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A fugitive or runaway is a person who is fleeing from custody, whether it be from jail, a government arrest,
government or non-government questioning, vigilante violence, or outraged private individuals. A fugitive
from justice, also known as a wanted person, can be a person who is either convicted or accused of a crime
and hiding from law enforcement in the state or taking refuge in a different country in order to avoid arrest.

A fugitive from justice alternatively has been defined as a person formally charged with a crime or a
convicted criminal whose punishment has not yet been determined or fully served who is currently beyond
the custody or control of the national or sub-national government or international criminal tribunal with an
interest in their arrest. This latter definition adopts the perspective of the pursuing government or tribunal,
recognizing that the charged (versus escaped) individual does not necessarily realize that they are officially a
wanted person (e.g., due to a case of mistaken identity or reliance on a sealed indictment), and therefore may
not be fleeing, hiding, or taking refuge to avoid arrest. The fugitive from justice is ‘international’ (versus
‘domestic’) if wanted by law enforcement authorities across a national border.

Interpol is the international organization with no legal authority to directly pursue or detain fugitives of any
kind. Europol is the European authority for the pursuit of fugitives who are on the run within Europe, and
coordinates their search, while national authorities in the probable country of their stay coordinate their
arrest. In the United States, the U.S. Marshals Service is the primary law enforcement agency that tracks
down federal fugitives, though the Federal Bureau of Investigation also tracks fugitives.

As a verbal metaphor and psychological concept, one might also be described as a "fugitive from oneself".
The literary sense of "fugitive" includes the meaning of simply "fleeing". In many jurisdictions, a fugitive
who flees custody while a trial is underway loses the right to appeal any convictions or sentences imposed on
him, since the act of fleeing is deemed to flout the court's authority. In 2003, convicted rapist Andrew Luster
had his appeals denied on the basis that he spent six months as a fugitive (he was convicted in absentia).
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The FBI Ten Most Wanted Fugitives is a most wanted list maintained by the United States's Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI). The list arose from a conversation held in late 1949 between J. Edgar Hoover,
Director of the FBI, and William Kinsey Hutchinson, International News Service (the predecessor of the
United Press International) editor-in-chief, who were discussing ways to promote capture of the FBI's
"toughest guys". This discussion turned into a published article, which received so much positive publicity



that on March 14, 1950, the FBI officially announced the list to increase law enforcement's ability to capture
dangerous fugitives. The first person added to the list was Thomas J. Holden, a robber and member of the
Holden–Keating Gang on the day of the list's inception.

Individuals are generally only removed from the list if they are captured, dead, or if the charges against them
are dropped; they are then replaced by a new entry selected by the FBI. In eleven cases, the FBI removed
individuals from the list after deciding that they were no longer a "particularly dangerous menace to society".
Machetero member Víctor Manuel Gerena, added to the list in 1984, was on the list for 32 years, which was
longer than anyone else. Billie Austin Bryant spent the shortest amount of time on the list, being listed for
two hours in 1969. The oldest person to be added to the list was Eugene Palmer on May 29, 2019, at 80 years
old. On rare occasions, the FBI will add a "Number Eleven" if that individual is extremely dangerous but the
Bureau does not feel any of the current ten should be removed. Despite occasional references in the media,
the FBI does not rank their list; no suspect is considered "#1 on the FBI's Most Wanted List" or "The Most
Wanted".

The list is commonly posted in public places such as post offices. Some people on the list have turned
themselves in. On May 18, 1996, after surrendering at the U.S. embassy in Guatemala City, Leslie Isben
Rogge became the first person on the FBI Ten Most Wanted Fugitives list to be apprehended due to the FBI's
then-new home page on the internet. The FBI maintains other lists of individuals, including the FBI Most
Wanted Terrorists, along with crime alerts, missing persons, and other fugitive lists.

On June 17, 2013, the list reached a cumulative total of 500 fugitives having been listed. As of July 1, 2025,
537 fugitives had been listed, twelve of them women, and 498 of them were captured or located (93%), 163
(31%) of them due to public assistance.
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The Fugitive is a 1993 American action thriller film, directed by Andrew Davis, with a script co-written by
Jeb Stuart and David Twohy, from a previous story draft which Twohy had written. Based on the 1960s TV
series, itself loosely inspired by the trial of Sam Sheppard, the film stars Harrison Ford, Tommy Lee Jones,
Sela Ward, Joe Pantoliano, Andreas Katsulas, and Jeroen Krabbé.

After being framed for the murder of his wife and sentenced to death, vascular surgeon Dr. Richard Kimble
(Ford) escapes from custody following a bus crash. Kimble sets out to find the real killer and clear his name,
while being hunted by the police and a team of U.S. marshals, led by Deputy Samuel Gerard (Jones).

