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The Ganges ( GAN-jeez) isatrans-boundary river in Asiathat flows through India and Bangladesh. The
2,525-kilometre-long (1,569 mi) river risesin the western Himalayas in the Indian state of Uttarakhand. It
flows south and east through the Gangetic plain of North India, receiving the right-bank tributary, the

Y amuna, which also rises in the western Indian Himalayas, and several left-bank tributaries from Nepal that
account for the bulk of its flow. In West Bengal, India, afeeder canal taking off from its right bank diverts
50% of its flow southwards, artificially connecting it to the Hooghly River. The Ganges continues into
Bangladesh, its name changing to the Padma. It is then joined by the Jamuna, the lower stream of the
Brahmaputra, and eventually the Meghna, forming the major estuary of the Ganges Delta, and emptying into
the Bay of Bengal. The Ganges-Brahmaputra—Meghna system is the second-largest river on earth by
discharge.

The main stem of the Ganges begins at the town of Devprayag, at the confluence of the Alaknanda, whichis
the source stream in hydrology on account of its greater length, and the Bhagirathi, which is considered the
source stream in Hindu mythology.

The Ganges is alifeline to hundreds of millions of people who livein its basin and depend on it for their
daily needs. It has been important historically, with many former provincia or imperial capitals such as
Pataliputra, Kannauj, Sonargaon, Dhaka, Bikrampur, Kara, Munger, Kashi, Patna, Hajipur, Kanpur, Delhi,
Bhagal pur, Murshidabad, Baharampur, Kampilya, and Kolkata located on its banks or those of its tributaries
and connected waterways. Theriver is home to approximately 140 species of fish, 90 species of amphibians,
and also reptiles and mammalss, including critically endangered species such as the gharial and South Asian
river dolphin. The Gangesis the most sacred river to Hindus. It is worshipped as the goddess Gangain
Hinduism.

The Ganges is threatened by severe pollution. This not only poses a danger to humans but also to many
species of animals. The levels of fecal coliform bacteria from human waste (feces and urine) in the river near
Varanasi are more than 100 times the Indian government's official limit. The Ganga Action Plan, an
environmental initiative to clean up the river, has been considered a failure which is variously attributed to
corruption, alack of will in the government, poor technical expertise, poor environmental planning, and a
lack of support from religious authorities.
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The Zambezi (also spelled Zambeze and Zambesi) is the fourth-longest river in Africa, the longest east-
flowing river in Africaand the largest flowing into the Indian Ocean from Africa. Its drainage basin covers
1,390,000 km2 (540,000 sgq mi), dlightly less than half of the Nile's. The 2,574 km (1,599 mi) river risesin
Zambia and flows through eastern Angola, along the north-eastern border of Namibia and the northern border
of Botswana, then along the border between Zambia and Zimbabwe to Mozambique, where it crosses the
country to empty into the Indian Ocean.



The Zambezi's most noted feature is Victoria Falls. Its other falls include the Chavuma Falls at the border
between Zambia and Angola and Ngonye Falls near Siomain western Zambia.

The two main sources of hydroelectric power on the river are the Kariba Dam, which provides power to
Zambia and Zimbabwe, and the Cahora Bassa Dam in Mozambique, which provides power to Mozambique
and South Africa. Additionally, two smaller power stations are along the Zambezi River in Zambia, one at
Victoria Falls and the other in Zengamina, near Kalene Hill in the Ikelenge District.
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Ontario is the southernmost province of Canada. Located in Central Canada, Ontario is the country's most
populous province. As of the 2021 Canadian census, it is home to 38.5% of the country's population, and is
the second-largest province by total area (after Quebec). Ontario is Canada's fourth-largest jurisdiction in
total area of all the Canadian provinces and territories. It is home to the nation's capital, Ottawa, and its most
populous city, Toronto, which is Ontario's provincial capital.

