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Oedipus Rex, also known by its Greek title, Oedipus Tyrannus (Ancient Greek: ???????? ????????,
pronounced [oidípu?s týrannos]), or Oedipus the King, is an Athenian tragedy by Sophocles. While some
scholars have argued that the play was first performed c. 429 BC, this is highly uncertain. Originally, to the
ancient Greeks, the title was simply Oedipus (????????), as it is referred to by Aristotle in the Poetics. It is
thought to have been renamed Oedipus Tyrannus to distinguish it from Oedipus at Colonus, a later play by
Sophocles. In antiquity, the term "tyrant" referred to a ruler with no legitimate claim to rule, but it did not
necessarily have a negative connotation.

Of Sophocles's three Theban plays that have survived, and that deal with the story of Oedipus, Oedipus Rex
was the second to be written, following Antigone by about a dozen years. However, in terms of the
chronology of events described by the plays, it comes first, followed by Oedipus at Colonus and then
Antigone.

Prior to the start of Oedipus Rex, Oedipus has become the king of Thebes while unwittingly fulfilling a
prophecy that he would kill his father, Laius (the previous king), and marry his mother, Jocasta (whom
Oedipus took as his queen after solving the riddle of the Sphinx). The action of Sophocles's play concerns
Oedipus's search for the murderer of Laius in order to end a plague ravaging Thebes, unaware that the killer
he is looking for is none other than himself. At the end of the play, after the truth finally comes to light,
Jocasta hangs herself while Oedipus, horrified at his patricide and incest, proceeds to gouge out his own eyes
in despair.

In his Poetics, Aristotle refers several times to the play in order to exemplify aspects of the genre.
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Sophocles (; Ancient Greek: ????????, pronounced [so.p?o.kl???s], Sophokl?s; c. 497/496 – winter 406/405
BC) was an ancient Greek tragedian, one of three from whom at least two plays have survived in full. His
first plays were written later than, or contemporary with, those of Aeschylus and earlier than, or
contemporary with, those of Euripides. Sophocles wrote more than 120 plays, but only seven have survived
in a complete form: Ajax, Antigone, Women of Trachis, Oedipus Rex, Electra, Philoctetes, and Oedipus at
Colonus. For almost 50 years, Sophocles was the most celebrated playwright in the dramatic competitions of
the city-state of Athens, which took place during the religious festivals of the Lenaea and the Dionysia. He
competed in 30 competitions, won 24, and was never judged lower than second place. Aeschylus won 13
competitions and was sometimes beaten by Sophocles; Euripides won four.

The most famous tragedies of Sophocles feature Oedipus and Antigone: they are generally known as the
Theban plays, though each was part of a different tetralogy (the other members of which are now lost).
Sophocles influenced the development of drama, most importantly by adding a third actor (attributed to
Sophocles by Aristotle; to Aeschylus by Themistius), thereby reducing the importance of the chorus in the
presentation of the plot. He also developed his characters to a greater extent than earlier playwrights.
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Mission to Mars is a 2000 American science fiction adventure film directed by Brian De Palma, written by
Jim and John Thomas, and Graham Yost, and suggested by Disney's theme park attraction of the same name.
The film depicts the first crewed Mars exploration mission going awry; American astronaut Jim McConnell
(Gary Sinise) helps to coordinate a rescue mission for a colleague. Principal support actors were Tim
Robbins, Don Cheadle, Connie Nielsen, Jerry O'Connell, and Kim Delaney.

Released theatrically by Buena Vista Pictures Distribution through Touchstone Pictures on March 10, 2000,
the film was both a critical and commercial disappointment.
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Oedipus is a fabula crepidata (Roman tragic play with Greek subject) of c. 1061 lines of verse that was
written by Lucius Annaeus Seneca at some time during the 1st century AD. It is a retelling of the story of
Oedipus, which is better known through the play Oedipus Rex by the Athenian playwright, Sophocles. It is
written in Latin.
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Oedipus at Colonus (also Oedipus Coloneus; Ancient Greek: ???????? ??? ??????, Oidipous epi Kol?n?) is
the second of the three Theban plays of the Athenian tragedian Sophocles. It was written shortly before
Sophocles's death in 406 BC and produced by his grandson (also called Sophocles) at the Festival of
Dionysus in 401 BC.

In the timeline of the plays, the events of Oedipus at Colonus occur after Oedipus Rex and before Antigone;
however, it was the last of Sophocles's three Theban plays to be written. The play describes the end of
Oedipus's tragic life. Legends differ as to the site of Oedipus's death; Sophocles set the place at Colonus, a
village near Athens and also Sophocles's own birthplace, where the blinded Oedipus has come with his
daughters Antigone and Ismene as suppliants of the Erinyes and of Theseus, the king of Athens.
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In Greek mythology, Jocasta ( ), also rendered as Iocaste (Ancient Greek: ??????? Iokást? [i.okást??]) and
Epicaste (; ???????? Epikást?), was Queen of Thebes through her marriages to Laius and her son, Oedipus.
She is best known for her role in the myths surrounding Oedipus and her eventual suicide upon the discovery
of his identity.
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Oedipus is an opera in two parts composed by Wolfgang Rihm to a German-language libretto that he based
on the Greek tragedy Oedipus Rex by Sophocles and related texts by Friedrich Nietzsche and Heiner Müller.
The work is characterised as Musiktheater (Music drama). Written in 1986 and 1987, it was premiered on 4
October 1987 at the Deutsche Oper Berlin, directed by Götz Friedrich; it was broadcast live and recorded on
DVD.
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In Greek mythology, Merope (; Ancient Greek: ??????) was a Queen of Corinth, and wife of King Polybus.
In some accounts, she was called Periboea.
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Peripeteia (, peripety, alternative Latin form: Peripet?a, ultimately from Greek: ??????????) is a reversal of
circumstances, or turning point, within a work of literature.
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A sphinx ( SFINKS; Ancient Greek: ?????, pronounced [sp?í?ks]; pl. sphinxes or sphinges ) is a mythical
creature with the head of a human, the body of a lion, and the wings of an eagle.

In Greek tradition, the sphinx is a treacherous and merciless being with the head of a woman, the haunches of
a lion, and the wings of a bird. According to Greek myth, she challenges those who encounter her to answer a
riddle, and kills and eats them when they fail to solve the riddle. This deadly version of a sphinx appears in
the myth and drama of Oedipus.

In Egyptian mythology, in contrast, the sphinx is typically depicted as a man (an androsphinx (Ancient
Greek: ??????????)), and is seen as a benevolent representation of strength and ferocity, usually of a pharaoh.
Unlike Greek or Levantine/Mesopotamian ones, Egyptian sphinxes were not winged.

Both the Greek and Egyptian sphinxes were thought of as guardians, and statues of them often flank the
entrances to temples. During the Renaissance, the sphinx enjoyed a major revival in European decorative art.
During this period, images of the sphinx were initially similar to the ancient Egyptian version, but when later
exported to other cultures, the sphinx was often conceived of quite differently, partly due to varied
translations of descriptions of the originals, and partly through the evolution of the concept as it was
integrated into other cultural traditions.

However, depictions of the sphinx are generally associated with grand architectural structures, such as royal
tombs or religious temples.
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