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George Washington (February 22, 1732 [O.S. February 11, 1731] – December 14, 1799) was a Founding
Father and the first president of the United States, serving from 1789 to 1797. As commander of the
Continental Army, Washington led Patriot forces to victory in the American Revolutionary War against the
British Empire. He is commonly known as the Father of the Nation for his role in bringing about American
independence.

Born in the Colony of Virginia, Washington became the commander of the Virginia Regiment during the
French and Indian War (1754–1763). He was later elected to the Virginia House of Burgesses, and opposed
the perceived oppression of the American colonists by the British Crown. When the American Revolutionary
War against the British began in 1775, Washington was appointed commander-in-chief of the Continental
Army. He directed a poorly organized and equipped force against disciplined British troops. Washington and
his army achieved an early victory at the Siege of Boston in March 1776 but were forced to retreat from New
York City in November. Washington crossed the Delaware River and won the battles of Trenton in late 1776
and of Princeton in early 1777, then lost the battles of Brandywine and of Germantown later that year. He
faced criticism of his command, low troop morale, and a lack of provisions for his forces as the war
continued. Ultimately Washington led a combined French and American force to a decisive victory over the
British at Yorktown in 1781. In the resulting Treaty of Paris in 1783, the British acknowledged the sovereign
independence of the United States. Washington then served as president of the Constitutional Convention in
1787, which drafted the current Constitution of the United States.

Washington was unanimously elected the first U.S. president by the Electoral College in 1788 and 1792. He
implemented a strong, well-financed national government while remaining impartial in the fierce rivalry that
emerged within his cabinet between Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton. During the French
Revolution, he proclaimed a policy of neutrality while supporting the Jay Treaty with Britain. Washington set
enduring precedents for the office of president, including republicanism, a peaceful transfer of power, the use
of the title "Mr. President", and the two-term tradition. His 1796 farewell address became a preeminent
statement on republicanism: Washington wrote about the importance of national unity and the dangers that
regionalism, partisanship, and foreign influence pose to it. As a planter of tobacco and wheat at Mount
Vernon, Washington owned many slaves. He began opposing slavery near the end of his life, and provided in
his will for the eventual manumission of his slaves.

Washington's image is an icon of American culture and he has been extensively memorialized. His
namesakes include the national capital and the State of Washington. In both popular and scholarly polls, he is
consistently considered one of the greatest presidents in American history.
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George Washington Carver (c. 1864 – January 5, 1943) was an American agricultural scientist and inventor
who promoted alternative crops to cotton and methods to prevent soil depletion. He was one of the most
prominent black scientists of the early 20th century.



While a professor at Tuskegee Institute, Carver developed techniques to improve types of soils depleted by
repeated plantings of cotton. He wanted poor farmers to grow other crops, such as peanuts and sweet
potatoes, as a source of their own food and to improve their quality of life. Under his leadership, the
Experiment Station at Tuskegee published over forty practical bulletins for farmers, many written by him,
which included recipes; many of the bulletins contained advice for poor farmers, including combating soil
depletion with limited financial means, producing bigger crops, and preserving food.

Apart from his work to improve the lives of farmers, Carver was also a leader in promoting
environmentalism. He received numerous honors for his work, including the Spingarn Medal of the NAACP.
In an era of high racial polarization, his fame reached beyond the black community. He was widely
recognized and praised in the white community for his many achievements and talents. In 1941, Time
magazine dubbed Carver a "Black Leonardo".
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George is a city in Grant County, Washington, United States. The population was 809 at the 2020 census.
The "humorous homage" to President George Washington has landed George, Washington on lists of unusual
place names.

The city is known for being near The Gorge Amphitheatre, sometimes called "The Gorge at George". The
Gorge Amphitheatre was the location of the annual Sasquatch! Music Festival.

