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2023 (MMXXI111) was a common year starting on Sunday of the Gregorian calendar, the 2023rd year of the
Common Era (CE) and Anno Domini (AD) designations, the 23rd year of the 3rd millennium and the 21st
century, and the 4th year of the 2020s decade.

Catastrophic natural disastersin 2023 included the 5th-deadliest earthquake of the 21st century striking
Turkey and Syria, leaving up to 62,000 people dead; Cyclone Freddy, the longest-lasting recorded tropical
cyclonein history in the Indian Ocean, which led to over 1,400 deathsin Maawi and Mozambique; Storm
Daniel, which became the deadliest tropical cyclone worldwide since Typhoon Haiyan after killing at |east
5,300 people in Libya; amaor 6.8 magnitude earthquake striking western Morocco, killing 2,960 people;
and a 6.3 magnitude quadruple earthquake striking western Afghanistan, killing over 1,400 people. The year
also saw adecline in the severity of the COVID-19 pandemic, with the WHO (World Health Organization)
ending its global health emergency statusin May.

The Russian invasion of Ukraine and Myanmar civil war continued in 2023, and a series of coups, several
armed conflicts, and political crises broke out in numerous African nations, most notably a Sudanese civil
war. In Armenia and Azerbaijan, the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict ended after over 100,000 Armenians fled
the region after an Azeri military invasion. In India, the year marked the beginning of the ethnic violencein
the state of Manipur between the Kuki and the Meitei people. A major escalation of the Israeli—Palestinian
conflict occurred in October when Hamas, the governing body of the Gaza Strip, led a major attack on Israel,
leading the latter to both declare war on Hamas and invade the Gaza Strip; the I sragli aerial bombardment
campaign killed 20,000 Palestinians within two months and caused a humanitarian crisis, leading to
allegations of genocide that formed the basis of an 1CJ case brought by South Africathat December.

A banking crisis resulted in the collapse of numerous American regional banks as well as the buyout of
Credit Suisse by UBS in Switzerland. The two largest American banks to collapse were Silicon Valley Bank
and First Republic Bank, two of the three largest banking collapsesin US history. The most notable of
numerous acquisitions in various industries included October's energy acquisitions with ExxonMobil and
Chevron buying Pioneer Natural Resources and Hess respectively, the luxury fashion holding company
Tapestry (Coach New Y ork and Kate Spade New Y ork) announcing its purchase of Capri Holdings (Michael
Korsand Versace), and the closure of Microsoft's acquisition of Activision Blizzard. In the realm of
technology, 2023 saw the continued rise of generative Al models, with increasing applications across various
industries. These models, leveraging advancements in machine learning and natural language processing, had
become capable of creating realistic and coherent text, music, and images.
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Oppenheimer is a 2023 epic biographical thriller film written, co-produced, and directed by Christopher
Nolan. It followsthe life of J. Robert Oppenheimer, the American theoretical physicist who helped develop
the first nuclear weapons during World War 11. Based on the 2005 biography American Prometheus by Kai
Bird and Martin J. Sherwin, the film dramatizes Oppenheimer's studies, his direction of the Los Alamos
Laboratory and his 1954 security hearing. Cillian Murphy stars as Oppenheimer, alongside Robert Downey



Jr. asthe United States Atomic Energy Commission member Lewis Strauss. The ensemble supporting cast
includes Emily Blunt, Matt Damon, Florence Pugh, Josh Hartnett, Casey Affleck, Rami Malek, and Kenneth
Branagh.

Oppenheimer was announced in September 2021. It was Nolan's first film not distributed by Warner Bros.
Pictures since Memento (2000), due to his conflicts regarding the studio's simultaneous theatrical and HBO
Max release schedule. Murphy was the first cast member to join, with the rest joining between November
2021 and April 2022. Pre-production began by January 2022, and filming took place from February to May.
The cinematographer, Hoyte van Hoytema, used a combination of IMAX 65 mm and 65 mm large-format
film, including, for the first time, selected scenesin IMAX black-and-white film photography. As with many
of his previous films, Nolan used extensive practical effects, with minimal compositing.

