
Jesus
Jesus

Jesus (c. 6 to 4 BC – AD 30 or 33), also referred to as Jesus Christ, Jesus of Nazareth, and many other
names and titles, was a 1st-century Jewish preacher

Jesus (c. 6 to 4 BC – AD 30 or 33), also referred to as Jesus Christ, Jesus of Nazareth, and many other names
and titles, was a 1st-century Jewish preacher and religious leader. He is the central figure of Christianity, the
world's largest religion. Most Christians consider Jesus to be the incarnation of God the Son and awaited
messiah, or Christ, a descendant from the Davidic line that is prophesied in the Old Testament. Virtually all
modern scholars of antiquity agree that Jesus existed historically. Accounts of Jesus's life are contained in the
Gospels, especially the four canonical Gospels in the New Testament. Since the Enlightenment, academic
research has yielded various views on the historical reliability of the Gospels and how closely they reflect the
historical Jesus.

According to Christian tradition, as preserved in the Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles, Jesus was
circumcised at eight days old, was baptized by John the Baptist as a young adult, and after 40 days and nights
of fasting in the wilderness, began his own ministry. He was an itinerant teacher who interpreted the law of
God with divine authority and was often referred to as "rabbi". Jesus often debated with his fellow Jews on
how to best follow God, engaged in healings, taught in parables, and gathered followers, among whom 12
were appointed as his apostles. He was arrested in Jerusalem and tried by the Jewish authorities, handed over
to the Roman government, and crucified on the order of Pontius Pilate, the Roman prefect of Judaea. After
his death, his followers became convinced that he rose from the dead, and following his ascension, the
community they formed eventually became the early Christian Church that expanded as a worldwide
movement.

Christian theology includes the beliefs that Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit, was born of a virgin
named Mary, performed miracles, founded the Christian Church, died by crucifixion as a sacrifice to achieve
atonement for sin, rose from the dead, and ascended into Heaven from where he will return. Commonly,
Christians believe Jesus enables people to be reconciled to God. The Nicene Creed asserts that Jesus will
judge the living and the dead, either before or after their bodily resurrection, an event tied to the Second
Coming of Jesus in Christian eschatology. The great majority of Christians worship Jesus as the incarnation
of God the Son, the second of three persons of the Trinity. The birth of Jesus is celebrated annually, generally
on 25 December, as Christmas. His crucifixion is honoured on Good Friday and his resurrection on Easter
Sunday. The world's most widely used calendar era—in which the current year is AD 2025 (or 2025 CE)—is
based on the approximate date of the birth of Jesus.

Judaism rejects the belief that Jesus was the awaited messiah, arguing that he did not fulfill messianic
prophecies, was not lawfully anointed and was neither divine nor resurrected. In contrast, Jesus in Islam is
considered the messiah and a prophet of God, who was sent to the Israelites and will return to Earth before
the Day of Judgement. Muslims believe Jesus was born of the virgin Mary but was neither God nor a son of
God. Most Muslims do not believe that he was killed or crucified but that God raised him into Heaven while
he was still alive. Jesus is also revered in the Bahá?í and the Druze faiths, as well as in the Rastafari.
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Christianity is an Abrahamic monotheistic religion, which states that Jesus is the Son of God and rose from
the dead after his crucifixion, whose coming as the messiah (Christ) was prophesied in the Old Testament
and chronicled in the New Testament. It is the world's largest and most widespread religion with over 2.3
billion followers, comprising around 28.8% of the world population. Its adherents, known as Christians, are
estimated to make up a majority of the population in 120 countries and territories.

Christianity remains culturally diverse in its Western and Eastern branches, and doctrinally diverse
concerning justification and the nature of salvation, ecclesiology, ordination, and Christology. Most Christian
denominations, however, generally hold in common the belief that Jesus is God the Son—the Logos
incarnated—who ministered, suffered, and died on a cross, but rose from the dead for the salvation of
humankind; this message is called the gospel, meaning the "good news". The four canonical gospels of
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John describe Jesus' life and teachings as preserved in the early Christian tradition,
with the Old Testament as the gospels' respected background.