Ontario is bordered by the province of Manitoba to the west, Hudson Bay and James Bay to the north, and
Quebec to the east and northeast. To the south, it is bordered by the U.S. states of (from west to east)
Minnesota, Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New Y ork. Almost al of Ontario's 2,700 km (1,700 mi)
border with the United States follows rivers and lakes: from the westerly Lake of the Woods, eastward along
the major rivers and lakes of the Great Lakes/Saint Lawrence River drainage system. Thereisonly about 1
km (5?28 mi) of actual land border, made up of portagesincluding Height of Land Portage on the Minnesota
border.

The great magjority of

Ontario's population and arable land are in Southern Ontario, and while agriculture remains a significant
industry, the region's economy depends highly on manufacturing. In contrast, Northern Ontario is sparsely
popul ated with cold winters and heavy forestation, with mining and forestry making up the region’'s major
industries.
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Isradl, officially the State of Israel, is a country in the Southern Levant region of West Asia. It shares borders
with Lebanon to the north, Syriato the north-east, Jordan to the east, Egypt to the south-west and the
Mediterranean Seato the west. It occupies the Palestinian territories of the West Bank in the east and the
Gaza Strip in the south-west, as well as the Syrian Golan Heights in the northeast. Israel also has asmall
coastline on the Red Sea at its southernmost point, and part of the Dead Sea lies along its eastern border. Its
proclaimed capital is Jerusalem, while Tel Aviv isitslargest urban area and economic centre.

Israel islocated in aregion known as the Land of Israel, synonymous with Canaan, the Holy Land, the
Palestine region, and Judea. In antiquity it was home to the Canaanite civilisation, followed by the kingdoms
of Israel and Judah. Situated at a continental crossroad, the region experienced demographic changes under
the rule of empires from the Romans to the Ottomans. European antisemitism in the late 19th century
galvanised Zionism, which sought to establish a homeland for the Jewish people in Palestine and gained
British support with the Balfour Declaration. After World War 1, Britain occupied the region and established
Mandatory Palestine in 1920. Increased Jewish immigration in the lead-up to the Holocaust and British
foreign policy in the Middle East led to intercommunal conflict between Jews and Arabs, which escalated



into acivil war in 1947 after the United Nations (UN) proposed partitioning the land between them.

After the end of the British Mandate for Palestine, Israel declared independence on 14 May 1948.
Neighbouring Arab states invaded the area the next day, beginning the First Arab— sraeli War. An armistice
in 1949 |eft Israel in control of more territory than the UN partition plan had called for; and no new
independent Arab state was created as the rest of the former Mandate territory was held by Egypt and Jordan,
respectively the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. The majority of Palestinian Arabs either fled or were expelled
in what is known as the Nakba, with those remaining becoming the new state's main minority. Over the
following decades, Israel's population increased greatly as the country received an influx of Jews who
emigrated, fled or were expelled from the Arab world.

Following the 1967 Six-Day War, Israel occupied the West Bank, Gaza Strip, Egyptian Sinai Peninsulaand
Syrian Golan Heights. After the 1973 Y om Kippur War, Isragl signed peace treaties with Egypt—returning
the Sinai in 1982—and Jordan. In 1993, Israel signed the Oslo Accords, which established mutual
recognition and limited Palestinian self-governance in parts of the West Bank and Gaza. In the 2020s, it
normalised relations with several more Arab countries via the Abraham Accords. However, efforts to resolve
the Israeli—Palestinian conflict after the interim Oslo Accords have not succeeded, and the country has
engaged in several wars and clashes with Palestinian militant groups. Israel established and continues to
expand settlements across the illegally occupied territories, contrary to international law, and has effectively
annexed East Jerusalem and the Golan Heights in moves largely unrecognised internationally. Isragl's
practices in its occupation of the Palestinian territories have drawn sustained international criticism—along
with accusations that it has committed war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide against the

Pal estinian people—from experts, human rights organisations and UN officials.

The country's Basic Laws establish a parliament elected by proportional representation, the Knesset, which
determines the makeup of the government headed by the prime minister and elects the figurehead president.
Israel has one of the largest economies in the Middle East, one of the highest standards of living in Asia, the
world's 26th-largest economy by nominal GDP and 16th by nominal GDP per capita. One of the most
technologically advanced and devel oped countries globally, Israel spends proportionally more on research
and development than any other country in the world. It iswidely believed to possess nuclear weapons.
Israeli culture comprises Jewish and Jewish diaspora elements alongside Arab influences.