Oppenheimer premiered at Le Grand Rex in Parison July 11, 2023, and was theatrically released in the
United States and the United Kingdom on July 21 by Universal Pictures. Its concurrent release with Warner
Bros.'s Barbie was the catalyst of the "Barbenheimer”" phenomenon, encouraging audiences to see both films
as adouble feature. Oppenheimer received critical acclaim and grossed $975 million worldwide, becoming
the third-highest-grossing film of 2023, the highest-grossing World War I1-related film, the highest-grossing
biographical film and the second-highest-grossing R-rated film of all time at the time of itsrelease.

The recipient of many accolades, Oppenheimer was nominated for thirteen awards at the 96th Academy
Awards and won seven, including Best Picture, Best Director (Nolan), Best Actor (Murphy), and Best
Supporting Actor (Downey). It also won five Golden Globe Awards (including Best Motion Picture —
Drama) and seven British Academy Film Awards (including Best Film), and was named one of the top 10
films of 2023 by the National Board of Review and the American Film Institute.
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The Gazawar is an armed conflict in the Gaza Strip and Israel, fought since 7 October 2023, as part of the
unresolved I sraeli—Pal estinian and Gaza—lsrael conflicts dating back to the 20th century. On 7 October 2023,
Hamas and other Palestinian militant groups launched a surprise attack on Israel, in which 1,195 Israelis and
foreign nationals, including 815 civilians, were killed, and 251 taken hostage with the stated goal of forcing
Israel to release Palestinian prisoners. Since the start of the Israeli offensive that followed, over 62,000
Palestinians in Gaza have been killed, amost half of them women and children, and more than 156,000
injured. A study in The Lancet estimated 64,260 deaths in Gaza from traumatic injuries by June 2024, while
noting a potentially larger death toll when "indirect" deaths are included. As of May 2025, a comparable
figure for traumatic injury deaths would be 93,000.

The Gaza war follows the wars of 2008-2009, 2012, 2014, and the 2021 clashes. After clearing militants
from its territory, Israel launched a bombing campaign and invaded Gaza on 27 October with the stated
objectives of destroying Hamas and freeing the hostages. I sragli forces launched numerous campaigns,
including the Rafah offensive from May 2024, three battles fought around Khan Y unis, and the siege of
North Gaza from October 2024, and have assassinated Hamas leaders inside and outside of Gaza. A
temporary ceasefire in November 2023 broke down, and a second ceasefire in January 2025 ended with a
surprise attack by Isragl in March 2025. In August 2025, Israel began an offensive to take over Gaza City in
the north.

The war has resulted in a humanitarian crisisin Gaza. Isragl's tightened blockade cut off basic necessities,
causing a severe hunger crisis, malnutrition, and imminent to confirmed famine as of August 2025. By early
2025, Israel had caused unprecedented destruction in Gaza and made large parts of it uninhabitable, leveling
entire cities and destroying hospitals (including children's hospitals), religious and cultural landmarks,



educational facilities, agricultural land, and cemeteries. Gazan journalists, health workers, aid workers and
other members of civil society have been detained, tortured and killed. Nearly all of the strip's 2.3 million
Palestinian population have been forcibly displaced. Over 100,000 Israglis were internally displaced at the
height of the conflict. Thefirst day was the deadliest in Israel's history, and the war is the deadliest for
Palestinians in the broader conflict.

Many human rights organizations and scholars of genocide studies and international law say that Israel is
committing genocide in Gaza, though some dispute this. Experts and human rights organizations have also
stated that Israel and Hamas have committed war crimes. A case accusing Israel of committing genocide in
Gazais being reviewed by the International Court of Justice, while the International Criminal Court issued
arrest warrants for Benjamin Netanyahu, Y oav Gallant and Mohammed Deif, though Deif's was withdrawn
because he was killed. Torture and sexual violence have been committed by Palestinian militant groups and
by Israeli forces.