The Fugitive premiered in Westwood, California, on July 29, 1993, and was released in the United States on
August 6, 1993. It was a critical and commercial success, spending six weeks as the number-one film in the
United States, and grossing nearly $370 million worldwide against a $44 million budget. It was the third-
highest-grossing film of 1993 worldwide, with an estimated 44 million tickets sold in the United States. It
was nominated for seven Academy Awards, including Best Picture; Tommy Lee Jones won for Best
Supporting Actor. It was followed by the 1998 film U.S. Marshals, in which Jones reprised his role as
Deputy Marshal Sam Gerard, along with some others of his earlier marshals team.
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The Fugitive is an American crime drama television series created by Roy Huggins and produced by QM
Productions and United Artists Television. It aired on ABC from September 17, 1963, to August 29, 1967.

Fugitive



David Janssen starred as Dr. Richard Kimble, a physician who is wrongfully convicted of his wife's murder,
and unjustly sentenced to death. While Dr. Kimble is en route to death row, the train derails over a track
defect, allowing him to escape and begin a cross-country search for the real killer, a "one-armed man"
(played by Bill Raisch). At the same time, Richard Kimble is hounded by the authorities, most notably by
Police Lieutenant Philip Gerard (Barry Morse).

The Fugitive aired for four seasons, with 120 51-minute episodes produced. The first three seasons were
filmed in black-and-white, while the fourth and final season was filmed in color.

The series was nominated for five Emmy Awards and won the Emmy for Outstanding Dramatic Series in
1966. In 2002, it was ranked number 36 on TV Guide's 50 Greatest TV Shows of All Time. TV Guide named
the one-armed man number five in their 2013 list of the 60 Nastiest Villains of All Time.

The popularity of the series led to various adaptations, and the realization of a titular franchise.
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The fugitive slave laws were laws passed by the United States Congress in 1793 and 1850 to provide for the
return of slaves who escaped from one state into another state or territory. The idea of the fugitive slave law
was derived from the Fugitive Slave Clause which is in the United States Constitution (Article IV, Section 2,
Paragraph 3). It was thought that forcing states to return fugitive slaves to their masters violated states' rights
due to state sovereignty, and that seizing state property should not be left up to the states. The Fugitive Slave
Clause states that fugitive slaves "shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or
Labour may be due", which abridged state rights because apprehending runaway slaves was a form of
retrieving private property. The Compromise of 1850 entailed a series of laws that allowed slavery in the new
territories and forced officials in free states to give a hearing to slave-owners without a jury.
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The Fugitive Slave Act or Fugitive Slave Law was a law passed by the 31st United States Congress on
September 18, 1850, as part of the Compromise of 1850 between Southern interests in slavery and Northern
Free-Soilers.

The Act was one of the most controversial elements of the 1850 compromise and heightened Northern fears
of a slave power conspiracy. It required that all escaped slaves, upon capture, be returned to the slave-owner
and that officials and citizens of free states had to cooperate. The Act contributed to the growing polarization
of the country over the issue of slavery. It was one of the factors that led to the founding of the Republican
Party and the start of the American Civil War.
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The FBI's Ten Most Wanted Fugitives during the 2020s is a list, maintained for an eighth decade, of the Ten
Most Wanted Fugitives of the United States Federal Bureau of Investigation. At any given time, the FBI is
actively searching for 12,000 fugitives. As of July 1, 2025, fourteen new fugitives have been added to the list.
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A bounty hunter is a private agent working for a bail bondsman who captures fugitives or criminals for a
commission or bounty. The occupation, officially known as a bail enforcement agent or fugitive recovery
agent, has traditionally operated outside the legal constraints that govern police officers and other agents of
the state. This is because a bail agreement between a defendant and a bail bondsman is essentially a civil
contract that is incumbent upon the bondsman to enforce. Since they are not police officers, bounty hunters
are exposed to legal liabilities from which agents of the state are protected as these immunities enable police
to perform their functions effectively without fear of lawsuits. Bounty hunters are typically independent
contractors paid a commission of the total bail amount that is owed by the fugitive and co-signer; they
provide their own professional liability insurance and only get paid if they are able to find the "skip" and
bring them in.

Bounty hunting is a vestige of common law which was created during the Middle Ages. In the United States,
bounty hunters primarily draw their legal imprimatur from an 1872 Supreme Court decision, Taylor v.
Taintor. The practice historically existed in many parts of the world; however, as of the 21st century, it is
found almost exclusively in the United States as the practice is illegal under the laws of most other countries.
State laws vary widely as to the legality of the practice; Illinois, Kentucky, Oregon, and Wisconsin have
outlawed commercial bail bonds, while Wyoming offers few regulations governing the practice.
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George Edward Wright (born March 29, 1943) is a Portuguese citizen of American origin, known for taking
part in the hijacking of Delta Air Lines Flight 841. Originally arrested and convicted for murder in 1962 and
sentenced to up to 30 years in prison, George Wright escaped from prison in 1970 and hijacked a Delta Air
Lines flight in 1972 with a number of accomplices.

On September 26, 2011, Wright was arrested in Portugal. The United States Department of Justice requested
his extradition from Portugal to the United States, but the request was denied on the grounds that Wright is a
Portuguese citizen.
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