Barbra Streisand

Doc? (1972), and the romantic drama The Way We Were (1973). Sreisand won the Academy Award for Best
Original Song for writing the love theme from A Star

Barbara Joan "Barbra" Streisand ( STRY -sand; born April 24, 1942) is an American singer, actress,
songwriter, producer, and director. Over a career spanning more than six decades, Streisand has achieved
successin various areas of the entertainment industry, including the attainment of Emmy, Grammy, Oscar,
and Tony awards.

Streisand's career began in the early 1960s, performing in nightclubs and Broadway theaters, leading to guest
appearances on various television shows. Signing onto Columbia Records, Streisand retained full artistic
control in exchange for accepting lower pay—an arrangement that continued throughout her career. Her
studio debut The Barbra Streisand Album (1963) won the Grammy Award for Album of the Y ear.
Throughout her recording career, Streisand has amassed atotal of 31 RIAA platinum-certified albums,
including People (1964), The Way We Were (1974), Guilty (1980), The Broadway Album (1985), and
Higher Ground (1997). She was the first woman to score 11 number-one albums on the US Billboard
200—from People to Encore: Movie Partners Sing Broadway (2016)—and remains the only artist to top the
chart in six decades. Streisand also topped the US Billboard Hot 100 with five singles: "The Way We Were",
"Evergreen”, "You Don't Bring Me Flowers', "No More Tears (Enough Is Enough)", and "Woman in Love".



Following her established recording success, Streisand ventured into film by the end of the 1960s. She
starred in the critically acclaimed Funny Girl (1968), winning the Academy Award for Best Actress.
Additional fame on the big screen followed with the extravagant musical Hello, Dolly! (1969), the screwball
comedy What's Up, Doc? (1972), and the romantic drama The Way We Were (1973). Streisand won the
Academy Award for Best Original Song for writing the love theme from A Star Is Born (1976), the first
woman to be honored as a composer. With the release of Y entl (1983), Streisand became the first woman to
write, produce, direct, and star in amajor studio film. The film won an Oscar for Best Original Score and a
Golden Globe for Best Motion Picture Musical. Streisand also received the Golden Globe Award for Best
Director, becoming the first (and for 37 years, the only) woman to win that award. Streisand then produced
and directed The Prince of Tides (1991), and The Mirror Has Two Faces (1996).

With sales exceeding 150 million records worldwide, Streisand is one of the best-selling recording artists of
all time. According to the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA), she isthe second-highest
certified female artist in the United States, with 68.5 million certified album units. Billboard ranked Streisand
asthe greatest solo artist on the Billboard 200 chart, as well as the top Adult Contemporary female artist of
al time. Her accolades span ten Grammy Awards, including the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award and
the Grammy Legend Award; nine Golden Globe Awards, five Emmy Awards; four Peabody Awards; two
Academy Awards;, the Screen Actors Guild Life Achievement Award; and the Presidential Medal of
Freedom.
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Border Reivers were raiders along the Anglo-Scottish border. They included both English and Scottish
people, and they raided the entire border country without regard to their victims' nationality. They operated in
aculture of legalised raiding and feuding. Their heyday was in the last hundred years of their existence,
during the time of the House of Stuart in the Kingdom of Scotland and the House of Tudor in the Kingdom of
England.

The lawlessness of the Anglo-Scottish Borderlands in the 16th century is captured in a 1542 description of
Tynedale and Redesdale:

[Inhabitants there]...nothinge regard[ed] eyther the lawes of God or of the kinges majesties for any love or
other lawful consideracion, but onely for the drede and feare of instante coreccion.

Theterm "Border Reiver” is an exonym and anachronistic term used to describe the raiders and bandits who
operated along the Anglo-Scottish Border during the late Middle Ages and early modern period. The reivers,
as we understand today, emerged in textual and archaeological evidence sometime between 1350 and 1450,
with their activities reaching their height in the 16th century during the Tudor period in England and the late
Stewart period in Scotland. They were infamous for raiding, eliciting protection money or taking
hostages('blackmail’), cattle rustling, and lawlessness, where justice was frequently negotiated through
arbitration at Truce Days rather than enforced and mandated by state law. Many crimes, such as theft and
feuding, were treated with less severity due to the ancient customs and culture of the Borderlands, which had
evolved over centuries to tolerate and codify such practicesin the Leges marchiarum.