The city also celebrates national holidays such as the Fourth of July, and Washington's Birthday, with cherry
pies. The world's largest cherry pie is also baked every year on July 4, and served to a crowd.
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George Washington Custis Lee (September 16, 1832 – February 18, 1913), also known as Custis Lee, was
the eldest son of Robert E. Lee and Mary Anna Randolph Custis Lee. His grandfather, George Washington
Parke Custis was the grandson of Martha Dandridge Custis Washington (the wife of George Washington). He
served as a Confederate general in the U.S. Civil War, primarily as an aide-de-camp to President Jefferson
Davis, and succeeded his father as president of Washington and Lee University in Lexington, Virginia.
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George Washington, the first president of the United States, lost all but one of his teeth by the time he was
inaugurated, and had at least four sets of dentures he used throughout his life. Made with brass, lead, gold,
animal teeth and human teeth — possibly extracted from enslaved people at Mount Vernon — the dentures
were primarily created and attended to by John Greenwood, George Washington's dentist.
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Mount Vernon is the former residence and plantation of George Washington, a Founding Father, commander
of the Continental Army in the Revolutionary War, and the first president of the United States, and his wife,
Martha. An American landmark, the estate lies on the banks of the Potomac River in Fairfax County,
Virginia, approximately 15 miles (25 km) south of Washington, D.C.

The Washington family acquired land in the area in 1674. Around 1734, the family embarked on an
expansion of its estate that continued under George Washington, who began leasing the estate in 1754 before
becoming its sole owner in 1761. The mansion was built of wood in a loose Palladian style; the original
house was built in about 1734 by George Washington's father Augustine Washington. George Washington
expanded the house twice, once in the late 1750s and again in the 1770s. It remained Washington's home for
the rest of his life.

After Washington's death in 1799, the estate progressively declined under the ownership of several
successive generations of the Washington family. In 1858, the house's historical importance was recognized
and was taken over by the Mount Vernon Ladies' Association, along with part of the Washington property
estate. The mansion and its surrounding buildings escaped damage from the American Civil War, which
damaged many properties in the Confederate States of America during the Civil War.

Mount Vernon was designated a National Historic Landmark in 1960 and is listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. It is still owned and maintained in trust by the Mount Vernon Ladies' Association, being
open to the public daily in recognition of George Washington's 1794 acknowledgement of public interest in
his estate: "I have no objection to any sober or orderly person's gratifying their curiosity in viewing the
buildings, Gardens, &ca. about Mount Vernon."
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The Washington family is an American family of English origins that was part of both the British landed
gentry and the American gentry. It was prominent in colonial America and rose to great economic and
political eminence especially in the Colony of Virginia as part of the planter class, owning several highly
valued plantations, mostly making their money in tobacco farming. Members of the family include the first
president of the United States, George Washington (1732–1799), and his nephew, Bushrod Washington
(1762–1829), who served as Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States.

The family's roots can be traced back to the 12th century in Washington, in the historic County Palatine of
Durham now part of Sunderland in Tyne and Wear, in north-east England, where their ancestral home was
Washington Old Hall. In the 16th century, a branch settled at Sulgrave Manor in Northamptonshire. John
Washington, born 1631 in Tring, Hertfordshire, England, arrived in the Colony of Virginia in 1657 after
being shipwrecked.
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The George Washington University (GW or GWU) is a private federally-chartered research university in
Washington, D.C., United States. Originally named Columbian College, it was chartered in 1821 by the
United States Congress and is the first university founded under Washington, D.C.'s jurisdiction. It is one of
the nation's six federally chartered universities.

GW is classified among "R1: Doctoral Universities – Very High Research Activity". It is a member of the
Association of American Universities. The university offers degree programs in seventy-one disciplines,
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enrolling around 11,500 undergraduate and 15,000 graduate students. The school's athletic teams, the George
Washington Revolutionaries, play in the NCAA Division I Atlantic 10 Conference. GW also annually hosts
numerous political events, including the World Bank and International Monetary Fund's Annual Meetings.

Several notable individuals have served as trustees, including two presidents, John Quincy Adams and
Ulysses S. Grant, and Alexander Graham Bell. GW has over 1,100 active alumni in the U.S. Foreign Service
and is one of the largest feeder schools for the diplomatic corps. In the 2023–2024 academic year, GW had
$227 million in externally funded research.
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The history of George Washington and slavery reflects Washington's changing attitude toward the ownership
of human beings. The preeminent Founding Father of the United States and a hereditary slaveowner,
Washington became uneasy with it, but kept that opinion in private communications only, and continued the
practice until his death. Slavery was then a longstanding institution dating back over a century in Virginia
where he lived; it was also longstanding in other American colonies and in world history. Washington's will
immediately freed one of his slaves, and required his remaining 123 slaves to serve his wife and be freed no
later than her death; they ultimately became free one year after his own death.

