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Michelle LaVaughn Robinson Obama (née Robinson; born January 17, 1964) is an American attorney and
author who served as the first lady of the United States from 2009 to 2017, being married to Barack Obama,
the 44th president of the United States.

Raised on the South Side of Chicago, Obama is a graduate of Princeton University and Harvard Law School.
In her early legal career, she worked at the law firm Sidley Austin where she met her future husband. She
subsequently worked in nonprofits and as the associate dean of student services at the University of Chicago.
Later, she served as vice president for community and external affairs of the University of Chicago Medical
Center. Michelle married Barack in 1992, and they have two daughters.

Obama campaigned for her husband's 2008 and 2012 presidential campaigns. She was the first African-
American woman to serve as first lady. As first lady, Obama worked as an advocate for poverty awareness,
education, nutrition, physical activity, and healthy eating. She has written four books, including her New
York Times best-selling memoir Becoming (2018) and The Light We Carry (2022).
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The family of Barack Obama, the 44th president of the United States, is a prominent American family active
in law, education, activism and politics. Obama's immediate family circle was the first family of the United
States from 2009 to 2017 during Obama's presidency, and are the first such family of African-American
descent. His immediate family includes his wife Michelle Obama and daughters Malia and Sasha. Obama's
wider ancestry is made up of people of Kenyan (Luo), African-American, and Old Stock American
(including originally English, Scots-Irish, Welsh, German, and Swiss) ancestry.
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The official White House portraits of President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama were painted
in 2021 and unveiled in 2022. Barack's portrait was painted by Robert McCurdy and Michelle's by Sharon
Sprung.
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First Lady Michelle Obama, initially titled Michelle LaVaughn Robinson Obama, is a portrait of former First
Lady of the United States Michelle Obama, painted by the artist Amy Sherald. Unveiled in 2018, it hangs in
the National Portrait Gallery (NPG) in Washington, D.C. The six-by-five-foot (1.8 by 1.5 m) oil-on-linen
painting shows Obama, rendered in Sherald's signature grisaille, resting her chin lightly on her hand, as a



geometric print dress flows outward filling the frame against a sky-blue background.

Praised by critics and immensely popular with museum visitors, the National Portrait Gallery's attendance
doubled in the two years after the unveiling of Sherald's portrait along with Kehinde Wiley's portrait of
President Barack Obama. Museum director Kim Sajet credits Sherald and Wiley with reinvigorating the
genre of portrait painting. Sherald and Wiley were also the first African American artists to receive
commissions for National Portrait Gallery presidential portraits.
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Isabel Toledo (born Maria Isabel Izquierdo; April 9, 1960 – August 26, 2019) was a Cuban-American fashion
designer based in New York City. She was widely recognized in the fashion industry for her attention to
craftsmanship and the "sophisticated simplicity" of her garments.
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Desiree Gruber (born June 25, 1967) is an American television producer and entrepreneur. She was the
executive producer of the fashion reality television competition Project Runway and the co-creator of
Theodora and Callum, "an accessories-based line inspired by world travel." She is also the founder and CEO
of a production company, Full Picture.
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Becoming is the memoir by former First Lady of the United States Michelle Obama, published on November
13, 2018. Described by the author as a deeply personal experience, the book talks about her roots and how
she found her voice, as well as her time in the White House, her public health campaign, and her role as a
mother. The book is published by Crown and was released in 24 languages. One million copies were donated
to First Book, an American nonprofit organization which provides books to children.