Although less well-known than Highlanders in Scotland — whom they met and defeated in battle on
occasion — the Border Reivers played a significant role in shaping Anglo-Scottish relations. Their activities
were amagjor factor in ongoing tensions between the two kingdoms, and their raids often had international
repercussions. There is an emerging historical debate over how great their threat and the extent to which their
raids were state-directed rather than purely opportunistic.



The culture of the Border Reivers—characterised by honour, close family bonds, and self-defence—has been
said to influence the culture of the Upland South in the United States. Many Borderers migrated as families
to America, where their values are thought to have contributed significantly to the region's social structure
and political ideologies, with echoes of their influence persisting even today.
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The swastika ( SWOST-ik-?, Sanskrit: [?s??stik?]; ? or ?) isasymbol used in various Eurasian religions and
cultures, aswell as afew African and American cultures. In the Western world, it iswidely recognized as a
symbol of the German Nazi Party who appropriated it for their party insignia starting in the early 20th
century. The appropriation continues with its use by neo-Nazis around the world. The swastika was and
continues to be used as a symbol of divinity and spirituality in Indian religions, including Hinduism,
Buddhism, and Jainism. It generally takes the form of a cross, the arms of which are of equal length and
perpendicular to the adjacent arms, each bent midway at aright angle.

The word swastika comes from Sanskrit: ???7?????, romanized: svastika, meaning ‘conducive to well-being'.
In Hinduism, the right-facing symbol (clockwise) (?) is called swastika, symbolizing surya (‘sun’), prosperity
and good luck, while the left-facing symbol (counter-clockwise) (?) is called sauvastika, symbolising night or
tantric aspects of Kali. In Jain symbolism, it is the part of the Jain flag. It represents Suparshvanatha — the
seventh of 24 Tirthankaras (spiritual teachers and saviours), while in Buddhist symbolism it represents the
auspicious footprints of the Buddha. In the different Indo-European traditions, the swastika symbolisesfire,
lightning bolts, and the sun. The symbol isfound in the archaeological remains of the Indus Valley
civilisation and Samarra, aswell asin early Byzantine and Christian artwork.

Although used for the first time as a symbol of international antisemitism by far-right Romanian politician A.
C. Cuzaprior to World War 1, it was a symbol of auspiciousness and good luck for most of the Western
world until the 1930s, when the German Nazi Party adopted the swastika as an emblem of the Aryan race. As
aresult of World War Il and the Holocaust, in the West it continues to be strongly associated with Nazism,
antisemitism, white supremacism, or simply evil. As a consequence, its use in some countries, including
Germany, is prohibited by law. However, the swastika remains a symbol of good luck and prosperity in
Hindu, Buddhist and Jain countries such as Nepal, India, Thailand, Mongolia, Sri Lanka, China and Japan,
and carries various other meanings for peoples around the world, such as the Akan, Hopi, Navajo, and Tlingit
peoples. It isalso commonly used in Hindu marriage ceremonies and Dipavali celebrations.
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The Hero: Love Story of a Spy isa 2003 Indian Hindi-language spy film directed by Anil Sharma and
produced by Time Magnetics. It stars Sunny Deol, Preity Zintaand Priyanka Choprain her Hindi film debut.
The film tells the story of an undercover Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) agent who must gather
intelligence about cross-border terrorism and stop the terrorist responsible for it and his separation from his
fiancé.

