brought a resident who had been born in Japan to interpret. That night, the
Hawaiians learned of the attack and apprehended Nishikaichi. They allowed him to stay with the Haradas,
two of the only three residents of Japanese descent, but posted guards.

Nishikaichi told the Haradas about the attack and the two agreed to help him. Nishikaichi and Yoshio Harada
overcame a guard and escaped to destroy Nishikaichi's plane and papers, then took Niihauans Benehakaka
"Ben" Kanahele and his wife Kealoha "Ella" Kanahele prisoner. The Kanaheles overcame the guard and
killed Nishikaichi. Ben Kanahele was wounded in the process, and one of Nishikaichi's collaborators, Yoshio
Harada, committed suicide. Ben Kanahele was decorated for his action because he was wounded. Ella
Kanahele, who bashed Nishikaichi's head with a rock before Ben slit his throat, received no official
recognition.
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Henry Christian Clausen (30 June 1905 – 4 December 1992) was an American lawyer, and investigator. He
authored the Clausen Report, an 800-page report on the Army Board's Pearl Harbor Investigation. He
traveled over 55,000 miles over seven months in 1945, and interviewed nearly a hundred personnel, Army,
Navy, British and civilian, as a Special Investigator for the Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson carrying out
an investigation ordered by Congress.
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