It was the highest-selling book published in the United States in 2018, setting the record 15 days after its
publication, with over two million copies sold.
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Marian Lois Robinson (née Shields; July 30, 1937 – May 31, 2024) was the mother of Michelle Obama,
former first lady of the United States, and Craig Robinson, a basketball executive. She was the mother-in-law
of Barack Obama, the 44th president of the United States. She worked as a secretary and executive assistant
before and after raising her children with her husband, Fraser Robinson, in Chicago. In retirement, she moved
to the White House during her son-in-law's presidency, where she helped raise her grandchildren.
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The Light We Carry: Overcoming in Uncertain Times is a nonfiction book written by Michelle Obama and
published on November 15, 2022, by Crown Publishing. According to the Associated Press, the author
"shares the contents of her 'personal toolbox' - the habits and practices, attitudes and beliefs, and even
physical objects that she uses to overcome her feelings of fear, helplessness and self-doubt." The Light We
Carry has generally received positive reviews from book critics. In February 2023, it was announced that a
podcast series by Obama based on topics in the book and the live book tour called Michelle Obama: The
Light Podcast was released on March 7 by Audible. In January 2023, it was BBC Radio 4's Book of the
Week read by Obama herself.
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Barack Hussein Obama II (born August 4, 1961) is an American politician who was the 44th president of the
United States from 2009 to 2017. A member of the Democratic Party, he was the first African American
president. Obama previously served as a U.S. senator representing Illinois from 2005 to 2008 and as an
Illinois state senator from 1997 to 2004.

Born in Honolulu, Hawaii, Obama graduated from Columbia University in 1983 with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in political science and later worked as a community organizer in Chicago. In 1988, Obama enrolled
in Harvard Law School, where he was the first black president of the Harvard Law Review. He became a
civil rights attorney and an academic, teaching constitutional law at the University of Chicago Law School
from 1992 to 2004. In 1996, Obama was elected to represent the 13th district in the Illinois Senate, a position
he held until 2004, when he successfully ran for the U.S. Senate. In the 2008 presidential election, after a
close primary campaign against Hillary Clinton, he was nominated by the Democratic Party for president.
Obama selected Joe Biden as his running mate and defeated Republican nominee John McCain and his
running mate Sarah Palin.

Obama was awarded the 2009 Nobel Peace Prize for efforts in international diplomacy, a decision which
drew both criticism and praise. During his first term, his administration responded to the 2008 financial crisis
with measures including the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, a major stimulus package to
guide the economy in recovering from the Great Recession; a partial extension of the Bush tax cuts;
legislation to reform health care; and the Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act, a
major financial regulation reform bill. Obama also appointed Supreme Court justices Sonia Sotomayor and
Elena Kagan, the former being the first Hispanic American on the Supreme Court. He oversaw the end of the
Iraq War and ordered Operation Neptune Spear, the raid that killed Osama bin Laden, who was responsible
for the September 11 attacks. Obama downplayed Bush's counterinsurgency model, expanding air strikes and
making extensive use of special forces, while encouraging greater reliance on host-government militaries. He
also ordered the 2011 military intervention in Libya to implement United Nations Security Council
Resolution 1973, contributing to the overthrow of Muammar Gaddafi.

Obama defeated Republican opponent Mitt Romney and his running mate Paul Ryan in the 2012 presidential
election. In his second term, Obama advocated for gun control in the wake of the Sandy Hook Elementary
School shooting, took steps to combat climate change, signing the Paris Agreement, a major international
climate agreement, and an executive order to limit carbon emissions. Obama also presided over the
implementation of the Affordable Care Act and other legislation passed in his first term. He initiated
sanctions against Russia following the invasion in Ukraine and again after Russian interference in the 2016
U.S. elections, ordered military intervention in Iraq in response to gains made by ISIL following the 2011
withdrawal from Iraq, negotiated the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (a nuclear agreement with Iran),
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and normalized relations with Cuba. The number of American soldiers in Afghanistan decreased during
Obama's second term, though U.S. soldiers remained in the country throughout the remainder of his
presidency. Obama promoted inclusion for LGBT Americans, becoming the first sitting U.S. president to
publicly support same-sex marriage.

Obama left office in 2017 with high approval ratings both within the United States and among foreign
advisories. He continues to reside in Washington, D.C., and remains politically active, campaigning for
candidates in various American elections, including in Biden's successful presidential bid in the 2020
presidential election. Outside of politics, Obama has published three books: Dreams from My Father (1995),
The Audacity of Hope (2006), and A Promised Land (2020). His presidential library began construction in
the South Side of Chicago in 2021. Historians and political scientists rank Obama among the upper tier in
historical rankings of U.S. presidents.
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