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The Brooklyn Bridge is a cable-stayed suspension bridge in New York City, spanning the East River between
the boroughs of Manhattan and Brooklyn. Opened

The Brooklyn Bridge is a cable-stayed suspension bridge in New Y ork City, spanning the East River between
the boroughs of Manhattan and Brooklyn. Opened on May 24, 1883, the Brooklyn Bridge was the first fixed
crossing of the East River. It was a so the longest suspension bridge in the world when opened, with amain
span of 1,595.5 feet (486.3 m) and a deck 127 ft (38.7 m) above mean high water. The span was originally
called the New Y ork and Brooklyn Bridge or the East River Bridge but was officialy renamed the Brooklyn
Bridge in 1915.

Proposals for a bridge connecting Manhattan and Brooklyn were first made in the early 19th century; these
plans evolved into what is now the Brooklyn Bridge, designed by John A. Roebling. The project's chief
engineer, his son Washington Roebling, contributed further design work, assisted by the latter's wife, Emily
Warren Roebling. Construction started in 1870 and was overseen by the New Y ork Bridge Company, which
in turn was controlled by the Tammany Hall political machine. Numerous controversies and the novelty of
the design prolonged the project over thirteen years. After opening, the Brooklyn Bridge underwent several
reconfigurations, having carried horse-drawn vehicles and elevated railway lines until 1950. To alleviate
increasing traffic flows, additional bridges and tunnels were built across the East River. Due to gradual
deterioration, the Brooklyn Bridge was renovated several times, including in the 1950s, 1980s, and 2010s.

The Brooklyn Bridge is the southernmost of five vehicular bridges connecting Manhattan Island and Long
Island, with the Manhattan Bridge, the Williamsburg Bridge, the Queensboro Bridge, and the Robert F.
Kennedy Bridge (formerly known as the Triborough Bridge) to the north. Only passenger vehicles and
pedestrian and bicycle traffic are permitted. A major tourist attraction since it opened, the Brooklyn Bridge
has become an icon of New Y ork City. Over the years, the bridge has been used for stunts and performances,
aswell as several crimes, attacks and vandalism. The Brooklyn Bridge is designated a National Historic
Landmark, aNew Y ork City landmark, and a National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark.
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On May 17, 2025, the Mexican Navy ship Cuauhtémoc struck the Brooklyn Bridge while departing New

Y ork City. The ship's masts collided with the underside of the bridge, at around the height of her topgallant
sails, causing the loss of her topmasts and resulting in two deaths and multiple injuries of people aboard the
vessdl.
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The Brooklyn Bridge (also known as The Bridge and as Johnny Maestro & The Brooklyn Bridge since the
1980s) isan American musical group, best known for their million-selling rendition of Jimmy Webb's "Worst
That Could Happen™" (1968).
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The Manhattan Bridge is a suspension bridge that crosses the East River in New Y ork City, connecting
Lower Manhattan at Canal Street with Downtown Brooklyn at the Flatbush Avenue Extension. Designed by
Leon Moisseiff, the bridge has a total length of 6,855 ft (2,089 m). The bridge is one of four vehicular
bridges directly connecting Manhattan Island and Long Island; the nearby Brooklyn Bridgeisjust slightly
farther west, while the Queensboro and Williamsburg bridges are to the north.

The bridge was proposed in 1898 and was originally called "Bridge No. 3" before being renamed the
Manhattan Bridge in 1902. Foundations for the bridge's suspension towers were completed in 1904, followed
by the anchorages in 1907 and the towersin 1908. The Manhattan Bridge opened to traffic on December 31,
1909, and began carrying streetcarsin 1912 and New Y ork City Subway trainsin 1915. The eastern upper-
deck roadway was installed in 1922. After streetcars stopped running in 1929, the western upper roadway
was finished two years later. The uneven weight of subway trains crossing the Manhattan Bridge caused it to
tilt to one side, necessitating an extensive reconstruction between 1982 and 2004.

The Manhattan Bridge was the first suspension bridge to use a Warren truss in its design. It has a main span
of 1,480 ft (451 m) between two 350-foot (110 m) suspension towers. The deck carries seven vehicular lanes,
four on an upper level and three on alower level, aswell as four subway tracks, two each flanking the lower-
level roadway. The span is carried by four main cables, which travel between masonry anchorages at either
side of the bridge, and 1,400 vertical suspender cables. Carrere and Hastings designed ornamental plazas at
both ends of the bridge, including an arch and colonnade in Manhattan that isa New Y ork City designated
landmark. The bridge's use of light trusses influenced the design of other long suspension bridgesin the early
20th century.
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The Verrazzano-Narrows Bridge ( VERR-?-ZAH-noh; also referred to as the Narrows Bridge, the
Verrazzano Bridge, and simply the Verrazzano) is a suspension bridge connecting the boroughs of Staten
Island and Brooklyn in New Y ork City, United States. It spans the Narrows, a body of water linking the
relatively enclosed New Y ork Harbor with Lower New Y ork Bay and the Atlantic Ocean. It isthe only fixed
crossing of the Narrows. The double-deck bridge carries 13 lanes of Interstate 278: seven on the upper level
and six on the lower level. The span is named for Giovanni da Verrazzano, who in 1524 was the first
European explorer to enter New Y ork Harbor and the Hudson River.