Christianity began in the 1st century, after the death of Jesus, as a Judaic sect with Hellenistic influence in the
Roman province of Judaea. The disciples of Jesus spread their faith around the Eastern Mediterranean area,
despite significant persecution. The inclusion of Gentiles led Christianity to slowly separate from Judaism in
the 2nd century. Emperor Constantine I decriminalized Christianity in the Roman Empire by the Edict of
Milan in 313 AD, later convening the Council of Nicaea in 325 AD, where Early Christianity was
consolidated into what would become the state religion of the Roman Empire by around 380 AD. The
Church of the East and Oriental Orthodoxy both split over differences in Christology during the 5th century,
while the Eastern Orthodox Church and the Catholic Church separated in the East–West Schism in the year
1054. Protestantism split into numerous denominations from the Catholic Church during the Reformation era
(16th century). Following the Age of Discovery (15th–17th century), Christianity expanded throughout the
world via missionary work, evangelism, immigration, and extensive trade. Christianity played a prominent
role in the development of Western civilization, particularly in Europe from late antiquity and the Middle
Ages.

The three main branches of Christianity are Catholicism (1.3 billion people), Protestantism (800 million), and
Eastern Orthodoxy (230 million), while other prominent branches include Oriental Orthodoxy (60 million),
Restorationism (35 million), and the Church of the East (600,000). Smaller church communities number in
the thousands. In Christianity, efforts toward unity (ecumenism) are underway. In the West, Christianity
remains the dominant religion even with a decline in adherence, with about 70% of that population
identifying as Christian. Christianity is growing in Africa and Asia, the world's most populous continents.
Many Christians are still persecuted in some regions of the world, particularly where they are a minority,
such as in the Middle East, North Africa, East Asia, and South Asia.
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The crucifixion of Jesus was the death of Jesus by being nailed to a cross. It occurred in 1st-century Judaea,
most likely in AD 30 or AD 33. The event is described in the four canonical gospels, referred to in the New
Testament epistles, and later attested to by other ancient sources. Scholars nearly universally accept the
historicity of Jesus's crucifixion, although there is no consensus on the details. According to the canonical
gospels, Jesus was arrested and tried by the Sanhedrin, and then sentenced by Pontius Pilate to be scourged,
and finally crucified by the Romans. The Gospel of John portrays his death as a sacrifice for sin.

Jesus was stripped of his clothing and offered vinegar mixed with myrrh or gall (likely posca) to drink. At
Golgotha, he was then hung between two convicted thieves and, according to the Gospel of Mark, was
crucified at the third hour (9 a.m.), and died by the ninth hour of the day (at around 3:00 p.m.). During this
time, the soldiers affixed a sign to the top of the cross stating "Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews" which,
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according to the Gospel of John, was written in three languages (Hebrew, Latin, and Greek). They then
divided his garments among themselves and cast lots for his seamless robe, according to the Gospel of John.
The Gospel of John also states that, after Jesus's death, one soldier (named in extra-Biblical tradition as
Longinus) pierced his side with a spear to be certain that he had died, then blood and water gushed from the
wound. The Bible describes seven statements that Jesus made while he was on the cross, as well as several
supernatural events that occurred.

Collectively referred to as the Passion, Jesus's suffering and redemptive death by crucifixion are the central
aspects of Christian theology concerning the doctrines of salvation and atonement.
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Mary was a first-century Jewish woman of Nazareth, the wife of Joseph and the mother of Jesus. She is an
important figure of Christianity, venerated under various titles such as virgin or queen, many of them
mentioned in the Litany of Loreto. The Eastern and Oriental Orthodox, Catholic, Evangelical Lutheran,
Reformed, Anglican, Methodist and Baptist churches believe that Mary, as mother of Jesus, is the Mother of
God. The Church of the East historically regarded her as Christotokos, a term still used in Assyrian Church
of the East liturgy. She has the highest position in Islam among all women and is mentioned numerous times
in the Quran, including in a chapter named after her. She is also revered in the Bahá?í Faith and the Druze
Faith.

The synoptic Gospels name Mary as the mother of Jesus. The gospels of Matthew and Luke describe Mary as
a virgin who was chosen by God to conceive Jesus through the Holy Spirit. After giving birth to Jesus in
Bethlehem, she and her husband Joseph raised him in the city of Nazareth in Galilee, and she was in
Jerusalem at his crucifixion and with the apostles after his ascension. Although her later life is not accounted
in the Bible; Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, and some Protestant traditions believe that her body was raised into
heaven at the end of her earthly life, which is known in Western Christianity as the Assumption of Mary and
in Eastern Christianity as the Dormition of the Mother of God.

Mary has been venerated since early Christianity, and is often considered to be the holiest and greatest saint.
There is a certain diversity in the Mariology and devotional practices of major Christian traditions. The
Catholic Church and some Oriental Orthodox Churches hold distinctive Marian dogmas, namely her
Immaculate Conception and her bodily Assumption into heaven. Many Protestants hold various views of
Mary's role that they perceive as being in accordance with the Scriptures. The Confessions of the Lutheran
Churches have taught the three Marian dogmas of the virgin birth, Theotokos, and perpetual virginity.