Israel has received extensive military and diplomatic support from the United States, which has vetoed
multiple pro-ceasefire resolutions from the UN Security Council. The war has reverberated regionally, with
Axis of Resistance groups across severa Arab countries and Iran clashing with the United States and I srael,
including the 12-day Iran—Israel war. A year of strikes between Isragl and Hezbollah led to the Isradli
invasion of Lebanon, the ongoing Israeli operationsin Syria, as well as contributing to the fall of the Assad
regime. The war continues to have significant regional and international repercussions, with large protests
worldwide calling for a ceasefire, as well as a surge of antisemitism and anti-Palestinian racism.
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Barbie is a 2023 fantasy comedy film directed by Greta Gerwig from a screenplay she wrote with Noah
Baumbach. Based on the fashion dolls by Mattel, it isthe first live-action Barbie film after numerous
animated films and specials. Starring Margot Robbie as the title character and Ryan Gosling as Ken, the film
follows them on ajourney of self-discovery through Barbieland and the real world following an existential
crisis. The supporting cast includes America Ferrera, Michael Cera, Kate McKinnon, Issa Rae, Rhea
Perlman, and Will Ferrell.

A live-action Barbie film was announced in September 2009 by Universal Pictures with Laurence Mark
producing. Development began in April 2014, when Sony Pictures acquired the film rights. Following
multiple writer and director changes and the casting of Amy Schumer and later Anne Hathaway as Barbie,
the rights were transferred to Warner Bros. Picturesin October 2018. Robbie was cast in 2019, after Gal
Gadot turned down the role due to scheduling conflicts, and Gerwig was announced as director and co-writer
with Baumbach in 2020. The rest of the cast was announced in early 2022. Principal photography occurred
primarily at Warner Bros. Studios, Leavesden, England, and at the Venice Beach Skatepark in Los Angeles
from March to July 2022.

Barbie premiered at the Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles on July 9, 2023, and was released in the United
States on July 21. Its concurrent release with Universal Pictures Oppenheimer was the catalyst of the
"Barbenheimer” phenomenon, encouraging audiences to see both films as a double feature. The film grossed
$1.447 billion and achieved severa milestones, becoming the highest-grossing film of 2023 and the 14th
highest-grossing film of all time at the time of its release.

Named one of the top ten films of 2023 by the National Board of Review and the American Film Institute,
Barbie received critical acclaim and other accolades, including eight Academy Award nominations (among
them Best Picture), winning Best Original Song for "What Was | Made For?'; the song also won the Golden
Globe Award for Best Original Song while the film received the inaugural Golden Globe Award for



Cinematic and Box Office Achievement.
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Pathaan (pronounced [p??7a™]) is a 2023 Indian Hindi-language action thriller film directed by Siddharth
Anand and produced by Aditya Chopra under Y ash Raj Films. The film stars Shah Rukh Khan in the titular
role, alongside Deepika Padukone, John Abraham, Dimple Kapadia, and Ashutosh Rana. It is the fourth
instalment in the Y RF Spy Universe and the first instalment in the universe to establish crossovers between
characters from other universe films. The film follows Pathaan, an exiled RAW agent, who works with ISl
agent Rubina Mohsin, to take down Jim, aformer RAW agent turned rogue, who plans to attack Indiawith a
deadly lab-generated virus.

Principal photography commenced in November 2020 in Mumbai. The film was shot in various locations in
India, Afghanistan, Spain, UAE, Turkey, Russia, Italy, and France. The film's soundtrack was composed by
Vishal—Shekhar, while Sanchit Balhara and Ankit Balhara composed the background score. The film was
made on an estimated production budget of 7250 crore (US$30 million).

Pathaan was theatrically released in India on 25 January 2023, coinciding with the Republic Day weekend.
The film received generally positive reviews from critics. It broke several box office records for aHindi film,
including the highest opening day, highest single day, highest opening weekend and highest opening week
for aHindi filmin India. It eventually emerged as the highest-grossing Hindi film of all timein Indiato that
point and set recordsin all major overseas markets. Pathaan grossed ?1,050.30 crore (US$120 million)
worldwide, becoming the second highest-grossing Indian film of 2023, third highest-grossing Hindi film of
all time, and eighth highest-grossing Indian film of all time. At the 69th Filmfare Awards, the film received
16 nominations, including Best Film, Best Director and Best Actress (Padukone), and won Best Female
Playback Singer (Shilpa Rao for the song "Besharam Rang"). A sequel isin development.

2024 United States elections
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Elections were held in the United States on November 5, 2024. In the presidential election, former
Republican President Donald Trump, seeking a non-consecutive second term, defeated the incumbent
Democratic Vice President Kamala Harris. Republicans also gained control of the Senate and held narrow
control of the House of Representatives, winning a government trifecta for the first time since 2016. Thiswas
the first time since 1980 that Republicans flipped control of a chamber of Congressin a presidential year.