Engineer David B. Steinman proposed a bridge across the Narrows in the late 1920s, but plans were deferred
over the next twenty years. A 1920s attempt to build a Staten Island Tunnel was aborted, as was a 1930s plan
for vehicular tubes underneath the Narrows. Discussion of atunnel resurfaced in the mid-1930s and early
1940s, but the plans were again denied. In the late 1940s, urban planner Robert M oses championed a bridge
across the Narrows as away to connect Staten Island with the rest of the city. Various problems delayed the
start of construction until 1959. Designed by Othmar Ammann, Leopold Just, and other engineers at
Ammann & Whitney, the bridge opened on November 21, 1964. The lower deck opened in 1969 to
accommodate increasing traffic loads. The bridge was refurbished in the 1990s and again in the 2010s and
2020s.

The bridge has a central span of 4,260 feet (1.30 km; 0.81 mi). Its central span was the longest of any
suspension bridge in the world until the Humber Bridge was completed in 1981. The bridge has the 18th-
longest main span in the world, as well as the longest in the Americas. When the bridge was officially named
in 1960, it was misspelled "V errazano-Narrows Bridge" due to an error in the construction contract, though



the name was not corrected until 2018. The V errazzano-Narrows Bridge collects tollsin both directions.
From 1986 to 2020, in an attempt to reduce traffic congestion, only westbound drivers paid atoll (which was
double the standard toll for several of the city's other bridges).
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Brooklyn is the most populous of the five boroughs of New Y ork City, coextensive with Kings County, in
the U.S. state of New Y ork. Located at the westernmost end of Long Island and formerly an independent city,
Brooklyn shares aland border with the borough and county of Queens. It has severa bridge and tunnel
connections to the borough of Manhattan, across the East River (most famously, the architecturally
significant Brooklyn Bridge), and is connected to Staten Island by way of the V errazzano-Narrows Bridge.

The borough (as Kings County), at 37,339.9 inhabitants per square mile (14,417.0/km2), is the second most
densely populated county in the U.S. after Manhattan (New Y ork County), and the most populous county in
the state, as of 2022. As of the 2020 United States census, the population stood at 2,736,074. Had Brooklyn
remained an independent city on Long Island, it would now be the fourth most populous American city after
the rest of New Y ork City, Los Angeles, and Chicago, while ahead of Houston. With aland area of 69.38
square miles (179.7 km2) and awater area of 27.48 square miles (71.2 km2), Kings County, one of the
twelve original counties established under British rule in 1683 in the then-province of New Y ork, isthe state
of New Y ork's fourth-smallest county by land area and third smallest by total area.

Brooklyn, named after the Dutch town of Breukelen in the Netherlands, was founded by the Dutch in the
17th century and grew into a busy port city on New Y ork Harbor by the 19th century. On January 1, 1898,
after along political campaign and public-relations battle during the 1890s and despite opposition from
Brooklyn residents, Brooklyn was consolidated in and annexed (along with other areas) to form the current
five-borough structure of New Y ork City in accordance to the new municipal charter of "Greater New Y ork™.
The borough continues to maintain some distinct culture. Many Brooklyn neighborhoods are ethnic enclaves.
With Jews forming around afifth of its population, the borough has been described as one of the main global
hubs for Jewish culture. Brooklyn's official motto, displayed on the borough seal and flag, is Eendraght
Maeckt Maght, which translates from early modern Dutch as 'Unity makes strength'.

Educational institutions in Brooklyn include the City University of New Y ork's Brooklyn College, Medgar
Evers College, and College of Technology, aswell as Long Island University and the New Y ork University
Tandon School of Engineering. In sports, basketball's Brooklyn Nets, and New Y ork Liberty play at the
Barclays Center. In the first decades of the 21st century, Brooklyn has experienced a renaissance as a
destination for hipsters, with concomitant gentrification, dramatic house-price increases, and a decrease in
housing affordability. Some new developments are required to include affordable housing units. Since the
2010s, parts of Brooklyn have evolved into a hub of entrepreneurship, high-technology startup firms,
postmodern art, and design.
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The Brooklyn Bridge-City Hall/Chambers Street station isa New Y ork City Subway station complex in
Lower Manhattan. The complex is served by trains of the IRT Lexington Avenue Line and the BMT Nassau
Street Line. The station is served by the 4, 6, and Jtrains at all times; the 5 train at all times except late
nights; the <6> train during weekdays in the peak direction; and the Z train during rush hours in the peak
direction. It is the southern terminal for all 6 trains.