The multiple forms of Marian devotions include various prayers and hymns, the celebration of several
Marian feast days in liturgy, the veneration of images and relics, the construction of churches dedicated to
her and pilgrimages to Marian shrines. Many Marian apparitions and miracles attributed to her intercession
have been reported by believers over the centuries. She has been a traditional subject in arts, notably in
Byzantine art, medieval art and Renaissance art.
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Jesus (c. 4 BC – AD 30 or 33) was a Jewish preacher and religious leader who most Christians believe to be
the incarnation of God and Muslims believe was a prophet.

Jesus may also refer to:
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The Society of Jesus (Latin: Societas Iesu; abbreviation: S.J. or SJ), also known as the Jesuit Order or the
Jesuits ( JEZH-oo-its, JEZ-ew-; Latin: Iesuitae), is a religious order of clerics regular of pontifical right for
men in the Catholic Church headquartered in Rome. It was founded in 1540 by Ignatius of Loyola and six
companions, with the approval of Pope Paul III. The Society of Jesus is the largest religious order in the
Catholic Church and has played a significant role in education, charity, humanitarian acts and global policies.
The Society of Jesus is engaged in evangelization and apostolic ministry in 112 countries. Jesuits work in
education, research, and cultural pursuits. They also conduct retreats, minister in hospitals and parishes,
sponsor direct social and humanitarian works, and promote ecumenical dialogue.

The Society of Jesus is consecrated under the patronage of Madonna della Strada, a title of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, and it is led by a superior general. The headquarters of the society, its general curia, is in Rome.
The historic curia of Ignatius is now part of the Collegio del Gesù attached to the Church of the Gesù, the
Jesuit mother church.

Members of the Society of Jesus make profession of "perpetual poverty, chastity, and obedience" and
"promise a special obedience to the sovereign pontiff in regard to the missions." A Jesuit is expected to be
totally available and obedient to his superiors, accepting orders to go anywhere in the world, even if required
to live in extreme conditions. Ignatius, its leading founder, was a nobleman who had a military background.
The opening lines of the founding document of the Society of Jesus accordingly declare that it was founded
for "whoever desires to serve as a soldier of God, to strive especially for the defense and propagation of the
faith, and for the progress of souls in Christian life and doctrine". Jesuits are thus sometimes referred to
colloquially as "God's soldiers", "God's marines", or "the Company". The Society of Jesus participated in the
Counter-Reformation and, later, in the implementation of the Second Vatican Council.

Jesuit missionaries established missions around the world from the 16th to the 18th century and had both
successes and failures in Christianizing the native peoples. The Jesuits have always been controversial within
the Catholic Church and have frequently clashed with secular governments and institutions. Beginning in
1759, the Catholic Church expelled Jesuits from most countries in Europe and from European colonies. Pope
Clement XIV officially suppressed the order in 1773. In 1814, the Church lifted the suppression.
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The Jesus Army, also known as the Jesus Fellowship Church and the Bugbrooke Community, was a
neocharismatic evangelical Christian organisation based in the United Kingdom, which has been accused of
being a cult. Part of the British New Church Movement, the name Jesus Army was used specifically for the
outreach and street-based evangelism for which they were known.

The Jesus Fellowship was founded in 1969, when Noel Stanton (1926–2009), at that time the lay pastor of
the Baptist chapel in the village of Bugbrooke near Northampton, East Midlands, was inspired by a
charismatic experience which led him to successfully expand the congregation, largely by appealing to a
younger generation of worshippers. As the new church grew and became more charismatic in nature, many of
the original congregation left to continue worshipping in more traditional churches. The Jesus Fellowship
grew considerably and by 2007 there were approximately 3,500 members in around 24 congregations in
various cities and towns of the UK. The Jesus Fellowship frequently engaged in evangelism in public places,
seeking through outreach to demonstrate the love of Jesus and the moving of the Holy Spirit. The Fellowship
used various slogans, in its early days adopting "Love, Power & Sacrifice" and later "Jesus People, Loving
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People", and the name "Jesus Army".

The church announced in May 2019 that it "will cease to exist and the current National Leadership Team will
be stepping down from their roles once the winding up of the central Church has been completed". Members
had voted on 26 May 2019 to revoke the Church's constitution, after a decline in membership to less than
1,000 following claims against its founder and two other then members of the church of a history of sexual
assault during the 1970s. It was planned that the Jesus Centres charity the church created would continue to
operate and that individual churches would become independent congregations. Fewer than 200 people were
still living in communal households of the Jesus Fellowship.