This election cycle was notable for two attempted assassinations on Donald Trump, the first in Pennsylvania,
in which he was shot, and the second in Florida. Thiswas thefirst time aU.S. president (current or former)
had been shot at since 1981, and the first time a U.S. presidential candidate had been shot on the campaign
trail since 1972. Magjor issues across the elections were the economy, abortion, immigration, democracy, and
foreign policy.
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Jannik Sinner (born 16 August 2001) is an Italian professional tennis player. Heis currently ranked as the
world No. 1in men's singles by the ATP, the first and only Italian to reach the top ranking. Sinner has won



20 ATP Tour-evel singlestitles, including four magjors: two at the Australian Open, one at the Wimbledon
Championships, and one at the US Open. He also led Italy to the 2023 and 2024 Davis Cup crowns.

Despite limited success as ajunior, Sinner began playing in professional men's events aged 16, and became
one of the few playersto win multiple ATP Challenger Tour titlesat age 17. In 2019, he won the Next
Generation ATP Finals and the ATP Newcomer of the Y ear award, and two years later became the first
player born in the 2000s to enter the top 10 in rankings. Sinner won hisfirst Masters 1000 title at the 2023
Canadian Open and finished the season by reaching the final of the ATP Finals and leading Italy to the Davis
Cup crown.

At the 2024 Australian Open, Sinner defeated world No. 1 Novak Djokovic and then Daniil Medvedev in a
five-set final to win hisfirst mgjor title. He followed by winning three Masters 1000 events, the US Open,
and the ATP Finals to finish the year as the world No. 1. In 2025, Sinner successfully defended histitle at the
Australian Open and, following a three-month suspension for the accidental administration of clostebol,
finished runner-up at the French Open, losing an epic final to Carlos Alcaraz. He rebounded by winning
Wimbledon over Alcaraz in the final, becoming the first Italian to win the title.
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A civil war began on 15 April 2023 between two rival factions of the military government of Sudan. The
conflict involves the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF), led by General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, and the
paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF), commanded by Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo (commonly known as
Hemedti), who also leads the broader Janjaweed coalition. Several smaller armed groups have also taken
part. Fighting has been concentrated in the capital, Khartoum, where the conflict began with large-scale
battles, and in the Darfur region. Many civiliansin Darfur have been reported dead as part of the Masalit
massacres, which have been described as ethnic cleansing or genocide. Sudan has been described as facing
the world's worst humanitarian crisis; nearly 25 million people are experiencing extreme hunger. On 7
January 2025, the United States said it had determined that the RSF and allied militias committed genocide.

Since gaining independence in 1956, Sudan has endured chronic instability marked by 20 coup attempts,
prolonged military rule, two devastating civil wars, and the Darfur genocide. The war erupted amid tensions
over the integration of the RSF into the army following the 2021 coup, starting with RSF attacks on
government sites in Khartoum and other cities. The capital region was soon divided between the two
factions, and al-Burhan relocated his government to Port Sudan. International efforts, including the May
2023 Jeddah Declaration, failed to stop the fighting, while various rebel groups entered the war: the
SPLM—North (al-Hilu faction) attacked the SAF in the south; the Tamazuj movement joined the RSF; and
the SAF gained support from factions of the Sudan Liberation Movement and the Justice and Equality
Movement. By late 2023, the RSF controlled most of Darfur and advanced in Khartoum, Kordofan, and
Gezira. The SAF regained momentum in early 2024, making gainsin Omdurman and eventually retaking
Khartoum, including the Presidential Palace and airport, by March 2025. Despite renewed negotiations, no
lasting ceasefire has been reached, and the war continues with severe humanitarian consequences and
regiona implications.

Famine aone has killed an estimated 522,000 children, while the overall death toll of the war, including
fatalities from violence, starvation, and disease, is even higher; thousands more remain missing or have been
killed in targeted massacres, primarily attributed to the RSF and allied militias. At least 61,000 people have
died in Khartoum State alone, of which 26,000 were adirect result of the violence. As of 5 February 2025,
over 8.8 million were internally displaced and more than 3.5 million others had fled the country as refugees.
In August 2024, the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (1PC) Famine Review Committee (FRC)
confirmed famine conditions in parts of North Darfur.