The complex comprises two stations, Brooklyn Bridge-City Hall and Chambers Street. The Brooklyn
Bridge—City Hall station was built for the Interborough Rapid Transit Company (IRT), and was an express
station on the city's first subway line. The station opened on October 27, 1904, as one of the original 28
stations of the New Y ork City Subway. The Chambers Street station was built for the Brooklyn Rapid Transit
Company (later the Brooklyn—-Manhattan Transit Corporation, or BMT) as part of the Dual Contracts. The
Nassau Street Line station opened on August 4, 1913. Over the years, several modifications have been made
to both stations, which were connected within a single fare control areain 1948.

The Lexington Avenue Line's Brooklyn Bridge-City Hall station, under Centre Street, has two island
platforms, two side platforms, and four tracks; the side platforms are not in use. The Nassau Street Line's
Chambers Street station, under the Manhattan Municipal Building, has three island platforms, one side
platform, and four tracks; only the outer tracks and two of the island platforms are in use. The complex
contains elevators that make it compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.
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John Peter Mastrangelo (May 7, 1939 — March 24, 2010), known as Johnny Maestro, was an American pop
singer. He was the lead vocalist for the doo-wop group The Crests, whose song "16 Candles" went to number
two on the Billboard Hot 100. He later led The Brooklyn Bridge, who are best known for their cover of the
Jmmy Webb song "Worst That Could Happen".

Maestro continued singing as frontman for the Brooklyn Bridge. With this group, they were inducted into
three major music hall of fames. After his death from cancer in 2010, a section of Mason and Midland
Avenue in Staten Island was renamed to " Johnny Maestro Way" in his honor in 2011.

Williamsburg Bridge
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The Williamsburg Bridge is a suspension bridge across the East River in New Y ork City, connecting the
Lower East Side of Manhattan with the Williamsburg neighborhood of Brooklyn. Originally known as the
East River Bridge, the Williamsburg Bridge was completed in 1903 and, at 7,308 feet (2,227 m) long, was
the longest suspension bridge span in the world until 1924.

Proposed in January 1892, the bridge project was approved in 1895. Work began on June 19, 1896, under
chief engineer Leffert L. Buck. Despite delays and funding shortfalls, the bridge opened on December 19,
1903. In addition to roads, walkways, and New Y ork City Subway tracks, the bridge had four trolley tracks,
which were replaced with roads in 1936 and 1949. The bridge underwent a substantial renovation in the
1980s and 1990s following the discovery of severe structural defects, and it was again being renovated in the
2020s.

The Williamsburg Bridge's main span is 1,600 feet (490 m) long and is carried on four main cables, which
are suspended from two 335-foot (102 m) towers. Unlike similar suspension bridges, the side spans are
supported by trusswork and additional towers. The 118-foot-wide (36 m) deck carries eight lanes of vehicular
traffic, two subway tracks, and two walkway and bike paths that merge in Manhattan. The bridge is one of
four vehicular bridges directly connecting Manhattan Island and Long Island, along with the Queensboro
Bridge to the north and the Manhattan and Brooklyn bridges to the south. The bridge also servesas a
connector highway to and from the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway (1-278) in Brooklyn.

Brooklyn Heights
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Brooklyn Heightsis aresidential neighborhood within the New Y ork City borough of Brooklyn. The
neighborhood is bounded by Old Fulton Street near the Brooklyn Bridge on the north, Cadman Plaza West
on the east, Atlantic Avenue on the south, and the Brooklyn—Queens Expressway or the East River on the
west. Adjacent neighborhoods are Dumbo to the north, Downtown Brooklyn to the east, and Cobble Hill and
Boerum Hill to the south.

Originally referred to as Brooklyn Village, it has been a prominent area of Brooklyn since 1834. The
neighborhood is noted for its low-rise architecture and its many brownstone rowhouses, most of them built
prior to the Civil War. It also has an abundance of notable churches and other religious institutions.
Brooklyn'sfirst art gallery, the Brooklyn Arts Gallery, was opened in Brooklyn Heightsin 1958. In 1965, a
large part of Brooklyn Heights was protected from unchecked development by the creation of the Brooklyn
Heights Historic District, the first such district in New Y ork City. The district was added to the National
Register of Historic Placesin 1966.

Directly across the East River from Manhattan and connected to it by subways and regular ferry service,
Brooklyn Heightsis also easily accessible from Downtown Brooklyn. Columbia Heights, an upscale six-
block-long street next to the Brooklyn Heights Promenade, is sometimes considered to be its own

nei ghborhood.

Brooklyn Heights is part of Brooklyn Community District 2, and its primary ZIP Code is 11201. It is
patrolled by the 84th Precinct of the New Y ork City Police Department. The New Y ork City Fire Department
operates two fire stations near Brooklyn Heights: Engine Company 205/Ladder Company 118 at 74 Middagh
Street, and Engine Company 224 at 274 Hicks Street.
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