In October 2021 Companies House certified the change of name from Jesus Centres Trust (1165925) to JCT -
Joining Communities Together Limited. Since December 2020, the Jesus Fellowship Community Trust
existed as a residuary body with the sole purpose of winding up the administrative affairs of the Jesus
Fellowship Church. A 2024 "Final Report", described as "staggering", stated that a Jesus Fellowship Redress
Scheme was available "to those who have suffered harm, abuse and/or adverse experiences within the Jesus
Fellowship community. It also provided a clear process for employment, pension, national insurance and
retirement claims."
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In Christian theology and ecclesiology, the apostles, particularly the Twelve Apostles (also known as the
Twelve Disciples or simply the Twelve), were the primary disciples of Jesus according to the New
Testament. During the life and ministry of Jesus in the 1st century AD, the apostles were his closest
followers and became the primary teachers of the gospel message of Jesus. There is also an Eastern Christian
tradition derived from the Gospel of Luke that there were seventy apostles during the time of Jesus' ministry.

The commissioning of the Twelve Apostles during the ministry of Jesus is described in the Synoptic Gospels.
After his resurrection, Jesus sent eleven of them (as Judas Iscariot by then had died) by the Great
Commission to spread his teachings to all nations.

In the Pauline epistles, Paul, although not one of the original twelve, described himself as an apostle, saying
he was called by the resurrected Jesus himself during his road to Damascus event. He later describes himself
as "an apostle to the Gentiles". The period and associated events in timeline of early Christianity during the
lifetimes of the twelve apostles is called the Apostolic Age.
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The resurrection of Jesus (Biblical Greek: ????????? ??? ?????, romanized: anástasis toú I?soú) is the
Christian belief that God raised Jesus from the dead on the third day after his crucifixion, starting—or
restoring—his exalted life as Christ and Lord. According to the New Testament writing, Jesus was firstborn
from the dead, ushering in the Kingdom of God. He appeared to his disciples, calling the apostles to the
Great Commission of forgiving sin and baptizing repenters, and ascended to Heaven.

For the Christian tradition, the bodily resurrection was the restoration to life of a transformed body powered
by spirit, as described by Paul and the gospel authors, that led to the establishment of Christianity. In
Christian theology, the resurrection of Jesus is "the central mystery of the Christian faith." It provides the
foundation for that faith, as commemorated by Easter, along with Jesus's life, death and sayings. For
Christians, his resurrection is the guarantee that all the Christian dead will be resurrected at Christ's parousia

Jesus



(second coming). The resurrection is seen as a theological affirmation that intersects with history as a
precondition for understanding the historical Jesus, his suffering, and vindication.

Secular and liberal Christian scholarship asserts that religious experiences, such as the visionary appearances
of Jesus and an inspired reading of the biblical texts, gave the impetus to the belief in the exaltation of Jesus
as a "fulfillment of the scriptures," and a resumption of the missionary activity of Jesus's followers. Scholars
differ on the historicity of Jesus' burial and the empty tomb, while the empty tomb story is seen by many as a
narrative device rather than historical evidence of resurrection.

Easter is the main Christian festival celebrating the resurrection of Jesus, symbolizing God's redemption and
rooted in Passover traditions. The resurrection is widely depicted in Christian art and connected to relics like
the Shroud of Turin, which some believe bears a miraculous image of Jesus. Judaism teaches that Jesus' body
was stolen and he did not rise. Gnosticism holds that only the soul is resurrected. Islam generally teaches that
Jesus was not crucified but directly ascended to God; however Ahmadiyya Islam believes that Jesus survived
the crucifixion and carried on his mission elsewhere.
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The brothers of Jesus or the adelphoi (Ancient Greek: ???????, romanized: adelphoí, lit. 'of the same womb,
brothers') are named in the New Testament as James, Joses (a form of Joseph), Simon, and Jude; unnamed
sisters are mentioned in Mark and Matthew. They may have been: (1) sons of Mary, the mother of Jesus, and
Joseph; (2) sons of Joseph by a former marriage; or (3) sons of Mary of Clopas, named in Mark 15:40 as the
"mother of James and Joses", who has been identified as either the sister of Mary, the mother of Jesus, or a
sister-in-law to Joseph.

Those who uphold the perpetual virginity of Mary reject the idea of biological brethren and maintain that the
brothers and sisters were either cousins of Jesus (option 3, the position of the Catholic Church) or children of
Joseph from a previous marriage (option 2, the Eastern Orthodox Church). Some Lutheran Churches have
accepted both option 2 and option 3 as being valid explanations for the doctrine of the perpetual virginity of
Mary.
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