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Christopher Charles Norris (born 6 November 1947) is a British philosopher and literary critic.
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Criticism of postmodernism isintellectually diverse, reflecting various critical attitudes toward
postmodernity, postmodern philosophy, postmodern art, and postmodern architecture. Postmodernismis
generally defined by an attitude of skepticism, irony, or rejection towards what it describes as the grand
narratives and ideol ogies associated with modernism, especially those associated with Enlightenment
rationality (though postmodernism in the arts may have its own definitions). Thus, while common targets of
postmodern criticism include universalist ideas of objective reality, morality, truth, human nature, reason,
science, language, and socia progress, critics of postmodernism often defend such concepts.

It isfrequently alleged that postmodern scholars promote obscurantism, are hostile to objective truth, and
encourage relativism (in culture, morality, knowledge) to an extent that is epistemically and ethically
crippling. Criticism of more artistic postmodern movements such as postmodern art or literature may include
objections to a departure from beauty, lack of coherence or comprehensibility, deviating from clear structure
and the consistent use of dark and negative themes.
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Postmodern philosophy is a philosophical movement that arose in the second half of the 20th century asa
critical response to assumptions allegedly present in modernist philosophical ideas regarding culture,
identity, history, or language that were developed during the 18th-century Age of Enlightenment.
Postmodernist thinkers developed concepts like différance, repetition, trace, and hyperreality to subvert
"grand narratives”, univocity of being, and epistemic certainty. Postmodern philosophy questions the
importance of power relationships, personalization, and discourse in the "construction™ of truth and world
views. Many postmodernists appear to deny that an objective reality exists, and appear to deny that there are
objective moral values.

Jean-Frangois Lyotard defined philosophical postmodernism in The Postmodern Condition, writing
"Simplifying to the extreme, | define postmodern as incredulity towards meta narratives...." where what he
means by metanarrative is something like a unified, complete, universal, and epistemically certain story
about everything that is. Postmodernists reject metanarratives because they reject the conceptualization of
truth that metanarratives presuppose. Postmodernist philosophersin general argue that truth is always
contingent on historical and social context rather than being absolute and universal and that truth is always
partial and "at issue" rather than being complete and certain.

Postmodern philosophy is often particularly skeptical about simple binary oppositions characteristic of
structuralism, emphasizing the problem of the philosopher cleanly distinguishing knowledge from ignorance,
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Kristo Ivanov (born 1937-10-20) is a Swedish-Brazilian information scientist and systems scientist of ethnic
Bulgarian origin. Heis professor emeritus at the Department of informatics of Umea University in Sweden.
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Fredric Ruff Jameson (April 14, 1934 — September 22, 2024) was an American literary critic, philosopher
and Marxist political theorist. He was best known for his analysis of contemporary cultural trends,
particularly his analysis of postmodernity and capitalism. Jameson's best-known books include
Postmodernism, or, The Cultural Logic of Late Capitalism (1991) and The Political Unconscious (1981).

Jameson was the Knut Schmidt Nielsen Professor of Comparative Literature, Professor of Romance Studies
(French), and Director of the Institute for Critical Theory at Duke University. In 2012, the Modern Language
Association gave Jameson its sixth Award for Lifetime Scholarly Achievement.
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Fashionable Nonsense: Postmodern Intellectuals Abuse of Science (UK: Intellectual Impostures), first
published in French in 1997 as Impostures intellectuelles, is abook by physicists Alan Sokal and Jean
Bricmont. As part of the so-called science wars, Sokal and Bricmont criticize postmodernism in academia for
the misuse of scientific and mathematical concepts in postmodern writing.

The book was published in English in 1998, with revisions to the original French edition for greater
relevance to debates in the English-speaking world. According to some reports, the response within the
humanities was "polarized”; critics of Sokal and Bricmont charged that they lacked understanding of the
writing they were scrutinizing. By contrast, responses from the scientific community were more supportive.

Similar to the subject matter of the book, Sokal is best known for his eponymous 1996 hoaxing affair,
whereby he was able to get published a deliberately absurd article that he submitted to Social Text, acritical
theory journal. The article itself isincluded in Fashionable Nonsense as an appendix.
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Postmodernist film is a classification for works that articulate the themes and ideas of postmodernism
through the medium of cinema. Some of the goals of postmodernist film are to subvert the mainstream
conventions of narrative structure and characterization, and to test the audience's suspension of disbelief.
Typicaly, such films also break down the cultural divide between high and low art and often upend typical
portrayals of gender, race, class, genre, and time with the goal of creating something that does not abide by
traditional narrative expression.
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David Charles Stove (15 September 1927 — 2 June 1994) was an Australian philosopher whose writings often
challenged prevailing academic orthodoxy. He was known for his critiques of postmodernism, feminism, and
multiculturalism.

Public administration theory

& quot; Postmodern Public Administration: In The Shadow Of Postmoder nism& quot; .Administrative Theory
&amp; Praxis. Ozcan, Kerim (Sept. 2010). & quot; Traces of Postmodernism

Public administration theory refersto the study and analysis of the principles, concepts, and models that
guide the practice of public administration. It provides a framework for understanding the complexities and
challenges of managing public organizations and implementing public policies.

The goal of public administrative theory isto accomplish politically approved objectives through methods
shaped by the constituency. To ensure effective public administration, administrators have adopted a range of
methods, roles, and theories from disciplines such as economics, sociology, and psychology. Theory building
in public administration involves not only creating a single theory of administration but also developing a
collection of theories. Administrative theory primarily focuses on the ideas and perspectives of various
scholars.

Public administration theory encompasses various frameworks and concepts that guide the practice of
managing public organizations and implementing public policies. Classical, neoclassical, and modern
theories contribute to understanding the complexities of public administration.
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Terence Francis Eagleton (born 22 February 1943) is an English literary theorist, critic, and public
intellectual. Heis currently Distinguished Professor of English Literature at Lancaster University.

Eagleton has published over forty books, but remains best known for Literary Theory: An Introduction
(1983), which has sold over 750,000 copies. The work elucidated the emerging literary theory of the period,
aswell asarguing that al literary theory is necessarily political. He has also been a prominent critic of
postmodernism, publishing works such as The Illusions of Postmodernism (1996) and After Theory (2003).
He argues that, influenced by postmodernism, cultural theory has wrongly devalued objectivity and ethics.
His thinking isinfluenced by Marxism and Christianity.

Formerly the Thomas Warton Professor of English Literature at the University of Oxford (1992—-2001) and
John Edward Taylor Professor of Cultural Theory at the University of Manchester (2001-2008), Eagleton has
held visiting appointments at universities around the world including Cornell, Duke, lowa, Melbourne,
Trinity College Dublin, and Yale.

Eagleton delivered Yae University's 2008 Terry Lectures and the University of Edinburgh's 2010 Gifford
Lecture entitled The God Debate. He gave the 2010 Richard Price Memoria Lecture at Newington Green
Unitarian Church, speaking on "The New Atheism and the War on Terror". In 2009, he published a book
which accompanied his lectures on religion, entitled Reason, Faith, and Revolution: Reflections on the God
Debate.
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In July 2024, Eagleton was awarded an Honorary Doctorate by Lancaster University.
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