In the Colony of Virginia where Washington grew up, he became a third generation slave-owner at 11 years
of age upon the death of his father in 1743, when he inherited his first ten slaves. In adulthood his personal
slaveholding grew through inheritance, purchase, and the natural increase of children born into slavery. In
1759, he also gained substantial control of dower slaves belonging to the Custis estate on his marriage to
Martha Dandridge Custis. Washington's early attitudes about slavery reflected the prevailing Virginia planter
views of the day, which included few moral qualms, if any. In 1774, Washington publicly denounced the
slave trade on moral grounds in the Fairfax Resolves. After the Revolutionary War, he continued to own
enslaved human beings, but supported the abolition of slavery by a gradual legislative process.

Washington was a workaholic and required the same from both hired workers and enslaved people. He
provided his enslaved population with basic food, clothing and accommodation comparable to general
practice at the time, which was not always adequate, and with medical care. In return, he forced them to work
from sunrise to sunset over the six-day working week that was standard at the time. Some three-quarters of
his enslaved workers labored in the fields, while the remainder worked at the main residence as domestic
servants and artisans. They supplemented their diet by hunting, trapping, and growing vegetables in their free
time, and bought extra rations, clothing and housewares with income from selling game and produce. They
built their own community around marriage and family, though Washington allocated the enslaved to his
farms according to business needs, causing many husbands to live separately from their wives and children
during the work week. Washington used both reward and punishment to manage his enslaved population, but
was constantly disappointed when they failed to meet his exacting standards. A significant proportion of the
enslaved people at the Mount Vernon estate resisted their enslavement by various means, such as theft to
supplement food and clothing or to provide income, feigning illness, and escaping to freedom.

As commander-in-chief of the Continental Army in 1775, he initially refused to accept African-Americans,
free or enslaved, into the ranks, but bowed to the demands of war, and thereafter led a racially integrated
army. In 1778, Washington expressed moral aversion to selling some of his enslaved workers at a public
venue or splitting their families. At war's end, Washington demanded without success that the British respect
the preliminary peace treaty which he said required return of all escaped slaves. Politically, Washington felt
that the divisive issue of American slavery threatened national cohesion; he never spoke publicly about it
even in his speeches addressing the new nation’s challenges, and he signed laws that protected slavery as
well as laws that curtailed slavery. In Pennsylvania, he worked around the technicalities of state laws with his
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personal enslaved population as to not lose them.

Privately, Washington considered freeing his enslaved population in the mid 1790s. Those plans failed
because of his inability to raise the finances he deemed necessary, the refusal of his family to approve
emancipation of the dower slaves, and his aversion to splitting the many families that included both dower
slaves and his own slaves. By the time of Washington's death in 1799 there were 317 enslaved people at
Mount Vernon. 124 were owned outright by Washington, 40 were rented, and the remainder were dower
slaves owned by the estate of Martha Washington's first husband, Daniel Parke Custis, on behalf of their
grandchildren. Washington's will was widely published upon his death, and provided for the eventual
emancipation of the enslaved population owned by him, one of the few slave-owning founders to do so. He
could not legally free the dower slaves, and so the will said that, except for his valet William Lee who was
freed immediately, his enslaved workers were bequeathed to his widow Martha until her death. She felt
unsafe amidst slaves whose freedom depended on her demise, and freed them in 1801.
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Washington is a city in south central Washington County, Utah, United States and is a part of the St. George
Metropolitan Area. The area is also known as Utah's Dixie because the Mormon pioneers who settled the St.
George area came to the area to raise cotton, which was milled at the cotton mill in Washington. The
population was 27,993 as of 2020. Washington is a fast-growing suburb of St. George, and is the second
largest city in Washington County.

The city was named after U.S. President George Washington. The city administration has tried to encourage
the use of the name "Washington City" in recent years.
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