Foreign involvement in Sudan's conflict has included arms shipments from China, Russia and Turkey.
Regional support for the RSF comes from the UAE and Chad, while Egypt supports the SAF, amid regional
tensions. The war has triggered a massive humanitarian crisis marked by extreme shortages of food, water,
medicine, and aid access, widespread hospital closures, disease outbreaks, mass displacement, looting of
humanitarian supplies, and the near-collapse of education and infrastructure, leaving over half the population
in urgent need of assistance. There have been calls for more aid, legal protections for humanitarian workers,
refugee support, and an end to arms supplies to the RSF, particularly by the UAE. Both the SAF and RSF
have waged sophisticated disinformation campaigns using social media, fake footage, and Al-generated
content to manipulate public perception, discredit opponents, and influence international opinion. In response
to the conflict, the United States, United Kingdom, Canada, and the European Union imposed sanctions on
individuals, companies, and entities linked to the SAF and RSF for ceasefire violations, human rights abuses,
and destabilizing activities.
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Mahua Moitra (Bengali pronunciation: [mohua moi#ro]; born 12 October 1974) is a senior Indian politician
and former investment banker. She's known for her controversial and fiery speeches in the parliament. She
won the 2019 Indian genera election as an Trinamool Congress (TMC) party candidate from Krishnanagar
and served as a Member of Parliament, Lok Sabha from 2019 to 2023 until being expelled. She was re-
elected to parliament in the 2024 Indian genera election.

Moitra served as a member of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly representing Karimpur from 2016 to
2019, and served as the general secretary and national spokesperson of the AITC. On 13 November 2023,
Moitrawas appointed AITC District President of Krishnanagar (Nadia North). She was an investment banker
at JPMorgan Chase before entering politics.

Moitrawas disqualified and expelled from the Lok Sabha on 8 December 2023 following recommendation of
Lok Sabha Ethics Committee in cash-for-query case for sharing her login and password of NIC portal.
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The Flash is a 2023 American superhero film based on the DC Comics character Barry Allen/ The Flash.
Directed by Andy Muschietti from a screenplay by Christina Hodson and a story by the writing team of John
Francis Daley and Jonathan Goldstein alongside Joby Harold, it isthe 13th film in the DC Extended Universe
(DCEU) produced by DC Films. EzraMiller stars as Barry Allen, who travels back in time to stop his
mother's death and becomes stranded in an alternate past. Sasha Calle also starsin her film debut, alongside
Michael Shannon, Ron Livingston, Maribel Verdu, Kiersey Clemons, Antje Traue, and Michael Keaton.

Development on afilm featuring the Flash began in the late 1980s and various iterations were planned
through 2014, when it was redevel oped for the DCEU and Miller was cast. Multiple writers and directors
were attached over the following years, with Seth Grahame-Smith, Rick Famuyiwa, Daley, and Goldstein all
departing the project over creative differences with the studios. Muschietti and Hodson became involved by
July 2019, and pre-production began in January 2020. Influenced by the 2011 comic book storyline
Flashpoint, the film explores the multiverse and features other DC characters, such as Calle's Supergirl and
multiple versions of Batman, including Keaton's portrayal from the films Batman (1989) and Batman Returns
(1992), while others were digitally included. Filming lasted from April to October 2021 at Warner Bros.
Studios L eavesden and on location throughout the United Kingdom. The film's ending was altered several
times during post-production due to wider DC plans changing under different studio leaderships.



The Flash premiered at Grauman's Chinese Theatre in Hollywood, Los Angeles, on June 12, 2023, and was
released by Warner Bros. Pictures in the United States on June 16, following multiple delays caused by the
director changes and the COVID-19 pandemic. The film received mixed reviews from critics, who praised its
humor, action sequences, and performances, but criticized the visual effects and third act. It was aso a box-
office bomb, grossing $271.4 million worldwide against a budget of $200-220 million. Its box office
performance was attributed to factors such as Miller's legal issues and controversies, the franchise's imminent
reboot with the DC Universe (DCU), an overall decline of the superhero genre, and the film's mixed
reception and marketing practices.
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