Sharma had long contemplated making a spy film but felt this was not economically viable for the Indian
market because Indian films did not have sufficient budgets. He first planned afilm about India's spy
network set in the early 2000s but made the 2001 film Gadar: Ek Prem Katha, which became one of the
highest-grossing Indian films of all time. Following the record-breaking success of that film, Sharma decided
to make The Hero: Love Story of a Spy. The Shah Brothers were engaged to produce the film, which was
touted to have a huge budget and scale, unlike previous Bollywood films. Aiming for high production values,



a sizeable amount of money was spent on the film. Several large sets were created to give the film afeeling
of grandeur, and international stunt experts were hired to coordinate action sequences new to Indian cinema.
Principal photography was done at Indian locations, including Kullu and Manali, and in locations in Canada
and Switzerland. Uttam Singh composed the soundtrack with lyrics written by Anand Bakshi and Javed
Akhtar.

The film's production cost was very high, with trades suggesting that it was the most expensive Indian film
ever made at that point; this was the most talked-about aspect of the film. The Hero: Love Story of a Spy was
released on 11 April 2003 to mixed to positive reviews from critics. It grossed over ?451 million at the box
office against a production and marketing budget of 2350 million, becoming the third-highest-grossing film
of the year. Chopra won the Stardust Award for Best Supporting Actress for her performance.
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A cousin marriage is a marriage where the spouses are cousins (i.e. people with common grandparents or
people who share other fairly recent ancestors). The practice was common in earlier times and continues to
be common in some societies today. In some jurisdictions such marriages are prohibited due to concerns
about inbreeding. Worldwide, more than 10% of marriages are between first or second cousins. Cousin
marriage is an important topic in anthropology and alliance theory.

In some cultures and communities, cousin marriages are considered ideal and are actively encouraged and
expected; in others, they are seen as incestuous and are subject to social stigma and taboo. Other societies
may take a neutral view of the practice, neither encouraging nor condemning it, though it is usually not
considered the norm. Cousin marriage was historically practiced by indigenous culturesin Australia, North
America, South America, and Polynesia.

In some jurisdictions, cousin marriage is legally prohibited: for example, first-cousin marriage in China,
North Korea, South Korea, the Philippines, for Hindus in some jurisdictions of India, some countriesin the
Balkans, and 30 out of the 50 U.S. states. It is criminalized in 8 statesin the US, the only jurisdictionsin the
world to do so. The laws of many jurisdictions set out the degree of consanguinity prohibited among sexual
relations and marriage parties. Supporters of cousin marriage where it is banned may view the prohibition as
discrimination, while opponents may appeal to moral or other arguments.

Opinions vary widely as to the merits of the practice. Children of first-cousin marriages have a 4-6% risk of
autosomal recessive genetic disorders compared to the 3% of the children of totally unrelated parents. A
study indicated that between 1800 and 1965 in Iceland, more children and grandchildren were produced from
marriages between third or fourth cousins (people with common great-great- or great-great-great-
grandparents) than from other degrees of separation.
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Republica Mista (English: Mixed Republic) is a seven-part politics-related treatise from the Spanish Golden
Age, authored by the Basgue-Castilian nobleman, philosopher and statesman Tomés Fernandez de Medrano,
Lord of Valdeosera, of which only the first part was ever printed. Originally published in Madrid in 1602
pursuant to aroyal decree from King Philip 11 of Spain, dated 25 September 1601, the work was written in
early modern Spanish and L atin, and explores a doctrinal framework of governance rooted in a mixed
political model that combines elements of monarchy, aristocracy, and timocracy. Structured as the first
volume in a planned series of seven, the treati se examines three foundational precepts of governance,



religion, obedience, and justice, rooted in ancient Roman philosophy and their application to contemporary
governance. Within the mirrors for princes genre, Medrano emphasizes the moral and spiritual
responsihilities of rulers, grounding his counsel in classical philosophy and historical precedent. Republica
Mistais known for its detailed exploration of governance precepts.

The first volume of Republica Mista centers on the constitutive political roles of religion, obedience, and
justice. Without naming him, it aligns with the anti-Machiavellian tradition by rejecting Machiavelli’ sthesis
that religion serves merely a strategic function; for Medrano, it isinstead foundational to political order.

Although only the first part was printed, Republica Mista significantly influenced early 17th-century
conceptions of royal authority in Spain, notably shaping Fray Juan de Salazar's 1617 treatise, which adopted
Medrano's doctrine to define the Spanish monarchy as guided by virtue and reason, yet bound by divine and
natural law.
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